PLACE ON LETTERHEAD OR ADD YOUR LOGO, SIGN BOTTOM OF LETTER, AND E-MAIL TO leg.unit@gov.ca.gov AND 
CC support@jbay.org AND brenda.cisneros-larios@asm.ca.gov
THEN REMOVE THIS HIGHLIGHTED FONT.
[Insert today’s date here]
The Honorable Gavin Newsom
Governor, State of California
1021 O Street, Suite 9000
Sacramento, CA 95814
Subject: Request for Signature: AB 2251 (C. Rodriguez), as Amended on 8/21/26

Dear Governor Newsom,
On behalf of [Organization Name], thank you for the numerous reforms you have enacted to improve access to financial aid for California’s low-income students, including those with experience in foster care, who face the greatest obstacles to a postsecondary education. I am writing today to respectfully request your signature on Assembly Bill (AB) 2251, authored by Assemblymember Celeste Rodriguez, to build on this progress and ensure that all Californians have access to the full range of available financial aid needed to achieve the California dream. 

[Optional paragraph introducing your organization]
Cost of attendance (COA) is a central factor in determining the maximum amount of financial aid a student can receive. COA represents an institution’s estimate of the total cost of attending college, including tuition, fees, housing, food, transportation, books and supplies, and other related expenses. Federal policy allows financial aid administrators to adjust elements of a student’s COA on a documented, case-by-case basis when actual expenses exceed institutional estimates. When implemented effectively, this process ensures students can access the full financial aid for which they qualify and remain enrolled. 
However, COA adjustment practices vary widely across campuses, creating inequitable access for students with financial need. A recent report by the California State Auditor found that many institutions do not make information about how COA figures are calculated publicly available, and a separate statewide analysis found that nearly half (43%) of institutions do not publish COA appeal information online. As a result, students are often unaware that adjustment options even exist. 
This lack of transparency disproportionately impacts students who face higher costs or limited financial support, such as low-income students, students with experience in foster care or homelessness. A survey of foster youth support program staff found that over half of campuses (55%) reported that students have been unable to receive financial support from their program due to COA limits, and 46% reported that students turn down financial aid, including but not limited to foster youth support program funds, because they cannot access adjustments. Challenges such as these undermine a student's ability to meet basic needs and persist in college.
By maximizing flexibilities already authorized under federal law, this bill would strengthen transparency and standardize COA adjustment processes statewide, reducing preventable financial aid gaps and helping ensure students with the greatest financial need have the resources they need to remain enrolled and succeed.
Specifically, the bill would require institutions, as a condition of Cal Grant participation, to prominently display information about the institution’s COA adjustment process and publish the basis for the amounts included in each category within their COA budgets. Furthermore, it would allow students to request adjustments to any COA budget expense category, without limits on the number of requests, and not impose COA adjustment request deadlines earlier than three weeks before the end of each term. Lastly, it would ensure students receive accurate information about the various forms of financial aid that students could receive when submitting a COA adjustment. 
On August 21, 2026, amendments were made to reduce fiscal impact of the bill, while maintaining clear and consistent standards so students across California can fully access the financial aid they are eligible to receive. The workload implications of AB 2251 are expected to be minor and absorbable within existing resources. Cost pressures to the Cal Grant represent just 0.014%-0.046% of the 2026-27 Cal Grant budget and are readily absorbable within the state’s broader financial aid budget framework. 
Thank you again for your commitment to California’s goal of educational equity. AB 2251 is aligned with this commitment and is an important step toward ensuring that students can access the aid they urgently need. For these reasons, we are proud to support AB 2251 and respectfully request your signature.  

If you or your staff have any questions, please contact Jessica Petrass, Director of Education at John Burton Advocates for Youth, at jessica@jbay.org or 949-285-2188. 
Sincerely,
[Signature]
[Full Name]
[Title/Organization Name]

CC: Brenda Cisneros-Larios, Office of Assemblymember C. Rodriguez, brenda.cisneros-larios@asm.ca.gov 


