PRINT ON LETTERHEAD AND EMAIL TO SUPPORT@JBAY.ORG or submit directly into the Legislature’s Position Letter Portal. 
Letter must include agency logo and a printed signature to be accepted.

[DATE]
 
The Honorable Sabrina Cervantes
California State Senate
Attn: Appropriations Committee 
State Capitol, Room 412
Sacramento, CA 95814
 
RE: AB 2765 (Ahrens), CalFresh Protection – SUPPORT AS PROPOSED to be AMENDED
 
Dear Senator Cervantes:
On behalf of [Organization’s name], I am writing in SUPPORT AS PROPOSED to be AMENDED of Assembly Bill (AB) 2765, authored by Assemblymember Patrick Ahrens. AB 2765 seeks to address the impact of the federal social safety net benefit cuts caused by H.R. 1, making the largest-in-history cuts to the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), known as CalFresh in California.
[OPTIONAL: include a paragraph about your organization’s specific knowledge of need for this bill]
Federal policy established in 2023 protected former foster youth from harsh work requirements that create administrative barriers to food support through SNAP. This protection was removed by last year’s H.R. 1. The California Department of Social Services (CDSS) estimates that 3,039 former foster youth will be subject to H.R. 1 expanded work requirements, meaning to be eligible for food benefits, they would need to work 80 hours a month.
Food insecurity impacts about 1 out of every 3 young people transitioning out of extended foster care in California. Young people aging out of foster care already face disproportionate rates of homelessness, unemployment, and food insecurity. They are working, attending school, parenting, and trying to build stable lives—often without the safety net of family support. Experiencing food insecurity increases the challenges associated with these activities critical to positive youth development.
AB 2765 would direct CDSS to seek federal waivers and maximize exemptions from work requirements for current and former foster youth. The bill would instruct counties to maximize exemptions for young people. It would also enable CDSS to automate blanket exemptions for eligible youth with documented behavioral or physical health conditions, and to explore future exemptions to help more youth qualify for CalFresh. The bill is accompanied by $5 million in the 2026-27 budget for the automation costs and activities described in the bill. 
We respectfully request your aye vote. 
Sincerely,
Signature (letters must have an original signature to be accepted)
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