Insert your organization’s logo here.
Please submit via email to leg.unit@gov.ca.gov and CC valerie@jbay.org

[Insert today’s date here]
The Honorable Gavin Newsom
Governor, State of California
1021 O Street, Suite 9000
Sacramento, CA 95814
Subject: Request for Signature: AB 2764 (Ahrens) as Amended 8/21/26
Dear Governor Newsom,
On behalf of [Organization Name], we respectfully request your  signature on Assembly Bill 2764, authored by Assemblymember Patrick J. Ahrens as amended on August 21st, 2026, which would clarify and standardize Extended Foster Care eligibility and reduce unlawful discretion that can put foster youth at greater risk of homelessness.
[Optional: Include one brief sentence about your organization’s work with foster youth and/or transition aged youth experiencing homelessness.]
Research demonstrates that Extended Foster Care (EFC) is one of California’s most powerful youth homelessness prevention strategies: Youth who exit foster care before age 19 are three times more likely to experience homelessness than those who remain in care, which is supported by a combination of federal, state, and local funding. 
According to the UC Berkeley Child Welfare Indicators Project, as of October 1, 2025, 7,422 young adults ages 18 to 21 were participating in EFC statewide. One third of these youth are placed in the Transitional Housing Placement Program for Non-Minor Dependents (THPP-NMD) program, which offers housing and tailored supportive services. To participate in EFC, youth must meet at least one of five conditions, which are 1) completing high school, 2) completing postsecondary education, 3) working, 4) reducing barriers to employment, 5) participating in an employment preparation program or meeting a health exemption.  
Despite EFC’s success, inconsistent local practices create barriers to access. Some youth are required to meet participation conditions that exceed the federal legal standards, resulting in barriers to re-entering care or unlawful discharge, or inability to access specific supportive placements, such as the THPP-NMD program. Some examples include: 1) requiring that the youth have already obtained a high school diploma, while AB 12 explicitly identifies those trying to finish high school or complete their GED are eligible 2) having higher than minimum 80 hours per month education or work requirements 3) imposing a time limit on mental health condition exemptions when there is no higher housing and service option than THPP-NMD to serve these youth should they be exited. These practices undermine the intent of EFC, leading to housing instability, homelessness, and wasted opportunities for youth to access federally funded support before aging out.  
The bill would maximize federal funding available to California under the Title IV-E program by supporting continued eligibility for federally reimbursable extended foster care placements. When eligible youth remain in care, the state is able to draw down a 50% federal share of cost to support services. Conversely, when youth are discharged from foster care due to inconsistent implementation they commonly utilize programs operated by the state General Fund, such as Homeless Housing, Assistance, and Prevention Program.
AB 2764 passed through the legislature with no opposition and does not require a budget allocation. The bill would ensure consistent and fair eligibility for EFC statewide, so all youth have equal access to housing and support, regardless of their county, court, or caseworker. The bill would also align state law with new licensing standards for THPP-NMD programs, preventing the addition of extra eligibility requirements. These changes would remove barriers, reduce unnecessary housing disruptions, and promote stability for youth transitioning to adulthood, ultimately helping to prevent homelessness among foster youth. 
For these reasons, we are proud to support AB 2764 and respectfully request your signature.
If you or your staff have any questions, please contact AJ Johnson, Director of Housing and Economic Mobility at John Burton Advocates for Youth, at aj@jbay.org or (920) 471-8177. 
Sincerely,
[Signature]
[Full Name]
[Title/Organization Name]







