Insert your organization’s logo here.
Please submit via email to leg.unit@gov.ca.gov and CC jessica@jbay.org

[Insert today’s date here]
The Honorable Gavin Newsom
Governor, State of California
1021 O Street, Suite 9000
Sacramento, CA 95814
Subject: Request for Signature: AB 2766 (Ahrens)
Dear Governor Newsom,
On behalf of [Organization Name], thank you for the numerous reforms you have enacted to improve postsecondary education for California’s students with experience in foster care or homelessness. California has made meaningful progress to ensure priority access to campus housing and course enrollment for the state’s most vulnerable students. AB 2766, authored by Assemblymember Patrick Ahrens, will build on this progress by expanding access to campus housing and priority enrollment, helping improve college access, housing stability, and timely degree completion for students who have experienced foster care or homelessness. 
[Optional: Include one brief sentence about your organization’s work with foster youth and/or students experiencing homelessness.]
As you are well aware, foster youth and students experiencing homelessness face significant barriers in higher education, resulting in markedly lower college completion rates than their peers. While California has made meaningful progress in closing this gap, two key factors continue to drive this disparity: persistent housing instability and limited access to the college courses they need to graduate. 
While the CSU system is required—and the University of California (UC) system is required upon adoption by the Regents—to provide priority housing to current and former foster youth and students experiencing homelessness, the California Community Colleges (CCCs) are not subject to this requirement. As a result, students at CCCs—who make up the majority of these populations—face unequal access to stable housing, even as community college housing capacity has expanded.
Even where campus housing is available, upfront costs such as housing application fees and deposits, often due months before financial aid is disbursed, can create additional barriers. For students with little or no financial support, these upfront costs can block access to campus housing and, in some cases, prevent enrollment altogether.
A second key factor contributing to low college completion rates among foster and homeless youth in community colleges is their limited access to priority registration, which currently ends when a student turns 26. Priority registration allows designated student groups to enroll in classes before the general student population, helping them secure required courses, stay on track for timely graduation, and reduce overall educational costs. Unfortunately, approximately 900 students in the NextUp foster youth support program are over the age of 25 and currently unable to access this benefit. 
AB 2766 will address these barriers by requiring the CCCs to provide priority access to campus housing, aligning them with the CSUs. Additionally, it will require the CCCs, CSUs and request that UCs, to include questions in campus housing applications to identify eligible foster youth and students experiencing homelessness; defer or waive housing deposits and other mandatory housing fees that must be paid before financial aid is disbursed; and prominently display information on their websites describing priority housing benefits and eligibility criteria for students with experience in foster care or homelessness. Finally, it will align priority registration eligibility at the CCCs with existing NextUp eligibility.
AB 2766 is fiscally responsible. It improves access to existing state mandates and standardizes existing practices across systems. The provisions of AB 2766 are expected to be minor and absorbable within existing resources. 
Thank you again for your commitment to California’s foster youth and students experiencing homelessness. AB 2766 is aligned with this commitment and is an important step towards California’s goal of educational equity. For these reasons, we respectfully request your signature.
If you or your staff have any questions, please contact Jessica Petrass, Director of Education at John Burton Advocates for Youth, at jessica@jbay.org or 949-285-2188. 
Sincerely,
[Signature]
[Full Name]
[Title/Organization Name]







