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This Guide is intended to complement the Financial
Aid Guide for California Foster and Unaccompanied

Homeless Youth with screen shots of the online Free Financial Aid Guide

Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) and for Callifornic Fos!er &
detailed step-by-step instructions for youth who have Unaccompanled |
been in the foster care system or experienced Homeless Youth

homelessness.

Please refer to the full Guide for information on the
different types of financial aid, what to do after
completing the FAFSA, and how to maintain financial
aid.

While this guide strives to be as accurate as possible,
if you find an error, please let JBAY know at
info@jbay.org and a revision will be issued as needed.
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Who Should Use This Guide

This guide is intended for youth who have experienced foster care or been homeless as an
unaccompanied youth in California who qualify for “Independent Student Status” on the FAFSA.
Students who do not qualify for “Independent Student Status” will need to provide financial
information about their parent(s). Information about providing parental information is not included
in this guide.

Students who do not meet the criteria as a foster youth or unaccompanied homeless youth, but
who cannot obtain parental information, can request an exemption for unusual circumstances such
as an abusive family, parental incarceration or when parents’ whereabouts are unknown (see
section 4(c)). Note that circumstances such as parents not providing financial support or being
unwilling to provide information on the FAFSA do not alone qualify as unusual circumstances.

If a student is undocumented, including DACA recipients, they should fill out the California Dream
Act Application (CADAA) at instead of the FAFSA even if the student was
granted a temporary Social Security Number as a DACA recipient. A Visual Guide of the CADAA is
available at jbay.org/resources/financial-aid-guide.
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1.
How to Apply for
Financial Aid

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooo



FAFSA Eligibility

« The Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) is available to U.S.
Citizens, permanent residents or other eligible non-citizens* and is used to
apply for both Federal and State aid.

* Qualified undocumented students or those with Temporary Protected
Status (TPS) or a U Visa should apply instead using the California Dream Act
Application (CADAA).** A visual guide for completing the CADAA is available
at jbay.org/resources/financial-aid-guide.

*See https.//studentaid.gov/understand-aid/eligibility/requirements/non-us-citizens for details
** See https://www.csac.ca.gov/post/california-nonresident-tuition-exemption for details
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Deadlines @

To qualify for state and institutional aid:

l
4-Year Universities: ' March 2,2027* 1
l

l
CA Community Colleges: | September 2, 2027
l

Private or out of state colleges may have different deadlines. If you’'ve missed these deadlines, you
can still apply. While most state aid will no longer be available, some grants, such as the Federal

Pell Grant, will still be available.

*Priority deadlines can change. Be sure to check for the latest information.



Creating a Federal Student Aid (FSA) ID is Required

An FSA ID is a username and password combination you use to log in to U.S. Department of
Education (ED) online systems. An FSA ID is issued immediately upon application
submission.

TIPS

You will be asked to provide an email address. Providing a mobile phone number is
recommended to easily reset your password.

You will be asked to provide your social security number, if applicable.
Enter your legal name exactly as it appears on Social Security Card.

Students can use an existing FSA ID but will need to verify the phone number and/or
email address on file.

Students should create a system to safely store their username and password and not
use high school emails accounts that may expire.



How to Create an
FSAID

Go to
studentaid.gov/fsa-
id/create-account/launch

Select “"Get Started”

Create an Account

Whether you're a student, parent, or borrower, you'll need to create your own
account to apply for, receive, and manage your federal student aid.

Get Started

Already have an account? Log In

What You Can Do With Your Account

You must have an account to do the following:

e Fill out the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA®) form
online

e Complete other online forms (such as the Master Promissory Note)
required to receive aid

e Review the federal student aid you've received

What You'll Need
¢ Your Social Security number (if applicable)

e Your own email address

John Burton Advocates for Youth
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FSAID: Step 1 —

I understand that I'll be required to certify that the information I provide to create an
Enter your |ega| name and Social Security Number (SSN) exaCtI}[ as account is true and correct and that I'm the individual I claim to be.

they appear on your Social Security Card. If I'm not the person [ claim to be, I understand that I'm not authorized to proceed and
that I should exit this form now. If 1 provide false or misleading information, I

N , . . understand that I might be subject to a fine, prison time, or both.
-(»)- If you don't know your SSN, a parent or guardian, social

“S"  worker or current or former employer may have the number. If
you still can’t find it, you will need to request a replacement card at First Name

https://www.ssa.gov/number-card/replace-card. You will need the @
physical card for employment, including work-study.

Middle Inirial

®

While the form provides an option for those who don’t have a social

security number, this is just for parents/spouses who are foreign T

citizens or undocumented or for students who are citizens of the ®
Freely Associated States (e.g. Republic of Palau).* Students without a

social security number should apply using the CADAA at HiRbea: T

dream.csac.ca.gov. Manth Day

If an account already exists with the SSN entered, an alert will pop up. SN

*See https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/library/electronic-

announcements/2024-04-30/update-access-2024-25-fafsa-form- [] 1 don't have a Social Security number.

individuals-without-social-security-number-updated-august-2-2024

and https://studentaid.qov/help/from-freely-associated-states. | ‘ _
Cancel Continue



https://www.ssa.gov/number-card/replace-card
https://www.ssa.gov/number-card/replace-card
https://www.ssa.gov/number-card/replace-card
https://www.ssa.gov/number-card/replace-card
https://www.ssa.gov/number-card/replace-card
https://dream.csac.ca.gov/
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/library/electronic-announcements/2024-04-30/update-access-2024-25-fafsa-form-individuals-without-social-security-number-updated-august-2-2024
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/library/electronic-announcements/2024-04-30/update-access-2024-25-fafsa-form-individuals-without-social-security-number-updated-august-2-2024
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/library/electronic-announcements/2024-04-30/update-access-2024-25-fafsa-form-individuals-without-social-security-number-updated-august-2-2024
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/library/electronic-announcements/2024-04-30/update-access-2024-25-fafsa-form-individuals-without-social-security-number-updated-august-2-2024
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/library/electronic-announcements/2024-04-30/update-access-2024-25-fafsa-form-individuals-without-social-security-number-updated-august-2-2024
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/library/electronic-announcements/2024-04-30/update-access-2024-25-fafsa-form-individuals-without-social-security-number-updated-august-2-2024
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/library/electronic-announcements/2024-04-30/update-access-2024-25-fafsa-form-individuals-without-social-security-number-updated-august-2-2024
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/library/electronic-announcements/2024-04-30/update-access-2024-25-fafsa-form-individuals-without-social-security-number-updated-august-2-2024
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/library/electronic-announcements/2024-04-30/update-access-2024-25-fafsa-form-individuals-without-social-security-number-updated-august-2-2024
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/library/electronic-announcements/2024-04-30/update-access-2024-25-fafsa-form-individuals-without-social-security-number-updated-august-2-2024
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/library/electronic-announcements/2024-04-30/update-access-2024-25-fafsa-form-individuals-without-social-security-number-updated-august-2-2024
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/library/electronic-announcements/2024-04-30/update-access-2024-25-fafsa-form-individuals-without-social-security-number-updated-august-2-2024
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/library/electronic-announcements/2024-04-30/update-access-2024-25-fafsa-form-individuals-without-social-security-number-updated-august-2-2024
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/library/electronic-announcements/2024-04-30/update-access-2024-25-fafsa-form-individuals-without-social-security-number-updated-august-2-2024
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/library/electronic-announcements/2024-04-30/update-access-2024-25-fafsa-form-individuals-without-social-security-number-updated-august-2-2024
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/library/electronic-announcements/2024-04-30/update-access-2024-25-fafsa-form-individuals-without-social-security-number-updated-august-2-2024
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/library/electronic-announcements/2024-04-30/update-access-2024-25-fafsa-form-individuals-without-social-security-number-updated-august-2-2024
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/library/electronic-announcements/2024-04-30/update-access-2024-25-fafsa-form-individuals-without-social-security-number-updated-august-2-2024
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/library/electronic-announcements/2024-04-30/update-access-2024-25-fafsa-form-individuals-without-social-security-number-updated-august-2-2024
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/library/electronic-announcements/2024-04-30/update-access-2024-25-fafsa-form-individuals-without-social-security-number-updated-august-2-2024
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/library/electronic-announcements/2024-04-30/update-access-2024-25-fafsa-form-individuals-without-social-security-number-updated-august-2-2024
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/library/electronic-announcements/2024-04-30/update-access-2024-25-fafsa-form-individuals-without-social-security-number-updated-august-2-2024
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/library/electronic-announcements/2024-04-30/update-access-2024-25-fafsa-form-individuals-without-social-security-number-updated-august-2-2024
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/library/electronic-announcements/2024-04-30/update-access-2024-25-fafsa-form-individuals-without-social-security-number-updated-august-2-2024
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/library/electronic-announcements/2024-04-30/update-access-2024-25-fafsa-form-individuals-without-social-security-number-updated-august-2-2024
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/library/electronic-announcements/2024-04-30/update-access-2024-25-fafsa-form-individuals-without-social-security-number-updated-august-2-2024
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/library/electronic-announcements/2024-04-30/update-access-2024-25-fafsa-form-individuals-without-social-security-number-updated-august-2-2024
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/library/electronic-announcements/2024-04-30/update-access-2024-25-fafsa-form-individuals-without-social-security-number-updated-august-2-2024
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/library/electronic-announcements/2024-04-30/update-access-2024-25-fafsa-form-individuals-without-social-security-number-updated-august-2-2024
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/library/electronic-announcements/2024-04-30/update-access-2024-25-fafsa-form-individuals-without-social-security-number-updated-august-2-2024
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/library/electronic-announcements/2024-04-30/update-access-2024-25-fafsa-form-individuals-without-social-security-number-updated-august-2-2024
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/library/electronic-announcements/2024-04-30/update-access-2024-25-fafsa-form-individuals-without-social-security-number-updated-august-2-2024
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/library/electronic-announcements/2024-04-30/update-access-2024-25-fafsa-form-individuals-without-social-security-number-updated-august-2-2024
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/library/electronic-announcements/2024-04-30/update-access-2024-25-fafsa-form-individuals-without-social-security-number-updated-august-2-2024
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/library/electronic-announcements/2024-04-30/update-access-2024-25-fafsa-form-individuals-without-social-security-number-updated-august-2-2024
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/library/electronic-announcements/2024-04-30/update-access-2024-25-fafsa-form-individuals-without-social-security-number-updated-august-2-2024
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/library/electronic-announcements/2024-04-30/update-access-2024-25-fafsa-form-individuals-without-social-security-number-updated-august-2-2024
https://studentaid.gov/help/from-freely-associated-states
https://studentaid.gov/help/from-freely-associated-states
https://studentaid.gov/help/from-freely-associated-states
https://studentaid.gov/help/from-freely-associated-states
https://studentaid.gov/help/from-freely-associated-states
https://studentaid.gov/help/from-freely-associated-states
https://studentaid.gov/help/from-freely-associated-states

FSA ID: Step 2

Create a Username and Password that can be Account Information
easily remembered but not easy for someone
else to figure out (e.g, do not use your name, e

OWTl aCCONmts.

date of birth, or the word “password”). Your
username must be between 8 and 30
characters.

Username
s

Emzil Address

Double check the email address for typos. You
will need to verify the email address after you Confirm Email Address
complete the process.

Pazsword

Yey. Do not use a high school email address, —
‘T since those often expire. Create or use e
an email address that you can use throughout

college such as a Gmail or Yahoo address.

Confirm Password




FSA ID: Step 3

Entering a mailing address and
mobile phone number are
optional.

Providing a phone number is
recommended Iin case you are
locked out and need to recover
your username or password.
This also allows you to use text
for two-step verification.

Entering an alternate number is
also optional.

Step 3 of 7
Contact Information

Mailing Address

Address

| E
City

| E
State

[ g
ZIF Code

| @

Mobile Phone Account Access

We strongly recommend setting up your mobile phone for account access.
This aption helps you gain access to your account if you are locked out

and allows your mobile phone to be used for two-step verification.

Mobile Phone

Confirm Mobile Phone

|:| Yes, I agree to use my mobile phone for account access./

Alternate Phone Number (Optional)

@ Add Alternate Phone Number

Previous ‘ Continue

L

By selecting this option, I agree to receive text
messages on my mobile phone for two-step verification
and account recovery. I have reviewed and agree to
Federal Student Aid's Terms and Conditions.

Message and data rates may apply. Message frequency
varies. Reply HELP for help or STOP to opt out.



FSA ID: Step 4

Indicate how you would like to receive future communications and your preferred
language (English or Spanish). If you select Spanish, the FAFSA will display in Spanish.

Step 4 of 7 Optional Communications
Communication Preferences

We want you to feel confident about the financial aid and federal student
loan process. To help with this, we sometimes send information about
available grants, student loan forgiveness programs, income-based
repayrnent options, and more. You can choose whether you would like to
receive these by email and/or text message.

Required Communications

There are certain types of communications the U.S. Department of
Education and our servicers are required to provide to you in writing.
This includes communications such as student loan disclosures and
student loan interest statements. You can choose whether you would like
to receive these by email or postal mail. Language Preference

[ ] Email

[ ] Text message

@ Email Recommended The language preference determines what language displays after you've
logged in, as well as what language is used for forms and
communications.

o By selecting this option, you agree to receive required
communications by email and confirm you have
reviewed and agree to FSA's Terms and Conditions. ‘ English T | @

() Postal mail ‘

Language Preference




FSAID: Step 5

Choose “Challenge
Questions” and answers that
can easily be remembered in
case you forget your FSA ID
username or password.

You must provide answers for
all four questions.

Challenge Questions

Challenge questions and answers are use
you forget them or if you

Note: Answers are not case-sensi

Challenge Question 1

Question

Answer

Challenge Question 2

Question

Answer

Challenge Question 3

Question

Answer

Challenge Question 4

Question

Answer

need to unlock your account.

uve.

d to retrieve your username or password if



FSA ID: Step 6

Confirm and verify that all the
information provided is
correct. If you discover an
error, you can use the edit
buttons to make changes.

Check the box at the bottom
of the page agreeing to the
terms and conditions to
continue.

\

D [ agree to FSA's terms and conditons.

| Previous ‘ Continue

Confirm and Verify

Verify the information you provided for your account belows If there is an
error, select "Edit” to correct the information.

Personal Information Edit @

NAME
Sally Smith

DATE OF BIRTH
01/30/1995

SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER

Account Information Edit @

USERNAME
ssmith1195

EMAIL ADDRESS
info@jbay.org

PASSWORD

:::::::::::

Contact Information Edit

FERMANENT ADDRESS
1 Harmony Drive
Los Angeles, CA 0032

MOBILE PHONE NUMEBER
(949) 2B5-2343



FSA ID: Step 7

When you click the “Verify”
button, a screen will pop up
where you can input the code
sent to your email or phone. The
code must be entered within 30
minutes.

You also have the option to use
an authenticator app. If you
select this option, instructions will
appear.

Click Continue once complete.

Create an Account (FSA ID)

T . __-l

Step 7 of 7

Enable Two-Step Verification

Protect Your Account with Two-Step Verification

Whenever you sign in, we'll send a secure code to make sure it's really you. To
keep your account protected, make sure your phone number and email are
verified. We also suggest setting up verification using a secure authenticator

app.

SMS Verification
GO9EEREEEE | M MotWVerifled ‘ Verify |

E Email Verification ‘

debbie@ibayorg |4k ot Varlbed Werify |

p Use an Authenticator App (Mest Secure Oplion)

Use an authenticator app that you've downloaded from a mobile app store to
view in-app secure codes—visible only to you—that can confirm your identity
when you log in.

Learn More

© Set Up an Authenticator App

Secure Code Sent

Enter the secure code we sent to your email: debbie@jbay.org.

Enter the secure code below

e

Cancel




FSA ID: Step 7 (continued)

You will then be provided a unique Create an Account (FSA ID)
backup code. You should copy this — [ S |
code and save it someplace safe 7oL

. Enable Two-Step Verification: Backup Code
as an alternative method of

accessing your FSA ID and
password if necessary.

o We recommend storing your backup code in a safe place.

Your backup code is a special code that lets you access your account in the event that
you cannot use any other two-step verification method.

If you get multiple backup codes,
the most recent backup code will
be the only one that is valid.

Your Backup Code Is:

XXX0001234

FO”OW any f|na| inStI’UCtiOI’]S tO I have stored this backup code somewhere safe.

complete the process. ‘

John Burton Advocates for Youth October 2026



«t , Write down these items
-@- somewhere safe or save these
— items with your mobile device so
you don't forget:

J Username
] Password
J Email Address & Password

. Challenge Questions & Answers
1 Backup Code




2.
Starting the FAFSA

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooo



What a student needs to apply

List of at least one and up to 20 colleges

FSA ID log-in information

Information about current assets, such as cash checking
and savings accounts

A copy of their tax return if the student filed taxes in 2025 and received grants,
scholarships, or AmeriCorps that was reported on their tax return, or their filing
status changed (e.g. married to divorced).

John Burton Advocates for Youth October 2026



Landin 9 Pa ge
Fe d e r:a !IStUdentlAld‘ FAFSA” Form v Grants and Loans v Loan Repayment v Loan Discharge v Q .A ® felicia v

Dashboard My Activity My Loans v My Grants More v

Begin at fafsa.gov which can

be used on a computer or Gt Money To Hel Pay for Schog| ‘
" et Money To Help Pay for Schoo o
p h O n e ° YO u C a n S t a rt a N eW Use the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA™) form to apply for financial aid for ’ | N
Form" Or "Ed it EXiSti n FormS." college, career school, or graduate school. "
g [ Edit Existing Forms [ Accept an Invitation A ~ i

Note that incomplete FAFSAs
are deleted 45 days after the

m O S t r e C e n t a C t I V I ty. Check FAFSA® Deadlines for the State You Live in School Year ‘State of Residence

l = 2027-28 FAFSA® Form Now Available!
The 2027-28 FAFSA form is now available for all students and contributors.

[ Find Deadlines ]

Some states and schools use information from the FAFSA® form to

determine your eligibility for their grants, scholarships, and loans. Check View All FAFSA Deadlines
your state’s deadlines here!

Missing a state deadline doesn't impact your eligibility for federal student e ’@
aid, so fill out your FAFSA form even if your state deadline has passed. '\_ .
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Student Log In FederalStudentAid  ms . iaicus -

If you select "Start a New Form™ you =R

are taken to the "Log In" page to enter Email, Phone, or FSA ID Username

your log-in credentials (FSA ID raya.tran |
username and password). Paamwai

‘ reBBRERBRNEES Show Password

If you dont have an FSA ID, you can
select "Create an Account” to create
an FSA ID. (See section 1for details on T [ T v—

how to create an FSA ID).

Create an Account

Help Me Log In to My Account

John Burton Advocates for Youth October 2026



Two-Step
Verification

Select if you want a code
sent via text (SMS
Verification) or via email
and enter the code
provided. You can also
choose to verify through an
authenticator app.

Two-Step Verification

You have the following two-step verification methods enabled. Select one to complete verification.

SMS Verification Sand Code |
~~~~~~ 8382 -

[ Email Verification

Send Code

fasesees @jbay.org

Enter Secure Code

Enter the secure code we sent in a text message to your

maobile phone: =***** 5382

Enter the secure code below

Resend code

John Burton Advocates for Youth

October 2026



Student Log In

Accept the disclaimer that
pops up to continue.

Please Read Before Continuing

You are accessing a U5 Federal Government computer system intended to be solely accessed
by individual users expressly authorized to access the system by the U5, Department of
Education. Usage may be monitored, recorded, and/or subject to audit. For security purposes
and in order to ensure that the system remains available to all expressly authorized users, the
U.5. Department of Education monitors the system to identify unauthorized users. Anyone
using this system expressly consents to such monitoring and recording. Unauthorized use of
this information system is prohibited and subject to criminal and civil penalties, Except as
expressly authorized by the 1.5, Department of Education, unauthorized attermnpts to access,
obtain, upload, modify, change, and/or delete information on this system are strictly
prohibited and are subject to criminal prosecution under 18 U.S.C. § 1030, and other
applicable statutes, which may result in fines and imprisonment. For purposes of this system,
unauthorized access includes, but is not limited to

= any access by an employee or agent of a commercial entity, or other third party, who is
not the individual user, for purposes of commercial advantage or private financial gain
(regardless of whether the commercial entity or third party is providing a service to an
authorized user of the system); and

= any access in furtherance of any criminal or tortious act in violation of the Constitution
ar laws of the United States or any State.

If systern monitoring reveals information indicating possible criminal activity, such evidence

may be provided to law enforcement personnel.
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Returning
Users

My Dashboard

. My Aid
If you are returning to complete a

FAFSA that you started previously,
you will be taken to your dashboard

when you log in. z

Select “2027-28 FAFSA Form.” You
will be taken to the overview page
where you can select to return to
where you left off.

You currently don't have any federal loans or grants.

o | My Activity ~ View All Actiity >

2027-28 FAFSA® Form

(@ vait) Last Updated: 10/19/2026




Starting Page

Federal StudentAlq FAFSA®Form~  Grantsand Loans v  LoanRepayment™  Loan Discharge v QA B @ relicia v

Dashboard My Activity My Loans v My Grants More

FAFSA 5.

Welcome, felicia,

(s,

to the 2027-28 FAFSA” Form i

T w
——— | am starting the FAFSAformasa ——
) Student = () Parent 29

Did you receive an invitation code?
Enter Code

New users will be taken to the starting page. Select “Student” as your role.

Students who are not independent will need to have parents fill out their portion of the form. A
dependent student can invite parents to be contributors and thus, to provide their information by
providing the parents’ email addresses. Screens for this process are not covered in this document.
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Onboarding (1of 4)

When a student starts the FAFSA .., = sttt
FAFSA form for the first time,

1of4

they are taken through the What is the FAFSA® form?
FAFSA onboarding process. The “.*“f"’ﬁl";h;.tﬁi"lk’%df"%"“‘*ﬁ oo o colee,
first onboarding page provides L T —————————
an overview of the FAFSA form " T

® Records of child support received
® Current balances of cash, savings, and checking accounts

a n d a n a C C O m p a n Yi n g Vi d e O R ® Net worth of investments, businesses, and farms

NG
A

Select Continue to move on. * Whatis FAFSA‘and

why is it important?
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Onboarding (2 of 4)

The second FAFSA onboarding page FAFSA o, ,, =
provides information about the
2o0f4

different roles that may be required Contributors o the FAFSA® Form
to participate in the student’'s FAFSA
form and documents that may be

needed to fill out the form. Who s a Cggutor on the

2024-25 ® Form?

If you are not independent (see
section 4) and need to provide

. . . =2 Parents or Spouses =) How To Invite
p a re n t a | I n f O r m a t I O n O r a re m a r r I e d Your answers on the FAFSA® form will Contributors will need to log in with their
. determine if any contributors (your spouse, own StudentAid.gov account username and
iologi i rd ide their inf ion. T
and need to provide spouse st el S M g e e
. . . . . These contributors will complete their own need to provide their email address.
information, this video provides ol

but they won't be financially responsible for

instructions for this process.

Which parent is considered a contributor? ~

Select Continue to move on. e T
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Onboarding (3 of 4)

The third FAFSA onboarding o

age provides information 3074

p g p . What To Expect

a bout the types Of q u eSt I O nS How long will this take? @ 30 minutes
Ev tributor must provid t and val fi utob

t h e S t u d e n t C a n eX p e C t t O elig;?)l!g cf)grrfede(r);ln'::.]tusdeFr:r‘coaid.e V(\;ﬁ?ls;c?uragonzggtrc;nad :gpyrgvalc,)w: can
obtain your federal tax information automatically from the IRS to help

see and how th ey Can get you complete the FAFSA® form.

additional help with filling e

form.

out the FAFSA form.

What Does | n To Provide
Consent an oval on the

2024-25 A® Form?
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Onboarding (4 of 4)

The last FAFSA onboarding
page provides information
about what to expect once the
FAFSA form is completed and
submitted.

Select "Start FAFSA form" to

begin.

FAFSA

FORM
2027-28

2 Student Raya Tran

Understanding the FAFSA® Form

4of4

After Submitting the FAFSA® Form

After submission, you'll need to check on the status of your FAFSA®
form and make corrections, if required.

After Submit{§Z)

Your FAFSA® Form?

-> Your form will be
processed in one to
three days.

-> You'll be able to view

your FAFSA Submission
Summary. It will include
the Student Aid Index
(SAl), an index number
used to determine
federal student aid
eligibility.

-» Schools will use your

SAl to create your
financial aid offer that
explains the types and
amounts of aid they are
offering you. Most
schools only send an
aid offer when they
accept you for
admission.



Using the FAFSA Form

« Use the dropdown menu at ¢ Help is available through

© Ask Aidan® Beta v

October 19, 2026

the top of the screen and the menu at the top of Hi, 'm Aidanl
CI|Ck uSaven tO save your the screen or by I'm here to assist you with any questions or issues
. . . . related to federal student aid
responses. Responses will clicking the @ icon
) . . . ?
save automatically when you  next to individual fields. How can | help?
move to a new page. |<Help me with the FAFSA Form)l
* You can also click the — —
. | I'mhaving trouble logging in |
icon shown below to ask B N / .
[ Save FAFSA Menu E] a questlon through I\I need help with my loan payments/l
() Find Help the ChatbOt |<Iwant my loan and grant im‘o)l
== Review Answers
— Chat with Aidan... 0
€7 Delete FAFSA Form ) HilNeed help?
= . 0/280 characters
> Exit
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Using the FAFSA Form
* To move through the form, click m ® Save = FAFSAMenu [ |

‘ ( Find Help

 To go to the previous screen, click ‘ Previous

== Review Answers

Do not use your computer’s back button O Delete FAFSA Form

> Exit
* To go back to a specific screen, select the dropdown menu
at the top of the screen and Review Answers.

* You will be taken to the review page where you O s
can expand any section and click on the link for
any guestion already answered (shown in blue) > Sl ewr i)
to return to that question. e 2 s

First Bachelor's Degree Before 2025-26 School Year - No

Pursuing Initial Teaching Certification -



Language Options

1. To access the Spanish
language version, access your
Account Settings, which are
available through a dropdown
menu under your name at the
top of the screen.

B Save

2. Select
“Communication
Preferences” from the
lefthand menu

Account Information

Personal Information

Contact Information

Communication Preferences >
Financial Information Access

Two-Step Verification

3. Select Espanol
as your preferred
language

Preferred Language

Preferred Language

Espanol v ®




3.
Identity Information and
Consent to Import Tax info

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooo



Identity Information

FAFSA 5 = suimonton
Review the information on the

screen and verify that it is _ Student Identity Information
correct. To update any of this
information, you must access

Review the information below and verify that it's correct before moving forward.

your Account Settings, which Nare
are available through a , _ raya s fan
A d Debarak » ':_:L Date of Birth
dropdown menu under your * g 5/5/2003
Nname at the tOp Of the screen. Dashboard Social Security NMumber
i & .II-I.-1234

Wiy A Email Address
E Save ki Do Limian raya.tran@email.com

Wl | gl Mobile Phone Nurmber
(555) 555-5555

To update this information for all U.5. Department of Education communications, go to Account Settings.
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Identity Information (Continued)

Permanent Mailing Address

Include apartment number.

For fields related to your mailing 12345 Sesame Street

address, you can edit them directly on City

this page. The address should be a New York

place that you can receive mail. State |
New York (NY) .

If you do not have a permanent mailing Zip Code

address, you can use an address where erest

you can reliably receive mall, like the Country

address of a friend, relative, or social nited States of America (U9 i

service agency that has given you
permission to use their address. = ot |
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State of Legal Residence

Select your state of legal
residence from a dropdown box
and provide the month and year
when you began living in the

state. If you have lived in the same

state since birth, enter your date
of birth.

This information is used to
determine eligibility for state aid.
If you are unsure if you are
considered a California resident,
consult your college.

FAFSA

2027-28 X Student felicia van felden @) Save

Student State of Residence
State, Country, or Military Location

If the student is an out-of-state student, choose the state they live in when not in school.
If the student lives outside the U.S. and Canada, choose “Foreign Country (FC).”

If the student moved to a foreign country because they or a family member serves in the U.S. armed
forces, type "Military.” Then, pick the correct option from the list that displays.

California (CA) O]

Date the Student Became a Resident of California (CA)

If the student has always lived in California (CA), enter their birth month and year. If not, enter the
month and year they moved to California (CA). Enter an approximate date if you don't know the exact
date.

FAFSA Menu [ § |

John Burton Advocates for Youth
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Federal Tax Information (FTI)

This page informs the
student about consent and

their federal tax information.

By providing consent, your
federal tax information is
transferred directly into the
FAFSA from the IRS.

(Only the summary, and not
the full text on the screen, is
shown here.)

Summary

Your consent and approval are needed to retrieve and disclose federal tax information. With
your consent and approval, we can obtain tax return information automatically from the IRS to

help you complete the FAFSA® form. If you don’t provide consent and approval, you will not be

eligible for federal student aid, including grants and loans. You must provide consent and
approval even if you didn’t file a U.S. federal tax return or any tax return.

- Get your 2025 tax return information for the 2027- -» Tax return information is required to complete the
28 FAFSA form. FAFSA form.

- Federal tax information is used to determine your
eligibility for federal student aid.




Federal Tax Information (FTI)

Students must approve & consent to importing data from the Federal Tax Information
(FTI) (even if no tax return was filed).

The application looks at income information from the “prior-prior” year. If applying for
the 2027-2028 school year, this would be from 2025.

If you decline the FTI transfer, you will be ineligible for federal and state student aid.

Select “Approve” to consent to using vour tax information to determine your eligibility for federal student
aid. If you select “Decline,” you will not be eligible for federal student aid.
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Federal Tax Information (FTI)

After submitting
“Approve”, students will
see a processing screen,
indicating that their tax
information is being
imported. If you did not
file a tax return in 2025,
you will see a message
stating “Data Not
Received”.

John Burton Advocates for Youth

FAFSA

FORM

2027-28 & Student Raya Tran

Oy

We're securely importing your information.

o Success! We've confirmed your information with the IRS.

Select “Continue” to proceed. You will still have to answer some questions in the

Financials section.

‘ Previous

B Save FAFSA Menu B

October 2026




. form and then contact your financial aid office to request an
adjustment to the income that is used to calculate your eligibility.

@ If your income or circumstances have changed, submit the FAFSA

* Examples of special circumstances may include the following:
o significant changes to your financial situation, such as loss of employment or pay cuts
tuition expenses at an elementary or secondary school
high amounts of medical or dental expenses not covered by insurance
a family member who recently became unemployed or furloughed

Impacted by a federally declared natural disaster such as wildfires, hurricanes, floods or
tornados

Volatile income that varies from one year to the next, especially if self-employed
other changes in income or assets that may affect your eligibility for federal student aid

O O O O

Your school may ask you to document your special circumstances so that they can
consider making an adjustment to your FAFSA information.
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4.
Personal Circumstances

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooo



Personal Circumstances
FAFSA | ?ORg?-zs ® Student felicia van felden

The first page o o © o o
within the Background g
Student Personal \ E

We'll ask you questions that help us determine your eligibility for

1 federal student aid. This information can affect the types of federal
C I r C u m S t a n C e S student aid you're eligible to receive. i A ,\
section provides | o  teilibt
-» Sometimes we need to collect information from other people depending on
an overview of the

section. ==

answers in this section. We'll let you know if this is the case.
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Marital Status FAESA 2 . 2 smimrn

2027-28

You are first asked about your o 0 —0-
marital status. Your legal status is
“single” iIf you are not legally Student Current Marital Status
married, even If you Iivg with or Y
have a boyfriend, girlfriend, _
partner or significant other. () Married (not separated)

| () Remarried
If you are married, your spouse |
must provide iIncome O Separated
iInformation. The screens for this RS
process are not included in this |
g uide. | ) Widowed
John Burton Advocates for Youth October 2026



Student College or Career School Plans

Indicate what your grade level will be when the
2027-2028 school year begins.

e Students who took “dual enroliment”
'@' courses in high school should select
“First (freshman)”

For returning students, this is based
-@- on units completed, not the number
> of years enrolled. For example, if
degree completion requires 60 units,
a student entering their second year
who had completed less than 30
units, would select “First (freshman).”

You should answer NO regarding whether you
will have your first bachelor’'s degree unless
you have already COMPLETED a bachelor’s

degree program.

FAFSA

FORM
2027-28 X Student felicia van felden

—0—©0 ©

Background Demographics Financials

Student School Year

What year will the student be in college when they start their classes for the 2027-28 school

year? @

@ First (freshman)

() Second (sophomore)

() Third or higher (junior and up)

O Graduate-level (such as a master's or
doctorate)

Student Holds Bachelor’s Degree

Will the student already have a bachelor's degree when they start their college classes for the

2027-28 school year? @

[ Save

() Yes

@ No

FAFSAMenu [ : |



Student Personal
Circumstances

The “Student Personal Circumstances”
section is used to determine if a student
is independent. Students who qualify as
independent do not need to provide
information about parents and eligibility
for financial aid is based on the
student’s income only (and spouse if
applicable).

Students should select all that apply.

o 2] © 4] 5]

Background Demographics Financials Colleges Review & Sign

Student Personal Circumstances

Select all that apply or “None of these apply.”

[ | The student is currently serving on active duty in the U.S. armed forces for purposes other than
training.

D The student is a veteran of the U.S. armed forces.

[ ] Atany time since the student turned 13, they were an orphan (no living biological or adoptive
parent).

[ ] Atany time since the student turned 13, they were a ward of the court.

[ ] Atany time since the student turned 13, they were in foster care.

[ ] The student is or was a legally emancipated minor, as determined by a court in their state of
residence.

[ | The student is or was in a legal guardianship with someone other than their parent or
stepparent, as determined by a court in their state of residence.

[ ] None of these apply. ‘




4qQ.
Ccurrent & Former Foster Youth




Current & Former Foster Youth

To qualify as a ward of the court or in Student Personal Circumstances
foster care, a student must have been
a dependent of the court and lived in an
out-of-home placement at any point on [] 'tl'rr;?“?:udent is currently serving on active duty in the U.S. armed forces for purposes other than ®
or after their 13th birthday. No guidance &
is available regarding the difference
between being in foster care and being
a ward of the court, and so students
can check either or both. While this [ | Atany time since the student turned 13, they were an orphan (no living biological or adoptive

) parent).
includes foster youth who are under the

jurisdiction of the probation system,

someone who is incarcerated is not [ ] Atany time since the student turned 13, they were a ward of the court. @
considered a ward of the court for

FAFESA purposes [ ] Atany time since the student turned 13, they were in foster care. @

To qualify under the legal suardianshi [ ] The student is or was a legally emancipated minor, as determined by a court in their state of ®
. 9 . )4 gal g ] . p residence.
criteria, you must have a guardianship in

place currently or when you turned 18. _ _ o
. ] . . [ | The student is or was in a legal guardianship with someone other than their parent or
Both kinship guardianships and non- stepparent, as determined by a court in their state of residence.

related legal guardianships qualify.

Select all that apply or “None of these apply.”

[ ] The student is a veteran of the U.S. armed forces. @

[ ] None of these apply.




How is foster youth status verified?

Each college determines if it will require verification of foster care
status. Financial aid offices can automatically verify foster care
status through a data match with the California Department of
Social Services (CDSS); however, this doesn’t always happen, and a
letter or other acceptable documentation (see next page for
options) may be required.

Once verified, status does not nheed to be redetermined in
subsequent years.
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Who can provide verification?

College financial aid administrators (FAA) must accept any of the following:
= Court order or official State documentation that the student received Federal or State support in foster care;
= Verification of eligibility for a Chafee Grant;

= A phone call, written statement, from:

o A State, county, or Tribal agency administering a program under part B or E of title IV of the Social
Security Act;

A State Medicaid agency;
A public or private foster care placing agency or foster care facility or placement;
An attorney or Court Appointed Special Advocate (CASA);

O O O O

A financial aid administrator who documented the student’s circumstance in the same or a prior award
ear.

To Get a Foster Youth Verification Letter:

v Current foster youth: Contact your social worker or Independent Living Program (ILP)

representative
v Former foster youth: May also contact the Office of the California Foster Care Ombudsperson:
877-846-1602 or fosteryouthhelp.ca.gov/verification-request-form



https://fosteryouthhelp.ca.gov/verification-request-form/
https://fosteryouthhelp.ca.gov/verification-request-form/
https://fosteryouthhelp.ca.gov/verification-request-form/
https://fosteryouthhelp.ca.gov/verification-request-form/
https://fosteryouthhelp.ca.gov/verification-request-form/

4b.

Unaccompanied Homeless Youth

Jo
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Unaccompanied Homeless Students

Students are then asked about their
homelessness status.

. FORM
2027-28 & Student felicia van felden

0 2] © 4 ©

Background Demographics Financials Colleges Review & Sign

@ Save | FAFSAMenu [ : |

Student Homelessness

At any point in 2026 or after, has the student faced one of these situations? @

Y

() They didn't live with a parent or guardian, and they were homeless.

) They didn't live with a parent or guardian, were supporting themselves, and were at risk of
" becoming homeless.

() They didn't face either of these situations.

Previous m (@ Hi! Nee:



Definition of Homeless Youth on the FAFSA

A Student Must be Unaccompanied
AND either Homeless OR Self-

| Homeless
Supporting & at risk of being :
|

I
I
Lacking fixed, regular, and adequate
I
I

housing. (Learn more on the next page
homeless g-( page)

l

l .

. Unaccompanied
| Not in the physical
l
l
l

custody of a parent
or guardian.

Self-supporting AND at risk

of being homeless
A student is paying for their living
expenses (including housing) AND
when a student’s housing may cease
to be fixed, regular, and adequate.

=
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
l
I
I
I

Note: A student living in any of these situations and fleeing an abusive parent may be considered homeless even if
the parent would provide support and a place to live.



“Lacking fixed, regular and adequate housing” includes
students who:

— oo

Are staying with other Are living in motels, Are living in Are living in their car,
people temporarily due to hotels, trailer parks, or emergency sleeping outside, or
loss of housing, economic camping grounds due shelters staying someplace

hardship, or a similar to the lack of not normally meant
reason (i.e.,, couch-surfing) alternative adequate for human habitation

accommodations



If you select “yes,” you will be asked who
will provide a homeless youth
determination. Select all that apply.

Financial aid administrators must accept
documentation, including a documented
phone call from these entities unless
there is “documented conflicting
information.”

Status does not need to be
redetermined every year if the student is
at the same institution unless the
student informs the institution that

circumstances have changed, or the
institution has specific conflicting
information about the student’s
independence and has informed the
student of this information.

If you don’t have verification from one of
the listed entities, select “none of these

apply.”

Homelessnhess
Determinations

Did any of the following determine the student was homeless or at risk of becoming homeless?

Select all that apply or “None of these apply.”

| Director or designee of an emergency or transitional shelter, street outreach program, homeless youth
drop-in center, or other program serving those experiencing homelessness

|| The student’s high school or school district homeless liaison or designee

| Director or designee of a project supported by a federal TRIO or GEAR UP program grant

| | Financial aid administrator

|| None of these apply.




Homelessness
Determinations

Your Dependency Status
If “None of these
Unaccompanied Homeless Youth

"
a p p Iy’ yo u C a n ) You Don't Need to Add Parent Information
C O m p I et e t h e FA FSA a S | Based on your answers, you can submit your FAFSA form on your own. Your

parent(s) aren’t required to add their information.

a ﬂ I n d e p e n d e n t After you submit your form, contact your school’s financial aid office. Since you don't

have a homeless youth determination, you'll need to get one so we can calculate

S t u d e n t b u t m u S t your federal student aid eligibility. Without one, we can provide an estimate only.

. . Your school's financial aid administrator is required to

contact the financial i | S o

collect documentation about your situation, which may be through an interview
0 c or written statement;
a I d OffICe fO r a ® consider your situation; and then

. . ® decide if you meet the criteria for a homeless youth determination.
determination.

Previous Continue




 Financial aid administrator's

o MUST make a determination based on a

HOmelessness written statement, or documented interview, with a
Determinations

student.

o MUST make the determination without regard to
the reasons why the student is
unaccompanied and/or homeless.

* Once a determination is made by a financial aid
administrator you may need to update your FAFSA.
See next slide for details.

» Different rules apply to determinations of provisional
independence (see next section “Unusual
Circumstances”).




FAFSA Correction to Homeless
Determination
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Homeless Determination Correction

If you answered "yes" to the homelessness status question

and selected “none of the above” in response to the homelessness
determination question, once a financial aid administrator makes a
determination regarding your homeless status, a correction will have to
be made to your FAFSA.

Financial Aid Administrators may update the application after making a
determination, in which case no action is required. They may, however,
request that you make the correction on your FAFSA. The following
slides provide guidance on how you can make that correction.
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Homeless Determination Correction: Log-in

To access an existing FAFSA form, log in to your StudentAid.gov account.

rederal Shudent Ald Ty,

John Burton Advocates for Youth
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Homeless Determination Correction: Dashboard

reres

adera A ~ . .
leraiStudent Aud LW A QA & @ e

On the account Dashboard, bttt

you will see your most recent Dashboard

2027-28 FAFSA activity e D o S s
under the "My Activity" o o o e g T i B e

Section. Select the My Aid ch L
application to be taken to a & i
"Details” page.

My Activity View All Activity >

2027-28 FAFSA® Form

Last Updated: 10/19/2026
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Homeless Determination Correction: Details

On the "Details” page, you will see
information about your FAFSA. An
error notification will appear in this
scenario informing you to contact
your school's financial aid office to
provide documentation. Select
"Start Your Correction.”

2026-27 Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA™) Forrme Detais

& ———

FAFSA™ Inbarrmation

T remmr Tevier e n e

Shatem Teschee M 3 3050 1 2%
WA L Mrtat
.- Yoo P Setvveass
N A Torry aErmme »'__ Saawney & wady
" . Somasy ©
FAFSA" Farm Procsssed
Ervers Faung n Your Agpivaton Vs B -
= # TARSA Tohbrr 31007 Tarmury $w st ~ae Jen = e er ey reed 3 e
B Y L N o N e L TR TV PV BV SRR

.ty B
® MACIEg T ALELE DU ARE Ted. View Salle Lliviises

- -

g 0 B FAFSA Pabmuacen Hemory wecion 5 B jepe wd wecun g

o s S atur be | Corpints
e BBl e BA M i kBB Ve sk
CRIPE A Armre v femt pal weef e wpey Do s emed S AR
ron oulege 3 Carmer RsA’) tmencid st oo

D L L e T R e e e
- wea o - ey e

>
wmatisn Oace ey cverfem vee guallty o3 ar msdeperfern
e e e L S )

S e St . Twe et
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Homeless Determination Correction: Onboarding

When you start a correction,
you are taken through an
onboarding process.
Corrections should only be
submitted if critical
iInformation was missing or
had incorrect information

FAFSA

FORM
2027-28

N

Correct Your FAFSA® Form
Before You Start
Wl gucde you Trough the cormections you need to make 5 your form. Be ready with
U Mgy need
You wil need 12 sign and scbenit = Bated on e comections you
changes % the student section make, your elgitiity for federal
first before updating the student ald and/or the estimated
contriduter sections of your i amounts may change
FASSA form

John Burton Advocates for Youth
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Homeless Determination Correction: Error Summary

Review the Error Summary
page to check the number
of errors on your form.
Select "Start Student
Section” to begin FAFSA
correction.

© Form R Sites Ba
FAFSA 2027-28 .

Error Summary

? VI U noed Atertis v IS Deow Dilect

© Studert Acticos Neoded

John Burton Advocates for Youth
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Homeless Determination Correction: Updates

You will then be taken through

the pages on:

Student Identity

State of Residence
Marital Status

College or Career School
Plans

Personal Circumstances

Confirm that each section
remains accurate

John Burton Advocates for Youth

Student Identity Information

Review the information below and verify that it's correct before moving forward.

Learn about how we use the information we collect on your FAFSA® form.

Name
Raya A. Tran

Date of Birth
5/5/2006

Social Security Number
aenee-1234

Email Address
raya.tran@email.com

Mobile Phone Number
(555) 555-5555

To update this information for all U.S. Department of Education communications, go to Account Settings.

Permanent Mailing Address
Include apartment number.

123 Sesame Street
City
New York

State
New York (NY)

Zip Code
54321

Country
United States

Student State of Residence
State, Country, or Military Location

If the student is an out-of-state student, choose the state they live in when not in school.
If the student lives outside the U.S. and Canada, choose “Foreign Country (FC).”

If the student moved to a foreign country because they or a family member serves in the U.S. armed
forces, type "Military.” Then, pick the correct option from the list that displays.

State of Residence

New York (NY)

Date the Student Became a Resident of New York (NY)

If the student has always lived in New York (NY), enter their birth month and year. If not, enter the
month and year they moved to New York (NY). Enter an approximate date if you don't know the exact
date.

Month Year

‘ 05 H 2006 ‘
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Homeless Determination Correction

1. You will be asked if you are homeless or at risk of being homeless. Maintain the response as one of the

first two options.

2. You will be asked who made the homelessness determination. You can update this answer from "None

of these apply" to "Financial aid administrator.’

3. You will see a notification that you are considered independent. Select "Continue.”

a Student Homelessness

At any point in 2026 or after, has the student faced one of these situations? ©

() They didn't live with a parent or guardian, and they were homeless.

O They didn't live with a parent or guardian, were supporting themselves, and were at risk of
becoming homeless.

() They didn't face either of these situations.

e Your Dependency Status

/a« Independent Student
‘:?‘ 3‘7“9 ‘,‘\" Based on your answers, you're an independent student. This means you don't need

?e } to answer financial questions about your parents to complete your FAFSA® form.
4
4

fee m

Did any of the following determine the student was homeless or at risk of becoming homeless?

Select all that apply or “None of these apply.”

[ ] Director or designee of an emergency or transitional shelter, street outreach program, homeless youth
drop-in center, or other program serving those experiencing homelessness

[ ] The students high school or school district homeless liaison or designee

[ ] Director or designee of a project supported by a federal TRIO or GEAR UP program grant

[ ] Financial aid administrator

[] None of these apply.

John Burton Advocates for Youth
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Homeless Determination Correction: Submission

* You will then be routed to "Student Demographic Information” where you can select "Skip

to end of form.”

* On the next page, select "Continue’ if ready to submit.

» After confirming changes, you will digitally sign and submit.

* You will see the confirmation page after signing.

FAFSA 2 2 ocenman .se

— ©

Deeogr agtecs

Student Demographic Information

Questions Used for Research Purposes Only and Do Not Affect Federal Student Ald Exgiility
Your asswers will not

o affect the student s eligibility for federal studtent 3

o Deused In any aid calcsdanions, or

« be shared with the schoals to which the ssudens applies.

What is the student’s sex?

L

s e 7]

FAFSA e 2 ssenmene

el ik o

John Burton Advocates for Youth
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You're Almost Done!
S Rp—— A®
Sader Sactions Updated -
-
Periongl Circurmstancey
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How of The Ao if o
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You slse cerufy that you underssand that the secrerary of educanon has the sumhoriry 1o verify
trdormatian reported on your spplicemon,

1f you sign s app@eanion or any Socurment telated 02 the federal soder ald peograns
eloczronicaly wming 3 usmename ardd pasywerd 3nd o any other credestial you ooty that you are
the person ientified by the username and passward. andor any ober credennal and have not
S3tioted (hat tiername and patsword and or afty other credestial & anrpene ebe. X you
parposenidy gove falee or mudleading infarmanon mcENg IPPHING 35 an (ndepeaders iulent
WEROUL meetang e arveotal SPOMIGLANCSS regetred O Qualify Sor such § St you My be salpect
1o crirminal penalties ander 20 US.C 1097, which may mcade 3 200 up to 20000 arprasonssent. of
ot

Addmonalls by signing tha spphicanon elronicaly wang yowr T5A 1D you suhorue the U S
Deparumens of EQcation 15 disciise all ndormation peovided on Ues Applicemon a4 reguired urder
Section 4ENax DN of the Migher Edacation ACT of 1065, s smended, to the tratitations you hanve
ienniDed heren, smane Ngher eSuCston agencies (In Your wase of retidence and the stanes in which
(he irstitations sdertfed heren sev located) and detignned schol 2 SrEiatins 1o atain
wER e JppRc3nen award 3nd sdmirentranon of Sedersl ny 3l Anancial 3
programma ind Sedligraned sCholaridip programs Notwidsanding Lzatian the name of an
ratittion that you weiect o sutkorize sach Saciorure thall not De i2ared wil amy SCheT SUSIULION.

Sign and Subestt Your FAFSA® Form
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4cC.
Unusual Circumstances




Students may complete the FAFSA
as a “provisionally” independent
student if they believe they may
qualify for independent status due
to unusual situations such as
parental abandonment, abuse,
neglect, legally granted asylum, or
student or parental incarceration.

Provisional independent provisions
may be helpful for youth who are
neither homeless nor former foster
youth, but who nonetheless have
extenuating circumstances that
preclude being able to obtain
parental information.

Colleges have discretion to use
professional judgement when
evaluating whether to consider
unusual circumstances.

Student Unusual Circumstances

Student Unusual Circumstances

This information will help us evaluate the student's ability to pay for school.

Do unusual circumstances prevent the student from contacting their parents or would contacting
their parents pose a risk to the student?

A student may be experiencing unusual circumstances if they

* left home due to an abusive or threatening environment;

¢ are abandoned by or estranged from their parents;

» have refugee or asylee status and are separated from their parents, or their parents are displaced
in a foreign country;

e are a victim of human trafficking;

e are incarcerated, or their parents are incarcerated and contact with the parents would pose a
risk to the student: or

* are otherwise unable to contact or locate their parents.

If the student’s circumstances resulted in not having a safe and stable place to live, they may be
considered a homeless youth and should review the answer to the previous question about being
unaccompanied and homeless.

) Yes ‘ ‘ ) No




Impact of Provisionally Independent Status

If a student has “unusual
circumstances”, they will be
“Provisionally Independent.”

The student can sign and submit
their FAFSA without providing
parental income information but will
need to contact their school to see
what supporting documentation
they need to submit. A financial aid
administrator at the school will
review and make a determination
regarding a dependency override.

Your Dependency Status

&

4
-

Provisionally Independent clr Unaccompanied Homeless Youth

You Can Proceed Without Parent Information

Based on your answers, you can submit your application without answering
questions about your parent(s).

To complete the financial aid process, you'll need to contact the financial aid office
at the college or career school you wish to attend.

If you are not in contact with a parent or contacting a parent would pose a risk to
you, you are considered a provisionally independent student. You will need to speak
with the financial aid office at your school about your circumstances.

If you have indicated that you are unaccompanied and either (1) homeless or (2) self-
supporting and at risk of being homeless, the financial aid office at your school is
required to make a determination of your status based on a written statement from
you or a documented interview with you. Contact your school’s financial aid office to
complete this process.

We can’t make an accurate calculation of your federal student aid eligibility until you
discuss this with your financial aid office. Until then, we will provide only an estimate
of your federal student aid eligibility as an independent student.

John Burton Advocates for Youth
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4d.

Independent Status Confirmation

Jo

hn Burton Advocates for Youth



Independent Status Confirmation

If you indicated that FAFSA 5522 = s
L1 [ 2] © L4 (5]

yO u m e e t O n e O r Persona | Circums tances Demographics Financials Colleges Signature
more of the criteria Your Dependency Status
fO r i n d e p e n d e n t Independent Student
Based on your answers, you're an independent student. This means you don't need to
M financial questions about your parents to complete your FAFSA® form.
status, this screen
will appear.

John Burton Advocates for Youth October 2026



5.
Student Demographics




Student Demographics

This is the first view within the Student Demographics section. It
provides an overview of the section.

Student Demographics '
’ -

We'll ask guestions about your background and family.

Previous

John Burton Advocates for Youth October 2026



Demographic Information

You are asked about your SsexX. Student Demographic Information

Select your response from the
. Questions Used for Research Purposes Only and Do Not Affect Federal Student Aid Eligibility
O pt I O n S ° Your answers will not

¢ affect the student’s eligibility for federal student aid,
¢ be used in any aid calculations, or

The answers are not Shared ¢ be shared with the schools to which the student applies.
with the colleges and are for
research purposes only.

What is the student’s sex?

N
/ Male

(® Female

John Burton Advocates for Youth October 2026



Race and Ethnicity

You are asked to identify your race and/or
ethnicity. You can select multiple options.
For each selection, a pop up will appear that
allows you to select a subcategory.
Selecting “prefer not to answer” does not
impact eligibility for aid. The answers are not
shared with the colleges and are for
research purposes only.

Questions Used for Research Purposes Only and Do Not Affect Federal Student Aid Eligibility

Your answers will not

o affect the student’s eligibility for federal student aid,
e be used in any aid calculations, or
* he shared with the schools to which the student applies.

What is the student’s race and/or ethnicity?

Select all that apply and enter additional details in the spaces below.

[ | American Indian or Alaska Native

Asian

: Black or African American

O Hispanic or Latino

: Middle Eastern or North African

: Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander

| White

: Prefer not to answer

John Burton Advocates for Youth
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Citizenship Status

You are asked about your
citizenship status. If you are an
eligible non-citizen, you will be
asked to enter your Alien
Registration Number.

If you select that you are not a US
citizen or eligible non-citizen the
form will allow you to continue,
however you are not eligible for
federal aid and should complete
the CADAA instead.

FAFSA

FORM =
2027-28 = Student Raya Tran

< ©

Personal Circumstances Demographics

Student Citizenship Status

Financials

® US. citizen or national

() Eligible noncitizen

() Neither US. citizen nor eligible noncitizen

Previous

Colleges

Signature

John Burton Advocates for Youth
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Parent Education Status

& 2 3 & 5
Personal Circumstances Demographics Financials Colleges Signature
YO U a re aS ked if e it he r Of YOU r Parent Educaﬁnn Status
p are ntS atte N d ed or Did either of the student's parents attend college or complete college? ©

completed college. This
information is used to identify

(O Neither parent attended college

first-generation college One o both parnts atended
. . . O college, but neither parent
students and is for statistical completed college

purposes only.

@) One or both parents completed
college

Selecting “don’t know” does
not impact eligibility for aid.

() Don't know

Previous Continue

John Burton Advocates for Youth October 2026



Parent Killed in Line of Duty

& © & € ©

Personal Circumstances Demographics Financials Colleges Signature

All students under the age of Parent Killed in Line of Duty

3 3 are as ke d |f t h ei I p arent Was the student’s parent or guardian killed in the line of duty while either (1) serving on active duty
. . . as a member of the U.S. armed forces on or after the events of 9/11, or (2) performing official

or guard lan wWas kllled N the duties as a public safety officer?

I i N e Of d u ty i N t h e a rrm ed Public safety officers include law enforcement officers, firefighters, and emergency service workers.

forces or as a public safety 1 - ‘ ‘ 5 i \

officer. If you do not know,
select “no.”

John Burton Advocates for Youth October 2026



High School Completion Status

You are asked what your high school completion
status will be when you start the 2026—-27 school
year.

Students who were home-schooled or received a
high school equivalency certificate (i.e., GED) are
eligible for aid.

If you select “state recognized high school
equivalent,” you will be asked the type of
credential that you received (GED, HiSET, TASC or

other) and which state issued the credential.

If you select “None of the above” you will be
allowed to continue to complete the form.
However, aid is available only under extremely
limited “ability to benefit” criteria* or for eligible
foster youth through the Chafee Grant.

*https://studentaid.gov/understand-
aid/eligibility/requirements#ability-to-benefit.

FAFSA

FORM
2027-28 & Student felicia van felden

© 2, ©

Background Demographics Financials

Student High School Completion Status

@

Colleges

5

Review & Sign

Will the student be done with high school when they start their college classes for the 2027-28

school year? @

If the student completed high school outside of the U.S., select "Yes (high school diploma)."

@ Yes (high school diploma)

O Yes (GED or other state-recognized high
school equivalent)

() Yes (homeschooling under state law)

() No, none of the above

Previous

John Burton Advocates for Youth

October 2026



High School Information

If you select "High school diploma”, you are asked which high school you did or will graduate
from. Enter your high school’s state and city. After selecting "Search,” select the correct high
school from the search results and select continue.

© © © 4]
Personal Circumstances Demographlcs Financials Colleges Signature
o To add a high school to this application, choose a school from the following list, and
Student High School Information select “Continue.”

From what high school did or will the student graduate?

state Search Results 1to10f1

| California (CA) *

City SORTBY:  MOST RELEVANT A-Z
| Tulare X

High School Name - optional

® Accelerated Charter High
Tulare, CA

Accelerated Charter High ‘

m Is the student's school not listed? Add school manually

John Burton Advocates for Youth October 2026



Confirm High School

You have the option to edit the high school information presented on this page by
selecting "Edit,” which will return you to the high school information page. If the information

is correct, select "Continue” to proceed to the next section.

< © © © &

Personal Circumstances Demographics Financials Colleges Signature

Confirm Your High School

Verify that your high school information below is correct. Once you're ready, select "Continue” and
we'll add it to your FAFSA® form.

High School Name Edit (@
Accelerated Charter High

Tulare

California (CA)

John Burton Advocates for Youth October 2026



6.
Student Financials

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooo



Introduction: Financials

This is the first page within the Student Financials section. It provides
an overview of the section.

® Form
FAFSA 2027-28 % StudentRaya Tran

Your Finances

The FAFSA® form helps determine your ability to pay for
school. We ask about your financial information in this section.

What if you have special financial circumstances?

Previous

John Burton Advocates for Youth October 2026



Students are asked if they received certain
means-tested public benefits at any time in
2025 or 2026.

If you answer yes to any of these, you will be
able to skip the question about your current

assets.

In California:

Medicaid = MediCal
SNAP = Cal Fresh
TANF = CalWorks

Medicaid

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program (SNAP)

Free or Reduced Price School Lunch
(based on income)

Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC)

Lower Premiums for a Plan Purchased
Through the Health Insurance
Marketplace

Special Supplemental Mutrition Program
for Women, Infants, and Children (WIC)

Supplemental Security Income (S5I)

Federal Housing Assistance (for
example, Housing Choice Voucher
(Section 8) or public housing)

Temporary Assistance for Needy Families
(TANF)

None of these apply.




Tax Filing Status

These questions only appear if you

do not consent to import your
Federal Tax Information (FTI) from
the IRS.

If you indicated that you are
married, these questions look
slightly different.

If you respond no to the first
question, you will be asked about
any foreign income and a couple
other unlikely scenarios.

Student Tax Filing Status

Did the student file a 2025 income tax return in Puerto Rico or another U.S. territory (or will

they)? ©

The U.S. territories are American Samoa, Guam, the Northern Mariana Islands, Puerto Rico, and the
U.S. Virgin Islands.

‘OY&S ‘@No \

Student 2025 Tax Return Information

Refer to the student’s 2025 tax return to answer the following questions.

Ifthe answer is zero or the question does not apply, enter 0.

Did the student receive the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC)? @

IRS Form 1040: line 27a - Earned income credit (EIC)

) Yes

) Ne

@ Don't know

Amount of College Grants, Scholarships, or AmeriCorps Benefits Reported as Income to the IRS

Students typically answer this question with a zero because most scholarships and grants, including
Federal Pell Grants, are not considered taxable income. If the student is married, include the amount
their spouse reported. If the response is other than zero, the amount is typically not the same as the
amount reported on IRS Form 10398-T (Box 5) or the adjusted gross income reported on the tax rerurmn.

5] | o]0

Foreign Earned Income Exclusion

Ifyou qualified for this exclusion, you entered the amount on Schedule 1 (IRS Form 1040), Line 8d.
(Note: Schedule 1 is an additional form artached ro the 1040.) Add that amount here.

[ s | 0 ‘ o0 ] o




Family Size

This screen appears if the student’s
family size is different than what is
reported on their 2025 tax return.

For most independent students, your
family size will be 1 and will likely not
have changed.

However, if you got married or have
dependents who live with you and will
receive more than half of their
support from you between July 1,
2027, and June 30, 2028, and you did
not report them on your 2025 tax
return, you would update your family
size here.

Family Size

Is the student’s family size different from the number of individuals claimed on their 2025 tax
return? (@

Family size includes the student, their spouse, and other people, if they now live with the student and
the student will provide more than half of their support between July 1, 2027, and June 30, 2028. This
includes dependent children who meet these criteria, even if they live apart temporarily, such as due to
attending college. Examples of family size changing include the birth of a child and a child
independently supporting themselves such that they are no longer a dependent.

® Yes () Ne

Based on answers to previous questions, we've made some assumprions about the student’s family. The
student (and student’s spouse, if married) are always included in the fumily size. The box below shows
the student’s family size based on our assumptions and the number of children or other dependents you
TepoTt.

@ The student's family size is 1.

Student: 1 Student's Children and Other Dependents: O

Enter the number of children or other dependents who live with the student and will receive more
than half of their support from the student between July 1, 2027, and June 30, 2028.

0 o

John Burton Advocates for Youth
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Number in College

You are aSked hOW many people in FAFSA@I FZGUF:.";?—2S & Student felicia van felden [ Save
your family will be in college

o o
between JUIy 1’ 2027’ and June 30’ EHE;L'ITJ Dr:“n:;:hi:t. Fingials Ctges Rr:'x-r:'gian
2028, including yourself. Most
students will answer “1" unless they
. Out of the 1 people In the student’s family, how many will be In college between July 1, 2027,
have a spouse also in college. and June 30, 20287

Number in College

Always include the student applicant. Also include the student’s spouse, children, or other dependents if
they will also be in college during this time.

You should not include anyone
other than yourself and your spouse
or child (do not include siblings or

other members of your household Previus | cotme |
who are attending college).

1
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Tax Information

If you answered yes to whether you filed
taxes or had foreign income, you will be
asked to answer two tax-related
questions.

If you received college grants,

scholarships, or AmeriCorps benefits in

2025 and included them on your 2025

tax return, it is important that they be

reported on the FAFSA. The amount

reported will be DEDUCTED from your )
total income and could result in eligibility

for more aid.

If your tax return shows that you are
married and you report a different marital
status on the FAFSA (e.g., single,
divorced) you will be asked to provide
additional detailed information from your
tax return (not shown here).

& < & © 15

Background Demographics Financials Colleges Review & Sign

Student 2025 Tax Return Information

Refer to the student’s 2025 tax return to answer the following questions.

Ifthe answer is zero or the question does not apply, enter 0.

Retirement Income: IRA Rollover

IfIRS Form 1040: line 4c, box 1 is checked, enter the amount of untaxed IRA distributions moved to an
IRA or other qualified plan.

3 .00

Retirement Income: Pension Rollover

IfIRS Form 1040: line 5¢c, box 1 is checked, enter the amount of untaxed pensions distributions moved to
an IRA or other qualified plan

E .m

Amount of College Grants, Scholarships, or AmeriCorps Benefits Reported as Income to the IRS

Students typically answer this question with a zero because most scholarships and grants, including
Federal Pell Granrs, are not cunslde;'ea taxable income. If the student is married, include the amount their
spouse reported. If the response is other than zero, the amount is typically not the same as the amount
reported on IRS Form 1098-T (Box 5) or the adj usted gross income reported on the tax return.

E e

Foreign Earned Income Exclusion

IRS Form 1040 Schedule 1: Line 8d

3 .00




Annual Child Support Received

s t u d e n t A S S et s Enter the toral amount of child support the student recetved for the last complete calendar year.

| 5 0| .00 |:'_1':_.

When asked about current
student assets, student
financial aid, such as grants
or scholarships received for
the current term, does NOT : e
need to be reported.

Student Assets

Current Total of Cash, Savings, and Checking Accounts

Don't include cash amounts under §1,000. Also don't include student aid, retirement accounts, or

IMVestments.

Current Net Worth of Investments, Including Real Estate

Don't include retirement accounts or the home the student lives in. Net worth is the value of the
investments minus any debts owed against them.

Only those assets indicated
here must be reported. ; w0

1 1 Current Net Worth of Businesses and Farms
If you indicated that you
. . . Enter the net worth of the student’s businesses and income-producing farms. Net worth is the value of
re C e |Ve p u b I I C b e N ef | t S O N a the businesses and farms minus any debts owed against them. Don’t include a family business with 100
. . or fewer full-rime employees, farms where the family resides, or a commercial fishing business and
previous screen, this il
question will not appear. s 0 | ©




7.
College Selection




Introduction: Select Colleges

This is the first page within the College Selection section. It provides an
overview of the section.

Select Colleges ’
search for and select colleges and career schools you're

considering so they automatically receive an electronic copy of
the FAFSA® form.

Previous Continue
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College Search

& & © 4 5
Personal Circumstances  Demagraphics Financials Colleges Signature
You are asked to search for the Where should we send the FAFSA® information?
COIIegeS and/or career schools Search and select colleges and career schools.
you wou |d like to receive your If you can't find your school when searching by School Name or State, try searching by
FAFSA information. i

You can add up to 20 colleges and career schools to the FAFSA" form.

You Can Search for a SChOOI it O out of 20 schools selected View Selected Schools
by entering a state, city,
and/or school name.

Search by School Name  Search by School Code

State

California (CA) o
Schools may have similar names Ciy- s
SO take care to SeIeCt the CorreCt San Francisco o
SC h o]0 | . School Name - aptional

John Burton Advocates for Youth October 2026



College Search

After selecting "Search,” select the correct school from the search

results and click “+Select.” You can select to send your FAFSA
iInformation to a maximum of 20 schools.

A minimum of one school is required to proceed.

San Francisco State ' :

University Eijf?l ot lf_ + Select )

San Francisco, California (CA) -
L, Some 4-year institutions have separate codes for their graduate schools. If the code starts with
‘@' a letter rather than a number, it is a graduate program and shouldn’t be used by a student

- applying as an undergraduate.

John Burton Advocates for Youth October 2026



Selected Colleges

You can then view which colleges
and/or career schools you have
selected. If you have not
selected 20 schools, you have
the option to search and select
more schools.

Selected Colleges and Career Schools

These are the colleges and career schools that you've selected to receive the FAFSA®

form.

Review this list of schools and confirm your selection(s).

School List Guidelines for California Residents

To be eligible for state grant aid in California, you must list an eligible in-state college. The
order of schools in your college list will not impact your eligibility for state aid programs.

I 3 out of 20 schools selected

Showing 1o 3 of 3

San Francisco State University

San Francisco, California (CA)

University of California, Berkeley
Berkeley, Califarnia (CA)

Laney College
Oakland, California {CA)

Q. Search More Schools

Federal School Code B Remove
001154
Federal School Code @ Remove
001312
Federal School Code B Remove
01266

View Info

View Info

View Info



8.
Review & Sighature

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooo



NEW ID Verification: Part 1

' Some, but not all, students may be selected to take a picture of
|the|r government-issued photo ID before they submit the FAFSA.
' If you are on a desktop, you will be directed to provide your ID

'through a mobile phone or tablet with phone.

Identity Verification Needed

We've Nagged your FAFSA Torm Tor potential fravd, Clear this up right now By verifysng your
identity, You will need;

Decline Identity Yerification Decline Identity Verification
- T | R | f ] ] |I ri--\.L Ifll'l'.::: ”_'_:,.,-Ir'I:TP',:::I:::‘_[SE|EC1ZEE| ':D”EgES]r“””H'




NEW ID Verlflcatlon Part 2

5128

Federal Student Aid Q

Let’s get you verified

* This is the link you receive on your phone.
Verification happens quickly, and you will only
have a short window to retrieve your ID. This
process can’t be paused or finished later.

» |f you can’t complete this process, you can

submit your FAFSA, but must provide an ID

to the financial aid office to receive financial

You're done with this step

It will only take 2 minutes.

Please return to your FAFSA form for next steps,

 Don’t have an ID? Visit www.dmv.ca.gov

*Some financial aid offices may allow a video call. If you
cannot appear in person, you may verify your ID with a
notary. You will need to mail in a copy of your ID to the
financial aid office along with a certification from the

ssperel by gsoem

O verify.socureus ¢ eee

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
: aid.”
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
i

notary you appeared before and confirmed your ID with.

John Burton Advocates for Youth



Review Page

The review page displays the
responses that you

provided. You can view all the
responses by selecting "Expand
All" or expand each

section individually. To edit a
response, you can select the
question’s link, and you will be
taken to the corresponding

page.

Review and Sign Your Section

-
If you need to change any of your responses, select the question fo O 1 .f’"_} v
return fo that page. Otherwise, sign and finish your section. = @- O
Q Scroll To Continue
After reviewing your answers, scroll to the bottom of the page to continue.

Student Sections Expand All ~
Introduction '::"\
Personal Identifiers -
Section 1 o

© Background =
Section 2 G‘
Demographics -
Section 3 @)
Financials -
Section 4 G“
Colleges -

John Burton Advocates for Youth

October 2026



Signature

You acknowledge
the terms and
conditions of the
FAFSA form and

sign.

Sign and Submit the FAFSA® Form

Summary

This page confirms that you understand the terms and conditions of the FAFSA® form and filled
out the form accurately to the best of your ability.

The FAFSA form is a legal document you will electronically sign with your account username
and password (FSA ID). Because your FSA ID is associated with your personal information, do
not share it with anyone,

By signing this application electronically using your FSA ID, YOU, THE STUDENT, certify that you

« will use federal and/or state student aid only to pay the cost of attending an institution of higher
education,

» are not in default on a federal student loan or have made satisfactory arrangements to repay it,

« do not owe money back on a federal student grant or have made satisfactory arrangements to
repay it,

» will notify your school if you default on a federal student loan, and
« will not receive a Federal Pell Grant from more than one school for the same period of time.
By signing this application electronically using your account username and password. you certify that

all of the information you provided is true and complete to the best of your knowledge and you agree,
if asked. to provide

« information that will verify the accuracy of your completed form, and

« U.S. or foreign income tax forms that you filed or are required to file.

You also certify that you understand that the secretary of education has the authority to verify
information reported on your application.

If you sign this application or any document related to the federal student aid programs electronically
using a username and password. and/or any other credential. you certify that you are the person
identified by the username and password. and/or any other credential and have not disclosed that
username and password, and/or any other credential to anyone else. If you purposefully give false or
misleading information, including applying as an independent student without meeting the unusual
circumstances required to qualify for such a status, you may be subject to criminal penalties under 20
U.S.C. 1097, which may include a fine up to $20,000, impriscnment, or both.

Additionally, by signing this application electronically using your FSA ID, you authorize the U.S.
Department of Education to disclose all information provided on this application, as required under
Section 483(2)(2)(D)(1) of the Higher Education Act of 1965, as amended, to the institutions you have
identified herein, state higher education agencies (in your state of residence and the states in which
the institutions identified herein are located), and designated scholarship organizations to assist with
the application, award. and administration of federal. state, or institutional financial aid programs and
designated scholarship programs. Notwithstanding this authorization, the name of an institution that
you select to authorize such disclosure shall not be shared with any other institution.

Sign and Submit Your FAFSA® Form

I, Raya Tran, agree to the terms outlined above.

[ Cancel

John Burton Advocates for Youth
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Once submitted, you will
receive a confirmation page
with your estimated “Student
Aid Index (SAI)"”

The SAl is used to determine
eligibility for federal student
aid. It is not how much aid you

are eligible to receive.

Typically, students receive a
FAFSA Submission Summary
Indicating that their FAFSA was
processed in 1-3 days.

Confirmation Page &
FAFSA Submission Summary

FAFSA 5525 = somssonm

Congratulations,

® | %
the FAFSA® Form Is Complete! oy

g Raya Tran

Completion Date Data Release Number Estimated Student Aid Index (SAl)
10/1/2026 2572 5000

The estimated SAI is subject to change based on final processing of your FAFSA form.
The SAI is not a measure of how much student aid you’ll receive or how much youw’ll pay
for college or career school. Schools use your SAI to determine your federal student aid
eligibility.

Based on the eligibility criteria, you may be eligible for a Federal Pell Grant of up to
$6,000.00. You may also be eligible for other federal, state, or institutional grants;
scholarships; and/or work-study programs.



Confirmation Page (Continue

John Burton Advocates for Youth

What Happens Next

B4  Check Your Emall

You will receive an email version of this confirmation page at the following email address:
raya.tran@email.com.

7= Track the Status of Your Form

In one to three days, your FAFSA form will be processed and made available to your schools.
Check the status of your form by logging in to StudentAid.gov and selecting your FAFSA
submission from the “My Activity” section of your account Dashboard.

You Will Recelve School Communications

We use the information collected on your FAFSA form to calculate your Student Aid Index
(SAI). The SAlI lets schools determine the aid you're eligible to receive. Your schools will reach
out to you if they need more information. They will also contact you with your financial aid
offers. Once received, you can contact their financial aid offices directly to ask questions
about their student aid packages.

Start Your Application for New York State-Based Aid

‘ Apply for State Aid ‘

Track and Manage Your FAFSA® Form View Status

You can check the status of your application in the “My Activity” section of
your account Dashboard. We’ll let you know if we need anything more from
you.

October 2026



9.
FAFSA Submission Summary
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FAFSA Submission Summary Landing Page

The FAFSA Submission Summary is broken into four tabs: Eligibility Overview, FAFSA Form
Answers, School Information, and Next Steps.

At the top, you will see information about when your form was received and processed. You
also have the option to print your FAFSA Submission Summary to keep for your records.

FAFSA® 2027-2s  FAFSA Submission Summary

Application Received Application Processed Data Release Number Viewing: Submission 1

v
Student aa RayaTran | o 590 Nov. 15, 2026 1234

John Burton Advocates for Youth October 2026



Eligibility Overview

On the Eligibility Overview tab, you see
information about what federal student aid
you may be eligible for, such as a Federal
Pell Grant and Federal Direct Loans. You
are also able to view your Student Aid
Index. Any amounts of financial aid that
display on this tab are estimates and are
not guaranteed. Final determination of
your financial aid eligibility will be
provided by your school’s financial aid
office.

Your Estimated Federal Student Aid

Federal Pell Grant

A Federal Pell Grant is awarded to undergraduate Upto $4,556

students who have financial need and who have not
earned a degree or are in a teacher certification program.
Federal Pell Grants don’t need to be repaid.

Federal Direct Loans

A federal direct loan is money lent to you by the Upto  $4,556

government to you that you must repay with interest.

Federal Work-Study

Federal Work-Study is a way for students to earn money ¥ou May Se Exghie
to pay for school through part-time jobs on or off campus.

Amounts shown here are only estimates of federal student aid based on full-time
enrollment and the average cost of attendance. Your school will determine how much
student aid to offer you, which may include additional aid from your school or state.

Learn more about financial aid

{@:' Keep in mind, this is only an estimate

Always refer to your school’s financial aid offer for a final
determination of financial aid available.

John Burton Advocates for Youth
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Eligibility Overview (Continued)

Student Aid Index

(SAl) can go as low Your Student Aid Index (SAI)
as —1500. The lower

Your SAI is an index number used by your school to determine your -355
the number, the o : AR
] federal student aid eligibility and to build your financial aid offer.
more aid you are Your SAI may change due if you update or correct your FAFSA
eligi ble for. information or due to verification.

What does this mean?

John Burton Advocates for Youth October 2026



FA F s A F o r m A n swe r s Eligibility Overview ~ FAFSA Form Answers School Information @ Next Steps

Your FAFSA® Form Answers

Remgw your responses carefully and make sure all the information you Make a Correction
provided is correct. Start a correction to fix any errors and ensure that your
form is processed correctly.

On the Answers tab, you will
see the answers that you and, °
If applicable, your

contributor(s) (parents and/or )
spouse) provided on your ©
FAFSA. If any of the provided

Financials ©
answers are incorrect, you can
choose to start a correction. coleges .
Section 5 ©

Signature

John Burton Advocates for Youth October 2026



School Information

On the School Information
tab, you see information
about the college(s) and/or
career school(s) that you
selected to send your FAFSA
to. You can compare the

Find an Affordable School

listed on your form.

e

graduation rate, retention

Carclina, Chapel Hi

rate, transfer rate, default
rate, median debt upon
completion, and average
annual cost of your selected
schools.

University of California, 55%
Morth Ridge

Retention Rate (Z) Transfer Rate ()

89%

6%

65%

26%

25%

35%

Eligibility Overview FAFSA Form Answers School Information @ Next Steps

64%

34%

15%

View All v

Default Rate (%)

Many schools offer the opportunity to attend college affordably. Leamn about the costs and benefits associated with the schoals you

Median Debt Upon Completion (2

$56,000

$24.000

$19.000

come between $0-$30,000 v

Average Annual Cost ()

$102.000

$38000

$24.000

John Burton Advocates for Youth
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Eligibility Overview FAFSA Form Answers School Information @ Next Steps

Next Steps

?E Next Steps

1 Correct any errors on your FAFSAZ form ©

2 Make sure your schools have everything they need @

On the NeXt Steps tab, you Wi” 3 Look out for aid-related communications from your schools ©
see comments that pertain to
your FAFSA. Some comments @ ForYour e

e VA Education and Training Benefits help veterans, service members, and their
family members with needs like paying college tuition or finding the right

may require you to start a
correction or send additional " e on e Informition e e o record o Yo your Sudent Al e

other federal student aid. Your college’s or career school's financial aid office
will use your SAT to determine your eligibility for other types of grants,

documentation to your school. oty wor sy e, s

s The limit to the total amount of Federal Pell Grants that a student may receive

Other comments may be et e e oo e o o
iInformational and do not require

any further aCtion from you. |'§Q Understand Your Tax Benefits

Did you know that the IRS provides tax benefits for education? These tax
benefits can be used to get back some of the meney you spend on tuition or loan
interest, or to maximize your college savings.

Learn About Tax Benefits

John Burton Advocates for Youth October 2026



More Resources

Along the right side of your
FAFSA Submission
Summary, you can choose
from additional resources,
Including an Aid Summary
and College Scorecard.

Eligibility Overview  FAFSA Form Answers School Information @ Next Steps

Estimated Federal Student Aid

Federal Pell Grant (©

A Federal Pell Grant is awarded to undergraduate Upth 346

students who have financial need and who have not
earned a degree or are in a teacher certification program.
Federal Pell Grants don’t need to be repaid.

Federal Direct Loans (i)

4 federal direct loan is money lent by the government to oo $4,556
you that you must repay with interest.

Federal Work-Study (©

Federal Work-Study is a way for students to earn money You May Be Eligible
to pay for school through part-time jobs on or off campus.

Amounts shown here are only estimates of federal student aid based on full-time
enrollment and the average cost of attendance. Your school will determine how much
student aid to offer you, which may include additional aid from your school or state.

Learn more about financlal ald

':Q:‘ Keep in mind, this is only an estimate

Always refer to your school’s financial aid offer for a final
determination of financial aid available.

View All of Your Federal Student Aid in
One Place

View detailed information about your
federal loan and grant aid, including
your enrollment history, payment
history, and subsidized usage.

Visit Ald Summary

Find the Right College or Career School

Use the College Scorecard to compare
schools by size, location, graduation
rate, and more.

Vislt College Scorecard [

John Burton Advocates for Youth
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10.
After the FAFSA
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Apply for a Chafee Grant if Eligible

 Eligibility: Current or former foster youth
who were dependents or wards of the
court at least one day between 16-18

« Up to $4,500 for up to 5 years until age 26.

« Can be used at public or private colleges,
universities or career and technical schools
in California or out of state.

« Must be enrolled at least half-time (6
units).

John Burton Advocates for Youth October 2026



Chafee Grant
Application
Tips

CALIFORNIA CHAFEE EDUC&TIO N
AND TRAINING VOUCHER
PROGRAM

A separate application is required for first-time applicants in addition to
the FAFSA/CADAA (chafee.csac.ca.gov).

You only need to fill out the Chafee application once.
Apply as soon as possible.

Planned School of Attendance refers to one college the student plans to
attend. If the school isn't listed, contact CSAC. If the school changes, the
student must inform CSAC to receive the award.

Depending on the availability of funding, students may be wait-listed.



WebGrants Stuce

Login

Create an Account

Helpful Videos
*Account Recovery
*Create an Account

Create o Webg rants 4 « Wait until your FAFSA is processed. It can

take 1-2 weeks for the FAFSA to process and
StUdentS ACCOunt CItZ link to WebGrants. P

mygrantinfo.csac.ca.gov

e |f there are issues, contact the California
Student Aid Commission (CSAC):

 (888) 224-7268 or 1-800-735-2929 (TTY)
 studentsupport@csac.ca.gov



https://mygrantinfo.csac.ca.gov/
mailto:studentsupport@csac.ca.gov
mailto:studentsupport@csac.ca.gov

WebGrants To Do’s for Students

Class Scholarship and Chafee Grant.

Verify if there are any “pending” items or
forms that still need to be completed.

Confirm that school of attendance is
accurate.

Verify that your GPA has been received. If
not, contact high school/college 4 i Desis

Check award status for Cal Grant, Middle _
2026-2027 ERPLYI&LYL:

CHAFEE FOR FOSTER YOUTH ONLY ES

& ©

School of Remaining
Attendance Eligibility

¥ Show Details ¥ Show Details ¥ Show Details

counselor or CSAC.

Enter high school graduation date
(available on the 1st day of the month of
graduation month).

If you applied for a Chafee Grant, check that
“Department of Social Services Record” is verified.

RIOICIO0C

If your status shows incomplete on
your Chafee Grant application, select
“show details” to see what is missing
(see next page).

John Burton Advocates for Youth
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WebGrants 4 Students: Check Your Chafee Grant Application Status

In the example shown here two of the

. Chafee G Application S -
three items are not Completed aree Grant Application Status (2027-2028)

FAFSA

- FAFSA or CADAA NOT submitted i

Incomplete !

- Chafee application submitted | e AP —
Complete / 11/03/2020

- Ver|f|Cat|On Of fOSter yOUth Status Department of Social Services Record

NOT completed® I status —

Complete your Foster Care Eligibili
incomplete | bt MR A LOS ANGELES
° Certification Form

*There is an automated match with the California Department of Social Services (CDSS) to verify foster
youth status, however this match only happens monthly and may not appear immediately. If the match is
not successful, you must manually submit the Certification Form.



WebGrants 4 Students: Check Your Chafee Application Status

2026-2027

COMPLETED Chafee Application:

~ & ] [0
Application School of Award Remgip_ing
The application will show as green when all .

Pending 1.00 Year Left

three steps are complete: A

Chafee Grant Application Status (2025-2026)

- FAFSA or CADAA submitted > =3 =

Chafee Application

- Chafee application submitted

v

Status Received

Complete 0172472017

Department of Social Services Record

- Verification of foster youth
status completed

\ 4

John Burton Advocates for Youth October 2026



WebGrants 4 Students: Check Your Award Status

2027-2028 2024-2025
& ol O]
School of Award Remaining
Attendance Status Eligibility

[-
Complete CSU SACRAMENTO Not Awarded 5.00 Years Left

Award Status: Not Awarded -
Eligible

Application
Status

"Not Awarded — Eligible” means
the student is wait listed until
funding becomes available.

Award Status (2027-2028)

Statu School Term
Not Awarded - Eligible - Not AwardeD CSU SACRAMENTO

Award Date: -- Warrant #: -

Issue Date ©: -- Amount of Warrant: --

John Burton Advocates for Youth October 2026



WebGrants 4 Students: Check Your Award Status

An application can be complete, but the award status can be “pending.” “Pending” means that an action
step needs to be taken by the college or by the student before a payment can be reported. In this
example, the college still needs to verify student eligibility.

I CHAFEE FOR FOSTER YOUTH ONLY &Y

2025-2026

[ &

Application School of
Status Attendance

©

Remaining
Eligibility

Pending 5.00 Years Left

Complete AMERICAN RIVER
COLLEGE

™ School Change

REASON

Pending Pending School Verification

John Burton Advocates for Youth October 2026



WebGrants 4 Students: Update School of Attendance

e

i CHAFEE FOR FOSTER YOUTH ONLY B : . . .
il  |n order to receive state financial aid,

_ including the Chafee Grant, you must
= & ] o update your planned “School of

Application School of Award Remaining

Status Attendance Status Eligibility Att e n d a n C e "

Complete Awarded 0.00 Years Left

* For the Chafee Grant only, if the school you
plan to attend does not populate (most
likely in scenarios with out-of-state
schools), please email: chafee@csac.ca.gov.

I di— CSAC will need:

D R e o Proof of enrollment

AMERICAN ACADEMY OF DRAMAT C -'hH - DOT4ES3
| AMERICAMN CAREER DML - AMAMEM - 02241801
MERMCAN CAREER DL - LA - D22,

s A S s aptma e | SEsetE Se e S o Name and address of school

AMERICAN MUSICAL DRAMATIC ACAD - BOTST201
AMERICAN RIVER COLLEGE - 32123200

ANGELES COLLEGE - 04160400 F M ° ° M . M
ANTEL O \asLEY CoLLEGE aAToR. O FlInancial Ald contact Into ame, emal
ANTELCFE VALLEY COLLEGE-BA PROG - 00111301 . 7 7
ANTIOCH UNVERSITY - LOS ANGELES - 003071002

ANTIGCH UNIVERSITY-SANTA BARSARA - 50301003

ART CENTER COLLEGE OF DESIGN - 10111600

ASHER COLLEGE - 04057300 One
ASSOCIATED BARBER COLLEGE - 1242500

AVIATION INST OF MAINTENANCE - 0424032

John Burton Advocates for Youth



Claim Your CalKIDS Award .
CaKIDS

- CalKIDS is a scholarship that may be available from the
. . California Kids Investment and
State of California. Development Savings Program

- If you attended a California public K-12 school, you may have up to $1,500
available to you to use at an eligible college, university, technical or vocational
institution.

- Once funds are requested, they are sent to your institution. They can pay for
qualified higher education expenses like tuition and fees, books and supplies
and computer equipment. You can use these funds up to the age of 26.

« In addition, there are 15 locally operated programs similar to CalKIDS. To see if
you qualify go to norcalpromisecoalition.org/child-savings-accounts.

John Burton Advocates for Youth October 2026


https://norcalpromisecoalition.org/child-savings-accounts/
https://norcalpromisecoalition.org/child-savings-accounts/
https://norcalpromisecoalition.org/child-savings-accounts/
https://norcalpromisecoalition.org/child-savings-accounts/
https://norcalpromisecoalition.org/child-savings-accounts/

Claim Your CalKIDS Award

To claim your award from calkids.org, you'll
need the following info:

1. California county where you attended
school in the previous year on census day.
| 2. Your date of birth.
3. Statewide Student Identifier (SSID). You
can find your SSID on your high school
transcript or ask your counselor for help.

John Burton Advocates for Youth October 2026



Webgrants 4 Students: CalKIDS Update!

All students who have a WG4S account and a matched CalKIDS account in their
name will see a new section for CalKIDS on the WG4S portal. An account status
saying “Claimed” means the CalKIDS Scholarship has been claimed.

Data is updated monthly and the account may say “unclaimed” if it has yet to
update to “claimed” status.

CALIFORNIA KIDS INVESTMENT AND DEVELOPMENT SAVINGS (CALKIDS) B

California has created a CalKIDS Account to help you with your college or career training expenses. Claiming # only takes a few minutes with your SSID

California Kids Investment and
Development Savings Program

John Burton Advocates for Youth October 2026



Webgrants 4 Students: CalKIDS Update!

An account status saying “Unclaimed” means the CalKIDS Scholarship has not yet
been claimed.

A link will appear and this will direct you to claiming your CalKIDS Scholarship,
which only takes a few minutes.

CALIFORNIA KIDS INVESTMENT AND DEVELOPMENT SAVINGS (CALKIDS)

California has created a CalKIDS Account 10 help you with your college of career training expenses. Claiming It only takes a few minutes with your SSID

Va4 b= | (ﬁ'}

(4 =™ | i

{d _— N

W o il

Please log imo your CaliDS Account 10 see your intest information. Your SSID » N @@ £ W v h‘ll
e pe g

California Kids Investment and
Development Savings Program

John Burton Advocates for Youth October 2026



Congrats! You Did It!

Remember:

Continue to check your email and college student portal weekly. The college will communicate
with you if they need more information. Even after college starts, continue to check it often.

Respond promptly to any information requests, such as a verification of homeless youth status
or additional income verification.

Update all your accounts if your address, email or phone number changes (e.g. WebGrants,
college portal, FAFSA/CADAA, etc.)

Apply for other scholarships and campus support programs such as NextUp, Guardian Scholars,
EOP, EOPS, or Disability Student Services.

Maintain your grades and don’t drop too many classes. Once you receive financial aid, there are
academic requirements you need to meet to keep receiving it. Check online for your college’s
“Satisfactory Academic Progress” policies.

Reapply for aid by submitting the FAFSA every year!



1.
Resources
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JBAY Financial Aid Resources

FinafncinAid Guide :

: : : : . : forCalifornia Foster & :

Financial Aid Guide (Engllsh & Spanlsh) Unaccompanied |
Homeless Youth

FAFSA/CADAA Visual Guides

High School Counselor Toolkits

FUTURE!

CALIFORNIA %
COLLEGE=
PATHWAYS =

FAFSA/CADAA Overview Webinar Recording

uuuuuuuuuu
B[2¥\'4 Advocates
for Youth
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JBAY's Step-by-Step Postsecondary Education
Planning Guides for Foster Youth

jbay.org/resources/ed-planning-guide/

Available in English and Spanish for
adult supporters of youth in grades
6-12 and for youth in grades 9-12.

Includes downloadable checklists &
student spotlight videos!

Visit cacollegepathways.org for
comprehensive college planning

information for current and former
foster youth.




Resources for
Homeless Youth

e School House Connection
www.schoolhouseconnection.org/fafsa/

v Sample Verification Letters
v Screening tools

v Flowcharts

v And more!

e National Center for
Homeless Education

nche.ed.gov/higher-education/

Other Resources

ICanGoToCollege.com
ICanGoToCollege.com

National College Attainment

Network
WWW.NCAN.or age/better-fafsa

Financial Aid for Justice-

Involved Youth
https://www.ylc.org/financial-aid-quide-

for-youth-with-juvenile-justice-
involvement

Immigrants Rising
immigrantsrising.org



http://www.schoolhouseconnection.org/fafsa/
https://nche.ed.gov/higher-education/
https://nche.ed.gov/higher-education/
https://nche.ed.gov/higher-education/
http://icangotocollege.com/
http://www.ncan.org/page/better-fafsa
http://www.ncan.org/page/better-fafsa
http://www.ncan.org/page/better-fafsa
https://www.ylc.org/financial-aid-guide-for-youth-with-juvenile-justice-involvement
https://www.ylc.org/financial-aid-guide-for-youth-with-juvenile-justice-involvement
https://www.ylc.org/financial-aid-guide-for-youth-with-juvenile-justice-involvement
https://www.ylc.org/financial-aid-guide-for-youth-with-juvenile-justice-involvement
https://www.ylc.org/financial-aid-guide-for-youth-with-juvenile-justice-involvement
https://www.ylc.org/financial-aid-guide-for-youth-with-juvenile-justice-involvement
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https://www.ylc.org/financial-aid-guide-for-youth-with-juvenile-justice-involvement
https://www.ylc.org/financial-aid-guide-for-youth-with-juvenile-justice-involvement
https://immigrantsrising.org/
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