SUBMISSION DEADLINE: AUGUST 28 AT 5PM
PLACE ON LETTERHEAD OR ADD YOUR LOGO, AND E-MAIL TO leg.unit@gov.ca.gov and cc support@jbay.org and Akali.Warmsley@asm.ca.gov 
THEN REMOVE THIS HIGHLIGHTED FONT.

(Date) 
 
The Honorable Gavin Newsom
Governor of California
1303 10th Street, Suite 1173
Sacramento, CA 94814

Re: Assembly Bill 2162 (Bryan)—SIGNATURE REQUEST
 
Dear Governor Newsom,
 
On behalf of (Name of Organization), I am pleased to offer our strong support of AB 2162 (Bryan), which would build on California’s progress in preventing and reducing homelessness among former foster youth.

(Brief statement describing your organization or connection to the issue). 
 
AB 2162 would make targeted improvements to the Housing Navigation and Maintenance Program (HNMP), at no additional cost to the state or counties. HNMP is administered by the California Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD) to county child welfare agencies. Many counties use HNMP to fund housing navigation and supportive services for former foster youth who receive federal Housing Choice Vouchers through the Foster Youth to Independence Initiative (FYI). FYI is administered by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) to Public Housing Authorities, which partner with county child welfare agencies. 
 
Before HNMP was expanded to support youth with housing vouchers, FYI was widely underutilized because counties lacked funding for supportive services. These services are required by HUD and are essential for helping youth secure housing with their voucher and maintain stability. Since HNMP’s expansion to $13.7 million in 2022, California's FYI vouchers have increased by 136%, from 870 vouchers in 2021 to over 2,000 in 2024. With the state’s existing annual investment of $13.7 million in HNMP, California’s communities access over $33 million in federal rental assistance for former foster youth. FYI has been declared a priority by the First Lady and continues to undergo policy changes at the federal level to remove barriers to access.
  
AB 2162 makes two key changes to HNMP:

1) Increase the upper age limit of youth who can receive services funded through HNMP from 24 to 28. Young adults may receive rental assistance from their FYI voucher for up to five years. Youth who receive a voucher at age 24—the age cap for initiating this assistance—may keep it until 28. However, HNMP services currently end at age 24, leaving counties without resources to support voucher holders beyond that age, including assistance with education, employment, and other self-sufficiency goals. AB 2162 addresses this mismatch in age eligibility.

2) Add an additional reporting element for child welfare agencies that accept HNMP funding. AB 2162 would require counties to report to HCD whether they are partnering with Public Housing Authorities to provide FYI vouchers and how many FYI vouchers have been issued to young adults in their county. HCD would be required to make this information publicly available, helping young people and their supporters understand available housing resources and engage local decision-makers if their community is not participating in FYI. This would also increase transparency regarding which communities are first accessing available federal funding before utilizing state and local resources. 
 
For a population at disproportionate risk of homelessness and without the support of a permanent family as they transition to adulthood, AB 2162 makes common sense improvements—at no additional cost to the state or counties— that help California’s communities maximize federal funding to meet the housing needs of youth formerly in foster care. For these reasons, we are proud to support AB 2162 and respectfully request your signature.

Respectfully,

 
(Signature)
 
(Name, Title) 
(Organization)       

CC: Akali Warmsley, Office of Assemblymember Bryan, Akali.Warmsley@asm.ca.gov 
 


