Please add your logo to the top of the page, your signature to the bottom, and e-mail this letter to support@jbay.org by May 6. Alternatively, If you have an account (very easy to set up), please feel free to upload to the legislative portal yourself at https://calegislation.lc.ca.gov/Advocates/. (Otherwise JBAY will upload for you). Please remove/fill out the highlighted information prior to submission. 
 
(Date) 
 
The Honorable Sabrina Cervantes, Chair
Senate Appropriations Committee 
State Capitol, 412
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Re: Senate Bill 1421 (McGuire)—SUPPORT
 
Dear Chair Cervantes,
 
On behalf of (Name of Organization), I am pleased to offer our strong support of SB 1421 (McGuire), which would strengthen state and county accountability for outcomes among transition-age foster youth by incorporating measures specific to this age group into the California Child and Family Services Review (C-CFSR). 

(Brief statement describing your organization or connection to the issue). 
 
The C-CFSR is the state’s main accountability system that helps counties assess their performance in relation to established outcomes and priorities. Today, California has approximately 7,400 young adults in extended foster care, a full 17 percent of the foster care population. Yet despite extending foster care to age 21 (federally in 2008 and in California in 2010), the state’s C-CFSR still does not measure whether these older foster youth are accessing programs critical to a successful transition to adulthood, including economic stability and postsecondary success. As a result, California’s accountability system effectively overlooks one in six foster youth.  

SB 1421 would incorporate existing aggregate foster youth data into the C-CFSR on utilization of programs designed to reduce poverty and increase postsecondary educational attainment, including, but not limited to the rate of receipt of the California Foster Youth Tax Credit (FYTC) and the rate of completion of the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) or the California Dream Act Application (CADAA).   

FAFSA and CADAA completion and receipt of the FYTC are strongly associated with increased access to financial aid and reduced poverty among current and former foster youth. Data on these measures are already collected but exist outside of the C-CFSR framework. Including these metrics in the statewide accountability system would allow for consistent monitoring of progress and help counties and the California Department of Social Services identify where improvements or technical assistance are needed. 

Foster youth face higher rates of poverty, homelessness, and educational interruptions compared to their peers not in foster care. SB 1421 strengthens the C-CFSR to better align the state’s accountability system with key outcomes that drive economic stability and postsecondary success as youth transition to adulthood. For these reasons, we are proud to support SB 1421 and encourage your “aye” vote.

Respectfully,

 
(Signature)
 
(Name, Title) 
(Organization)
 
CC: Members and Staff, Senate Appropriations Committee

