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The Honorable Buffy Wicks
California State Assembly
Attn: Appropriations Committee
1021 O. Street, Suite 8220
Sacramento, CA 95814
RE: Assembly Bill 2766 (Ahrens), Improving Housing Stability and Access for Foster and Homeless Youth in Higher Education – SUPPORT AS AMENDED
Dear Chair Wicks:
On behalf of [Organization’s name], I SUPPORT AS AMENDED Assembly Bill (AB) 2766, authored by Assemblymember Patrick Ahrens. AB 2766 will build on existing law to improve college access, housing stability, and timely degree completion for students who have experienced foster care or homelessness by expanding access to campus housing and priority enrollment. 
[OPTIONAL: include a paragraph about your organization’s specific knowledge of need for this bill]
Foster youth and students experiencing homelessness face significant barriers in higher education, resulting in markedly lower college completion rates than their peers. By age 29, only 12 percent of foster youth and 15 percent of students who have experienced homelessness complete a two-year or four-year degree, compared with 49 percent of the general student population. While California has made meaningful progress in closing this gap, two key factors continue to drive this disparity: persistent housing instability and limited access to the college courses they need to graduate. 
Nearly half of foster youth attending community college experience homelessness, as do 25 percent of foster youth enrolled in the Cal State University (CSU) system. Research demonstrates a clear connection between a lack of stable housing and failure to persist in and complete postsecondary education. While the CSU system is required—and the University of California (UC) system is required upon adoption by the Regents—to provide priority housing to current and former foster youth and students experiencing homelessness, the California Community Colleges (CCCs) are not subject to this requirement. As a result, students at CCCs—who make up the majority of these populations—face unequal access to stable housing, even as community college housing capacity has expanded.
Even where campus housing is available, upfront costs such as housing application fees and deposits, often due months before financial aid is disbursed, can create additional barriers. For students with little or no financial support, these upfront costs can block access to campus housing and, in some cases, prevent enrollment altogether. As amended, this bill requires institutions to either defer or waive initial housing costs, providing greater flexibility to address these barriers.
A second key factor contributing to low college completion rates among foster and homeless youth in community colleges is their limited access to priority registration, which currently ends when a student turns 26. Priority registration allows designated student groups to enroll in classes before the general student population, helping them secure required courses, stay on track for timely graduation, and reduce overall educational costs. Unfortunately, approximately 900 students in the NextUp foster youth support program are over the age of 25 and currently unable to access this benefit. 
AB 2766 would address these barriers by:
· Requiring CCCs to provide priority access to housing maintained by the institution to current and former foster youth and students experiencing homelessness, including priority for housing facilities that are open during academic breaks. 
· Requiring CCCs, CSUs, and requesting UC campuses to include questions in campus housing applications to identify eligible foster youth and students experiencing homelessness, and to prominently display information on the campus website describing priority housing benefits and eligibility criteria. 
· Requiring CCCs, CSUs, and requesting UC campuses to either defer or waive housing deposits and other mandatory housing fees that must be paid before financial aid is disbursed for students with experience in foster care or homelessness. 
· Aligning priority registration eligibility at CCCs with existing NextUp eligibility. 
Together, these provisions recognize that college access goes beyond admissions and enrollment. AB 2766 will help ensure that students with experience in foster care or homelessness can remain enrolled, access stable housing and complete their degrees on time. For these reasons, we proudly support AB 2766 and respectfully urge your “aye” vote.
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