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ABOUT THIS GUIDE

The purpose of this guide is to walk you through the process of
filing your taxes from beginning to end for free using the
TaxSlayer’s free filing site,

Self-filing is a good option for young adults who:
e are filing the most recent year tax return (2025),
e are comfortable using online tax software,
e want to learn how to file on their own, and

® have earned less than $S89,000 in 2025.

Not sure about self-filing? If you don’t believe self-filing is the best
option for you, there are Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) sites
you can visit for free one-on-one assistance from a certified volunteer tax
preparer. Use this roster to identify a VITA site:



http://www.myfreetaxes.org/
https://jbay.org/resources/fy-vita-sites/
https://jbay.org/resources/fy-vita-sites/
https://jbay.org/resources/fy-vita-sites/
https://jbay.org/resources/fy-vita-sites/
https://jbay.org/resources/fy-vita-sites/

ATTENTION!

This is the fourth year that current and
former foster youth may claim the
California Foster Youth Tax Credit
(FYTC) worth up to $1,189 in 2026.

For more info on eligibility and
how to claim this credit, please
see “STEP 7: State Tax Return”

beginning on slide 38.
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STEP 1: CREATE
AN ACCOUNT

Create an account with
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http://myfreetaxes.org/

STEP 1

Go to MyFreeTaxes.org

Click FILE ON MY OWN.

Scroll to enter your
contact information.

Click GET STARTED
FILING

ey United |
fr ee Way K¥7 SEARCH Q LANGUAGE v

Taxes United Ways of California

File your taxes for free

United Way is here to help you move up financially.
Get started to access new tax credits for your family.

File on my own (quick and File with virtual help Schedule in-person help
easy)

Before you start: You'll need to have a few documents to file. Complete this checklist to be prepared to file. oz

What's your full name? «

Type your answer here...
Type your answer here...
Last

Your email address? +

name@example.com

Your phone number? +

(XXX) XXX-XXXX

Your zip code? *

Enter 5 digit zip code here...

Would you like to sign up to receive resources about other credits, benefits, and services by
email or text?+

!I Questions?



http://myfreetaxes.org/

STEP 1

If you aren’t automatically
redirected to a form, click the
ORANGE BUTTON that says it

will redirect you.

Answer YES you earned less
than $89,000 in 2025.

Enter your ZIP CODE and select
that you are NOT A RESIDENT
OF PUERTO RICO.

Click FILE NOW.

&

You should have been redirected to MyFreeTaxes.com for the next step to filing your taxes. If the new window doesn’t open, click here.

m yf ree
taxes

File your taxes for free.

Get the assistance you
need.
Seriously.

MyFreeTaxes helps people file their
federal and state taxes for free, and
it's brought to you by United Way.

ABOUT

FAQ

NEWSLETTER SIGN-UP

TAX TIME FINANCIAL CHECKLIST
PARTNER PORTAL

PRIVACY POLICY

SUPPORTERS

VOLUNTEER

LET US HELP YOU FILE YOUR OWN TAXES FOR FREE.

This is a great option for people who:

® Are filing a current year return (for 2025 taxes )
® Are comfortable using tax software, or want to learn.

DID YOU EARN LESS THAN $89 00 IN 20257

YES NO

WHAT IS YOUR ZIP CODE?

DO YOU HAVE INCOME FROM SELF-EMPLOYMENT?"

YES NO

I WOULD LIKETO OPT-IN TO BE CONTACTED BY UNITED WAY (OPTIONAL).

> FILE NOW




STEP 1 7

taxes

Your e
Civil nghts\,

After 15 seconds S Y. 0 ¢ )
from clicking FILE f:;beasmanceyou Sus Derechos CIVI|é?
NOW, the Seriously. estan PROTEGIDOS
MyFreeTaxes.org Tt e
page will direct
you to the -
TaxSlayer memmm | EEEE
VITA/TCE self-prep — |
kiosk screen. ‘ 7 e

> FILE NOW




my fre e Support Espafiol
taxes

STEP 1

* You will now leave the

Thank you for using MyFreeTaxes.

File your taxes for free.

Get the assistance you
need.

We're transferring you to TaxSlayer using our special referral link so you can file your taxes for free.

Please note, this software does not support filing for users who earn $73,000 or more in 2024,

MyFreeTaxes.org page and

Se” Oous Iy If you have questions while filing, please come back and visit our Support page.

: 10 seconds remaining
MyFreeTaxes helps people file their ELE NOW
federal and state taxes for free, and

it's brought to you by United Way.

be directed to the TaxSlayer
VITA/TCE self-prep kiosk

page.

Click FILE NOW. Welcome to the TaxSlayer VITA/TCE self-prep
kiosk

No current year preparation or electronic filing Fees
Unlimited current year states
Access to prepare and e-file 1040-NR

C | I C k t h e CO NTI N U E b Utto n Access to prepare and e-file 1040PR
to crea t ed Ta XS I d ye I For assistance while completing your return, please contact the free tax assistance program

where you received the referral link to this software. They have IRS-certified specialists available
to assist you.

Account.
Click the Continue button to create a new account or login with
an existing account.

* Go on to Step 2. CONTIE. <:




STEP 2: CREATE
ANOTHER ACCOUNT

Create an account with "TaxSlayer,”

the free IRS self-filing website.

John Burton Advocates for Youth A Step-by-Step Guide to Filing Your Own Taxes 2026 Tax Season



ST E P 2 © TaxSlayer

* Click CREATE ACCOUNT.

Log In

Need a TaxSlayer account? Create account.

| |
* Fill out the information needed Fossnod <:
for a TaxSlayer Account. l — 8
— Important: Save your username
and password in a secure place © Taxslayer
with your tax documents. Create your account.

Already have an account? Log In

— You do not need to enter all the

Email address

information at one time.
— You can log in and out of your tax
account as you work on your e <
re t u r n . Mobile phone (recommended)
* Click CREATE ACCOUNT. o i

Copyright © 2022 TaxSlayer




STEP 2

* [If prompted, complete

the captcha.

Enter the security code

sent to your phone
number, then click VERIFY.

After you verify your
account, you will receive a
message that your account
is created. Click CONTINUE
to begin your 2025 tax
return.

Select all images with

cars
Click verify once there are none left

Success! Your TaxSlayer account
has been created.

Now, let's keep going.

E=m <

Check your phone

Enter the verification code we sent you to verify.

We sent a code to:
(920) 471-8177

Enter the 6-digit code

|




STEP 3: PERSONAL
INFORMATION

Login to TaxSlayer and begin self-filing
your 2025 tax return, beginning with

entering your personal information.

John Burton Advocates for Youth A Step-by-Step Guide to Filing Your Own Taxes 2026 Tax Season



S I E P 3 Need a TaxSlayer account? Create account.

Login to TaxSlayer using

your username and
password.

Type your FULL LEGAL
NAME into the box. bk

Personalize your TaxSlayer experience

If yo u a re m a rri ed a n d You'll unlock important tax reminders and helpful tips specific to your tax situation.

Please review the information below and sign 10 agree 1o Be tarmis and candithons

filing jointly: CHECK THE )

Mfaransn W Lse st “ae Setlen fuTatioe Aty # sCTrSaee AN ITese Suie mee lews el tegaelines b Sefiee AvEl SUUG 3] JRENATIYG YVG2 LT SHUTY W) prrwate ey sred senyome el eelATY pR2 o
“d.mm‘“*“mﬂ*ﬂ.“h

A 0 T ATATTMEGN g ORI BN E0 W T CRTITNS SR e SN0 O Wi (gt TR W ey e o e 1D IGre e e Th el et (1T a0 S Bt a8 (RTora T e T e
® PP o sEn0es p g et Tienstirl varheus mags 10 e o wfnd debaservmm ], JarsaneiTed fax tem. end U0 et ro0uety el sErecey Suand U0 pOur YA Return inforrsiion. The iffrs =y
o Py ud G 8 TRy serelon DOOMADN AL DertriThedl By b wee iy s e D o TUmmwil e ou i oweie 40 i vis (urlh oo AR 10 o CO e O M temd sa000r S e, Lo s e o asceily
sty mtenny fessages (8 prowe suftfeatius of (e IORESL MTVETL SRUETTIES ¥ Qremetons.

LA, we bl Sar T PRSTHERIN Wt SIEC] 16 SerTe A Tremstame MRS Pielly Paetl el Cmee Sgir S Why a1 1 ersaTiiew sud INGEIee il B dten

If you are not married: -
LEAVE THE CHECKBOX T ? /1\':

nna Joknson

BLANK.

Click CONTINUE. == <




STEP 3

If you have last year’s tax
return you can upload it and
click VIEW RESULTS.

If not, click SKIP.

* Type in your personal info:

*IMPORTANT*

Enter your personal information
exactly as it is written on your
Social Security Card or
Individual Taxpayer
Identification Number (ITIN).

Be sure to double check spelling
and numbers.

Personal Information

Taxpayer's Information

Want to get a head start on your Tax Return?

F Iy IMmport your o sona Informatic

X

® Dy wloadng & pdf of last years tax return

(=




ST E P 3 Personal Information

Country *

Enter your MAILING ADDRESS. i -

Address (street number & name) *

If you do not have a mailing
address, ask a shelter, clinic, or P e oy <:
youth center (that you could P code

retrieve mail from) to use their -

address, and enter that G
information.

State *

California v

For residency status:

— |f you lived in California for all of 2025,
select FULL-YEAR RESIDENT OF THIS What is your state residency status? *

STATE. () lam a full-year resident of this state <

() lam a full-year resident of another state

— If you moved to Californiain 2026 and
lived in a different state in 2025, select (") I'am a part-year resident of this state
FULL-YEAR RESIDENT OF ANOTHER
STATE.

" | 1 have a stateside military address

— |f you lived in multiple states in 2025,
select PART-YEAR STATE RESIDENT.




STEP 3 Additional Information

* Select any and all Susie Information
CHECKBOXES that are true for
you; otherwise leave blank. Check all that apply:
Susie can be claimed as a dependent on someone else's return. () <:
NOTE: The most common on Susie was over age 18 and a full-time student at an eligible educational institution. @ <:
the list are the 15t & 2" Susie is blind.
selections: Susie is deceased.
D Claimed as a dependent on Susie wishes to contribute $3 to the Presidential Election Campaign Fund.
someone else’s tax return: If Susie served in a combat zone during the current tax year. (2
someone such as a ca regive I, Susie was affected by a natural disaster during the current tax year.
pare nt, or guardian provided more Susie received, sold, or disposed of a digital asset (or financial interest in a digital asset) in the current tax year.
than half your Support for the tax Susie prefers to receive written communications from the IRS in a language other than English.

year (2025), they can legally claim

Susie prefers to receive written communications from the IRS in an accessible format.
you as a dependent on their tax

return.
Full-time student at an eligible jl> m

educational institution




S I E P 3 What's your filing status? @ Leam more
\ Sinale Need help determining your filing status?
: Married Filing Jointly 4 )
FILING STATUS WIZARD \
) Marmed Flling Separately : : :

* Select your FILING STATUS.

(Click the filing status wizard if you are

unsure) <:
. ==

* Click YES or NO to claim
dependents on your return:

—> If yo u a re a Cu Stod ia I p a re nt O r a little more complicated. The IRS does have special rules for those situations. @

Do you have any dependents or qualifying person(s) to claim on your return?

Dependents or Qualifying Person(s)

Do you have children or relatives who rely on you for support and live in your home? If so, you might be able to receive potential tax credits and tax
exemptions that could save you money on your tax bill. But before you get too excited, there are some situations when a child’'s exemption status is

guardian to a child or relative, click YES

() Yes

and enter their information. e

— |f not, click NO.

IRS Identity Protection PIN

* |f you have experienced identity
theft or tax fraud and the IRS

has provided you with a six-digit

Did you or anyone on your tax return receive a CP01A notice from the IRS containing a 6-digit Identity

ldentity Protection Pin, select Protection PIN? (@ Learn more

* If not, select NO. _ - A\l:




STEP 3

* TaxSlayer will ask you to read

and sign an IRS disclosure
agreement
Once you have reviewed it,

scroll down and type your fill

legal name
Lastly click CONTINUE

Personalize your TaxSlayer experience.

Before you get started, please review the following disclosure. Section 301-7216 of the Internal
Revenue Code specifically governs the use and disclosure of tax return information. Some states
may also have additional laws and regulations related to use and disclosure of the same
information. We use your tax return information only in accordance with those applicable laws and
regulations to prepare and assist in preparing your tax return, to provide services associated with
preparing your tax return, and to provide you with other products and services you specifically
request or consent to.

Please review the information below and sign to agree to the terms and conditions.

1aentity tnett, ana otner liiegal activity, ana 1o personallZe ana Improve our services. A

Note that if you are not eligible for the Free File product, you may switch to a commercial product which may
include offers for additional related products and services. By signing below, you allow us to use your
information to show you additional products or services (if applicable) or to provide tax reminders or helpful
tax tips. These offers may come from us or a service provider we partner with.

Subject to certain exceptions, Internal Revenue Code §7216 requires that we obtain your consent to the use
of information you provide TaxSlayer LLC and its subsidiaries, parents, and affiliates (collectively "TaxSlayer")
in connection with the preparation of your tax return (“Tax Return Information").

Federal law requires this consent form be provided to you. Unless authorized by law, we cannot use your Tax
PRINT S S ) I |

Ensure the details below are accurate:
Full Name *

Susie Smith|

Date*
02/12/2026

| am filing a joint return with my spouse.




STEP 3

Make sure your personal
information is all spelled
and entered correctly.

Click EDIT if anything needs
to be reentered and click
CONTINUE when it is all

correct.

Click CONTINUE to enter

your work and income

information.

Let's do this! #slayit

Now that we know more about you, let’s dig into your tax return.

e




income, college scholarships or were self-
employed. This includes tax documents

such as W-2, 1099-NEC or MISC, 1098-T,

etc. This also includes unemployment

income from 1099-G formes.

John Burton Advocates for Youth

STEP 4: INCOME

Enter your income if you had earned

A Step-by-Step Guide to Filing Your Own Taxes

2026 Tax Season



STEP 4

» You can add your tax forms Search to add your forms with Quick File

If you know which forms you need, easily search and add them to your tax return.

quickly with Quick File. Review

the JBAY Tax Prep Checklist to

learn what tax forms you need.

Most common tax forms for

current and former foster youth:
° W-2

* 1099 NEC or MISC

* 1098T

— If you know which forms you need,
click CONTINUE.

— |f you don’t know which forms you
need, click | DON’T KNOW WHICH
FORMS | NEED.



https://jbay.org/resources/tax-prep/

STEP 4

Next, you have 2 options: Let's look at the money you earned

— | want to be guided: Select this

. . , Now that we've got your basic information covered, it's time to get down to business.
option if you aren’t sure whether

Let's start with the money you earned in 2023! How would you like to enter your

you have all of your documents income?

ready.
— Select my forms: Select this option

if you’re sure you have all of your £_\ —Q

documents readly. @ R —

| want to be guided Select my forms

If yOU dO nOt have any 2025 | want to be guided by | want to select my forms
. . . answering questions about from a list and enter the
iIncome frOm JObS, SChOIarSh|pS, my tax situation information myself

retirement, or other, select SKIP
INCOME.

REMEMBER: To qualify for the
Foster Youth Tax Credit, you need to

have had at least S1 in earned

income in 2025. In addition, no one

can claim you as a dependent on

their tax return.




STEP 4 -y

) Wages & Salary
* If you had a part-time, full- e Check any of these that apply to you:

time, or seasonal job as an b0 you ave any Wezs o emer? (D Lesmimor e m—
employee, you will have a W-2 S fon <: (] Tris is a substitute W2
from each job you had in 2025. HE SR
— Enter the tax document

information from every job that - S T

provided you with a W-2. A
Each box on your W-2 has a Country
letter. These match the boxes ——
in TaxSlayer. Enter the exact e e
information from each box ol ks oy
then click CONTINUE. | ~Pesse st -

d Control number - Not required for filing taxes online

e |f you had more than one job in
2025, select ENTER ANOTHER.




STEP 4

* If you received unemployment

INCOME GUIDE

Unemployment Compensation
Form 1099-G Box 1

com pensatlon 10 20251 you Did you collect any unemployment benefits from a state or local government assistance program in 2025? @ Learn more

should have a 1099-G form. O Yes
— |f you have a 1099-G form, click YES O No <:
and CONTINUE on Unemployment

Compensation and enter the
information from the form.

— |f you do not have a 1099-G form,

click NO and CONTINUE. INCOME GUIDE
Stocks, Bonds, & Other Personal Property
If yOu SOId StOCkSI bonds or Do you have sales of stocks, bonds, or other property to enter? @ Learn more
other property you may have 3 Common sales reported here are:
» Stocks, bonds, and mutual funds (you typically receive Form 1099-B for these transactions)
1099'8 fOrm. * Collectibles, antiques, coins, art, gems, and stamps
. e Main or second home (losses not allowed for sale of main home)

— If you have d 1099_8 form, CIICk YES « Other personal property, such as cars, computers, etc. (losses not allowed for these types of property)

and CONTINUE. ) ves
— |f you do not have a 1099-B form, i

click NO and CONTINUE.




STEP 4 T

* If you sold stocks, bonds or INCOME GUIDE
other property click YES and Stocks, Bonds, & Other Personal Property
CONTINUE to enter your 1099- Do you have sales of stocks, bonds, or other property to enter? (2) Learn more
Common sales reported here are:

B form } » Stocks, bonds, and mutual funds (you typically receive Form 1099-B for these transactions)

* Collectibles, antiques, coins, art, gems, and stamps

e Main or second home (losses not allowed for sale of main home)
E nter you r tra nsa Ct|0 S » Other personal property, such as cars, computers, etc. (losses not allowed for these types of property)

QO Yes <: Capital Gains Transaction

Some systems do not Ohe e
automatically provide a 1099-B I
form to you. You may need to Date Acquired
use a System Iike Coin Tracker [] * Alternate Option: If Date Acquired is not known, leave the date blank and select an option here

MM ~|| DD v|| YYYY v

(https://www.cointracker.io/)

or a similar service that will e
. [[] * Alternate Option:
Summarlze your SaleS. Some Of [] check here if a short sale. @Learn more

these are free and some are wn <[ oo <|[ e -
pald SerVICES. Sales Price

[[] * Alternate Option: If Sale Price is Expired, leave the sales price blank and select an option here

$



https://www.cointracker.io/

STEP 4

If your tuition is more than your grants and scholarships, SKIP THIS
STEP.

If you were a half-time or full-time student at a technical/trade
school or college/university in 2025, enter your tax information from
your 1098-T:
— Under Additional Income click YES (qualified education
programs).
— Under Other Compensation click YES (taxable scholarships and
grants).

Click BEGIN Scholarships and Grants > Enter the amount.

Use the spreadsheet below to add up your qualified tuition, books,
and fees, then subtract those costs from your total grants and

scholarships received to know how much to enter into other income.

Spreadsheet to calculate: https://tinyurl.com/calculate-QEE

(uses formula below)

Scholarships Box 5: 1098T
- minus Tuition and Fees Box 1: 1098T
- minus Books and Supplies you paid for

= Other Income

INCOME GUIDE

Additional Income

Do you have any of the following additional Income to enter?
* Rental property & royalties « Cancellation of debt
* Profit or loss from farming * [nstaliment income
« Spousal support (alimony) received « Sale of business property
* Miscellaneous income * Unreported tip income
* Gambling winnings » Foreign earned Income
o K-1income » Contracts & straddles
* Qualified education programs * Other compensation

(@ Yes
O No

INCOME GUIDE

Other Compensation

Did you receive any of the following types of compensation? @ Learn more

» Taxable scholarships and grants

* Fringe benefits

« Household employee income (that you did not receive a W-2 for)
» Prisoner earned income

* Foreign earned income

(® Yes <:
O No

Other Compensation

Scholarships and Grants (2) Leam more

Scholarships and Grants

Anna's scholarships and grants

$ 4350 <



https://tinyurl.com/calculate-QEE
https://tinyurl.com/calculate-QEE
https://tinyurl.com/calculate-QEE

STEP 4

If you worked as a contractor
or gig worker or self-
employed enter the
information from your forms
1099-MISC or 1099-NEC.

Use the spreadsheet below
to add up your qualified
business expenses for 2025.

Spreadsheet to calculate

business expenses:
https://tinvurl.com/self-

employed-IE

INCOME GUIDE

Nonemployee Compensation
Form 1099-NEC

Did you receive a Form 1099-NEC?



https://tinyurl.com/self-employed-IE
https://tinyurl.com/self-employed-IE
https://tinyurl.com/self-employed-IE
https://tinyurl.com/self-employed-IE
https://tinyurl.com/self-employed-IE

STEP 4

If you worked for cash, go to the
Income section of the Federal

return.

Click BEGIN on Less Common
Income, then click BEGIN on Other
Income Not Reported Elsewhere.

Select Other Income from the
dropdown menu and enter a
short description of the job/gig.

Enter how much money you earned.

Check the box that the income was
earned.

Less Common Income (9
K-1 earnings, gambling winnings, cancellation of debt, etc.

Less Common Income

Other Income Not Reported Elsewhere

Other Income

Form belongs to
Anna Johnson

Other Income Description *

EDIT

BEGIN

BEGIN

Other Income

Description of other income *

‘ babysitting

Amount of other income *
‘ S$2000.00 | <

ﬁ




STEP 5: CREDITS &
DEDUCTIONS

Maximize your refund by entering in
credits and deductions like donations
to charity, school expenses, business
expenses and more. You may need to
look at bank statements and receipts to

get the most money possible.

John Burton Advocates for Youth A Step-by-Step Guide to Filing Your Own Taxes 2026 Tax Season



STEP 5

Deductions help reduce
what you owe in taxes,
and some provide you

with a cash back refund.

Find Deductions in the
Federal section of the
return after Income.

EVERYONE should click
“l want to be guided.”

I® My Account

Basic Information

Federal

Income

Deductions

Let's see how we can cut your tax bill

How would you like to enter your deductions?

— ® s—
@ 9 s———
0 ———
| want to be guided Select my forms
| want to be guided by answering | know which credits and deductions |
questions about my tax situation qualify for and want to enter the

information myself



STEP 5

*  You may qualify for the

DEDUCTIONS GUIDE

Federal Earned Income Tax Fam"y Deductions

Credit if you are between Do you want to explore possible credits and deductions related to your family?
ages 25-65. If you are under Covered in this section
« Child & dependent care costs

age 25, you will only qualify if

« Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC)
have at least one dependent : et /‘\1:
child.

EVERYONE CLICK YES to L
explore the possible credits
and deductions related to you

(and your family, if you have
children).




STEP 5

NOTE: The federal Child and
Dependent Care Credit is worth up
to $3,000 per child per year.

* |f you are a custodial parent and
paid for a babysitter or childcare
in 2025 so that you could work or
look for work, CLICK YES.

— Enter the Care Provider /
Babysitter’s Information.

— Enter the amount you paid for
childcare for each dependent.

Child and Dependent Care Expenses

Did you pay expenses for the care of a qualifying dependent or individual so that you or your spouse could
work or actively look for work? (@

@ Yes <
O No



STEP 5

DEDUCTIONS GUIDE

Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC)

The Federal Ea rn ed Inco me Tax Cred it Do you want to explore possible credits and deductions related to you and your family?

NOTE

(E ITC) |S ad uto m at| Ca | |y Ca I Cu | atEd ba Sed The EITC is automatically calculated based on the income and personal information you entered

. . . « You have been previously disallowed the EITC but wish to file it on this year's tax return
on the income and persona | information . ‘You are & member of clergy and have eligible income 10 exchide from the EITC caloulation

« You are currently ineligible for the EITC
you entered. If one of the situations <:
apply to you, click YES. If not, click NO O No

and then continue.

To see if you qualify for the EITC, the IRS

has a link you can use to determine your

eligibility: https://www.irs.gov/credits-

deductions/individuals/earned-income-

tax-credit/use-the-eitc-assistant

. Select Yes if one of the following situations applies 1o

you


https://www.irs.gov/credits-deductions/individuals/earned-income-tax-credit/use-the-eitc-assistant
https://www.irs.gov/credits-deductions/individuals/earned-income-tax-credit/use-the-eitc-assistant
https://www.irs.gov/credits-deductions/individuals/earned-income-tax-credit/use-the-eitc-assistant
https://www.irs.gov/credits-deductions/individuals/earned-income-tax-credit/use-the-eitc-assistant
https://www.irs.gov/credits-deductions/individuals/earned-income-tax-credit/use-the-eitc-assistant
https://www.irs.gov/credits-deductions/individuals/earned-income-tax-credit/use-the-eitc-assistant
https://www.irs.gov/credits-deductions/individuals/earned-income-tax-credit/use-the-eitc-assistant
https://www.irs.gov/credits-deductions/individuals/earned-income-tax-credit/use-the-eitc-assistant
https://www.irs.gov/credits-deductions/individuals/earned-income-tax-credit/use-the-eitc-assistant
https://www.irs.gov/credits-deductions/individuals/earned-income-tax-credit/use-the-eitc-assistant
https://www.irs.gov/credits-deductions/individuals/earned-income-tax-credit/use-the-eitc-assistant
https://www.irs.gov/credits-deductions/individuals/earned-income-tax-credit/use-the-eitc-assistant
https://www.irs.gov/credits-deductions/individuals/earned-income-tax-credit/use-the-eitc-assistant
https://www.irs.gov/credits-deductions/individuals/earned-income-tax-credit/use-the-eitc-assistant
https://www.irs.gov/credits-deductions/individuals/earned-income-tax-credit/use-the-eitc-assistant

Tuition and Fees Deduction (2) Learn more BEGIN <

DEDUCTIONS GUIDE DEDUCTIONS GUIDE

Education Expenses Qualified Education Expenses

5 S Form 1098-T
D I d yo u pay fO r t UItI O n bOOkS Would you like to explore possible credits and deductions related to education expenses? . A
y ’ Did you pay expenses to a qualifying educational institution 2025 (
- Covered in this sectio O
fees, and school supplies for R i

« Student loan interest « This deduction applies to expenses paid to schools that are eligible to participate in a s1

h igher Ed ucation oOr careeyr « Qualified education expenses (such as tuition) G e <:

training? If so, ®)ves <:

* Click YES that you would like to Education Credits |
explore credits & deductions. |

Learn more

Click YES that you paid

qualifying education expenses. Select a Student

Click YES that you have
completed entering your
income information.

Select your student NAME.

Please select the student you wish to explore education credits for:

(®) Anna Johnson

© Don't see who you're looking for? Add a dependent or spouse here

Form 1098-T

) Do you have a 1098T form?
Answer the questions about

your 1098-T form. If you do not jl>
have the form, you can request
it from your educational

Did the student receive Form 1098-T from the educational institution for 2g25

(@ ves
O No

Did the student receive Form 1098-T from the institution for 20242with box 2 filled in and box 7 checked?

(® No

Institution. > 6 oo




rrrrrrrr BEGIN

S I E I 5 >Tu|‘tion and Fees Deduction @)L

e Enter the School Information from

the 1098-T. Click CONTINUE. EDUCATION GUIDE Form 1098-T Information — SCHOOL NAME
Add an |n$titution Ifyou paid expenses for higher education in 2025, enter the amounts in the corresponding fields to determine the amount eligible for an education tax credit.
* If your expenses are more than your
° SCHOOL NAME I
scholarship/grants amount, enter -
the information for TUITION PAID S~ : '
Other Qualified Expenses
(BOX 1)’ GRANTS (BOX 5) and OTHER Address (Number and Street) * ¢ m
QUAL'FY'NG EXPENSES (bOOkS and SCHOOL ADDRESS
supplies you paid for out of your 1 Cote
owh bank account. Click CONTINUE.
City, Town, or Post Office *
| Richmond
e If your scholarships/grants are more
than your expenses and you addEd California
your Scholarshipslgra nts as Employer identification number (EIN) *

described in Step 4 of this guide,
leave the middle box (GRANTS) blank
here. Fill in the information from
TUITION PAID (Box 1), and OTHER
QUALIFYING EXPENSES (books and
supplies you paid for out of your own
bank account). Click CONTINUE.




American Opportunity Tax Credit Eligibility

S I E P 5 Answer the following questions to determine your eligibility for the American Opportunity Tax Credit.

Has the American Opportunity Tax Credit or the former HOPE credit already been claimed on four prior tax returns?

* Confirm that you are ® o

ﬁ

eligible for the American
Opportunity Tax Credit ol <:

by answering the four

eligibility questions. O ves

®

® Se | e Ct t h a t yo u a re Did the student have a felony drug conviction before the end of 20242

O Yes EDUCATION GUIDE

eligible for the American ® o

We recommend the American Opportunity Tax Credit

We've calculated each option you're eligible for to best reduce your taxes owed or maximize your refund. If you don't want to claim the AOTC, you can make another selection below.

ﬁ

Opportunity Tax Credit

No Credit or Deduction Lifetime Learning Credit American Opportunity Tax Credit
o o Don't claim a credit or deduction Claim the Lifetime Learning Credit Claim the AOTC
b y C I I C k I n g o n t h e b OX ° Decrease the amount | owe by/Increase my refund by Decrease the amount | owe by/Increase my refund by

+  Click CONTINUE. > ==




STEP 6: HEALTH
INSURANCE

Answer the Health Insurance - Affordable

Care Act Insurance Plan Question

John Burton Advocates for Youth A Step-by-Step Guide to Filing Your Own Taxes 2026 Tax Season



STEP 6

To Answer the ACA 2025
Question:

Affordable Care Act Insurance Plans

Reported on Form 1095-A

Did you, your spouse, or a dependent have insurance under the Affordable Care Actin 20257 (2

o Chck NO |f you have fu I |_ If so, sele_ct Yes — you must report Form 1095-A for the IRS to accept your return. If you did not have an Affordable
Care Act insurance plan, select No.

scope Medi-Cal coverage O Yes
or have insurance through O No <:

your employer.

Click YES if you paid for

health insurance using

Covered California.




STEP 7: STATE
TAX RETURN

Prepare your California
State Tax Return and
Claim the Foster Youth
Tax Credit (FYTC)!

John Burton Advocates for Youth

CASH BACK CREDIT

California’s Foster Youth Tax
Credit can put an EXTRA $1,189

in your pocket this year!

A Step-by-Step Guide to Filing Your Own Taxes

2026 Tax Season



ST E P 7 California Return

A Let's get started on your County of Principal Residence
o -  state return
Nice work on your We'll transfer your information from your federal to your state s

[ ]
I retu it tically, so this shc o ick! You'll enter soi --Select-- v
l return automatically, so this should be quick! You'll enter some
C I I C k G ET S A RT E D [ federal return' state-specific information, and we'll help you find all possible tax —-—

~Select-

Outside of California
Alameda

Alpine

Amador
Arkansas, Arizona, Dist of Columbia, Georgia, lowa, Idaho, Indiana, Kentucky, Butte

breaks.
Congrats! Now you're ready to
If you qualify for a free federal return, you can file a free state

move on to your state return. return for the following states

* Select the County where

Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Mississippi, Montana, North Calaveras
Carolina, North Dakota, New York, Oregon, Rhode Island, South Carolina, Colusa

you live from the drop- e

Returns for all other states are $0.00 El Dorado
Fresno

m Glenn

d OW n e n u ° Humboldt

Imperial

Inyo

Kern

Kings

Lake

Lassen -

BACK Skip state return

* Click YES.

o CI i C k Y ES California Return California Return
°

Principal Residence Address Healthcare Coverage

L - Did the Taxpayer have Full year minimum essential heaith care coverage for all members of the household?
Is your Principal/Physical Residence Address the same as the addre n the tax return? .
Is your Principal/Physical Residence Address the same as the address on the tax return




ST E P 7 California Return

CA Health Insurance through CA Marketplace

°® C I i C k N O if yO u We re i n S u red Did you, your spouse, or a dependent enroll in health insurance through the CA marketplace/exchange?

through work or Medi-Cal.

* Click YES if you paid for
insurance through Covered California Return

California

Did your Name change from your Prior Year tax return?

CA Renter’s Credit: O Ves

* Click YES if you paid rent in CA
for at |ea st 6 months Of 2025. The Renters Credit is automatically calculated if you answer YES below.

It doesn’t matter If It IS d Sma” Do you qualify for the Renters Credit?

amount or through a public @ Yes <:
program - if you pay monthly O N
rent select YES. © Learn More




Congratulations! You have completed your standard

STE P 7 California state return!

Would you like to add any of the following items or any additional items not listed below to your California state return?

© Was party to a Registered Domestic © Lived or worked in another state(s)
Partnership

*  Wait! You are not
© Filing Status is Head of Household (Need to

d one Wlt h t h e Complete CA Form 3532)

California return.

No

Click YES to go to the California Return
main California Return Basic nformation

Personal info needed for CA return =oIT
page.
Additions to Income
Adjustments for income taxed by CA but not the federal government BEGN
Ca I |f0 rnia REtu rn: Subtractions from Income
Adjustments for income taxed by the federal government but not CA s
* Click EDIT on the Credits
) ) Iltemized Deductions
SeCt 10N to CI alm t h e State-specific itemized deduction adjustments HESIN

BEGIN

Foster Youth Tax Credit. Credits <

State-specific tax credits




STEP 7

CA Earned Income Credit &
Foster Youth Tax Credit (Form
3514)

e (lick BEGIN.

At the very top of the page, it

should say "Foster Youth Tax
Credit.”

* Click BEGIN to go to the
main Foster Care Tax Credit

page.

CA Earned Income Credit & Foster Youth Tax Credit (Form 3514)

California Return

CA Earned Income Credit & Foster Youth Tax Credit (Form 3514)

Foster Youth Tax Credit

BEGIN

BEGIN



STE P 7 California Return

CA Foster Youth Tax Credit CA Foster Youth Tax Credit

(SC ro I I d Own) : Foster Youth Tax Credit Eligibility

A qualified taxpayer that is at least 18 years old and younger than 26 years old as of the last day of the taxable year
and is one who was in foster care while 13 years of age or older in an AFDC-FC placement, as described in Section
11402 of the Welfare and Institutions Code (AFDC-FC placements include an approved home a relative, a nonrelative

C I | Ck YES fo re I | | bl | |t for extended family member, a licensed family home of a nonrelative, a licensed group home or short-term residential
g y therapeutic placement, the home of a nonrelated legal guardian, a transitional housing placement for minors or a
transitional housing placement for nonminor dependents, an out of state group home, a supervised independent living

t h e Foste r YO ut h TaX C red |t placement), including a tribally approved home, as defined in subdivision (r) of Section 224.1 of the Welfare and

Institutions Code, or Approved Relative Caregiver Funding Program eligible placement, as described in Article 6
(commencing with Section 11450) of Chapter 2 of Part 3 of Division 9 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, by a Title
IV-E agency, pursuant to a voluntary placement agreement or a juvenile court order.

Click YES that you are
E||g|b|e for the Foster Youth Is the Taxpayer eligible for the Foster Youth Tax Credit?

Tax Credit. 8] V= <:
O No

Click YES to give consent for

« o ofs . o . Taxpayer - Do you give consent and authorize the California Department of Social Services to share limited information about you with
e | |g| bl I |ty ve rlfl Cat 10N. the California Franchise Tax Board for purposes of verifying your eligibility for the FYTC?

. -




STE P 7 | California Return

) CA Foster Youth Tax Credit
CA Foster Youth Tax Credit

(scroll down):

If the Taxpayer's name was different while in foster care than name on tax return (FTB relies on the information
entered on the tax return to verify taxpayer eligibility for the credit), enter that information below:

= If yo u n a m e h as Taxpayer's First Name while in foster care if different than what is on the tax return

Taxpayer's Middle Initial while in foster care if different than what is on the tax return

changed since you were <

in foster care, type in

your first, middle initial,

Taxpayer's Last Name while in foster care if different than what is on the tax return

and last name while in

foster care.

*This is so you can be

verified correctly *

* [f your name has not
changed, leave it blank.




STE P 7 California Return

CA Foster Youth Tax Credit
CA Foster Youth Tax Credit

(SC r()" down ): If you are providing consent above, you may attach to this return a PDF letter issued by a BEGIN <

county or state agency confirming each individual who claims the FYTC status as a foster
youth at or after age 13, or other proof of status as a condition of receiving the FYTC. Below
are samples of other proof/supporting documentation that may be provided:

e CDSS Foster Care Verification Form

e County-issued Letter

* If you have proof of foster

care (verification letter or

California Return
ward of the court letter),
Please add a(n) CA 3514 Foster Youth Credit Proof of Status PDF Attachment

Click BEGIN. If you don’t &
have this, that is ok. It is ) =

Drag and Drop PDF here, to upload a(n) CA 3514 Foster
Youth Credit Proof of Status PDF Attachment

not required. It provides a

back-up to the state’s

verification process.

Upload the PDF letter
and click DONE.

> DONE




STEP 7

Keep this contact
information in case
you need it later.

Click CONTINUE to exit
the main Foster Care Tax
Credit page.

If consent and/or the proof you submit does not result in satisfactory proof of your eligibility, you may be contacted to
provide additional proof, which may delay a decision on your eligibility.

To request information needed to verify your status as a foster youth at or after age 13, contact:

e California Department of Social Services (CDSS)
e Telephone: 916.651.8848
Email: piar@dss.ca.gov
e Mail: 744 P Street, Sacramento, CA 95814
e QOut-of-State Inquiries: cdss.osi@dss.ca.gov

A decision on your eligibility for the FYTC may be delayed or denied if your eligibility is not confirmed by CDSS or you
do not provide satisfactory proof of your eligibility to the FTB. For that reason, we recommend that you check the
applicable box to provide your consent and/or attach proof of your status as a foster youth at or after age 13 to your
tax return.

> CONTINUE




STE P 7 California Return

. CA Earned Income Credit & Foster Youth Tax Credit (Form 3514
Foster Youth Tax Credit ( )

Foster Youth Tax Credit BEGIN

Has IRS previously disallowed your Federal EIC?

Click NO for "Has IRS O ves
@No

previously disallowed your N
Federal EITC?” O

@ No
Child #1 reported on CA 3514 BEGIN
s "
C I I C k N O fo r H a S CA Child #2 reported on CA 3514 BEGIN

previously disallowed your T —
CA E I TC ?” In Home Supportive Services (IHSS) payments, or Medicare Waiver payments that are nontaxable for federal purposes that are NOT
. included on the CA return

$

CONTINUE

Leave the rest blank.

Click CONTINUE.




STE P 7 California Return

CA Earned Income Credit & Foster Youth Tax Credit (Form 3514)

* Click BACK.

Child Care Credit BEGIN
. College Access Tax Credit BEGIN
* Click EXIT CALIFORNIA
Other Credits BEGIN
RETURN

: Renters Credit EDIT

Schedule S, Other State Tax Credit BEGIN

CA Earned Income Credit & Foster Youth Tax Credit (Form 3514) EDIT

BACK <

> EXIT CALIFORNIA RETURN




STEP 7

Make sure to enter any additional
information that may apply to your
personal circumstances on your State
Return.

Review your Total Income, Tax Credits
and Refund Amounts.

Make sure you double check that all
your eligible credits are in the summary,
such as:

v (Federal) Earned Income Tax Credit
(Federal) Child Tax Credit
(Federal) Education Credits
(State) California Earned Income Tax Credit
(State) Young Child Tax Credit
(State) Foster Youth Tax Credit
(State) Renters Credit

Click VIEW RETURN.

Congratulations! You have completed your standard California state return!

Nould you like to add any of the following items or any additional items not listed below to your California state return?

© Was party to a Registered Domestic Partnership © Lived or worked in another state(s) <

© Filing Status is Head of Household (Need to Complete CA
Form 3532)

No

Tax Return Summary

Total Income

Adjusted Gross Income

Tax and Credits

Total Tax

Payments

Refund

California Refund

‘ VIEW RETURN ‘

i




STEP 8: SUBMIT

File your tax return!

John Burton Advocates for Youth A Step-by-Step Guide to Filing Your Own Taxes 2026Tax Season



STEP 8

File Your Return > Click YES. Ready to ﬂle?

Make sure you have your Adjusted If you're done with all the returns you need to file, we can get some final details
Gross Income (AGI) accessible from the and finish up!
prior year tax return which allows you

to file your return electronically. It can
be found on line 8b of the Form 1040.

* O, if this is your first time filing Q Yes, I'm done with my return(s) and ready to file! <
taxes, enter “S0” as your AGlI.

Are you ready to keep going?

Or, if you have an Identity (O No, I'm not ready.

Protection (IP) Pin, enter it when
prompted, instead of your prior-
year AGl.

If you do not have a copy of last year’s tax
return or an IP Pin, use the IRS Get
Transcript Online tool to view your AGI.
You must pass the Secure Access identity
verification process. Select the Tax Return
Transcript and use only the “Adjusted Gross
Income” line entry.



https://www.irs.gov/individuals/get-transcript
https://www.irs.gov/individuals/get-transcript
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/how-to-register-for-get-transcript-online-using-new-authentication-process

STEP 8

Read the information
to the right, to learn
what you will need to
file your tax return and
receive your refund, if
you qualified for one.

There are two ways to file your tax return:

1) E-file your return or

2) Send a paper copy to the both the IRS and California Franchise Tax Board
(CA FTB).

To File a Paper Tax Return:
* IRS:
 CAFTB:

If you qualify for a tax refund, there are two ways to receive your

refund:
1) Direct Deposit or
2) Paper check

To receive a direct deposit, you will need:
 Your Bank account routing number or
* Your Cash App routing number

To Receive a Paper Check from the IRS or CA FTB, you will need a reliable and
safe address.

If you don’t have a safe, reliable address where you can receive your refund, consider using a local foster youth
center or Independent Living Program (ILP); the office of your current/former social worker or dependency
attorney, probation officer, or case manager; or, if you have one, your CASA, housing program, or
current/former foster parent/caregiver.


https://www.irs.gov/filing/individuals/how-to-file
https://www.irs.gov/filing/individuals/how-to-file
https://www.irs.gov/filing/individuals/how-to-file
https://www.irs.gov/filing/individuals/how-to-file
https://www.irs.gov/filing/individuals/how-to-file
https://www.ftb.ca.gov/file/ways-to-file/index.html
https://www.ftb.ca.gov/file/ways-to-file/index.html
https://www.ftb.ca.gov/file/ways-to-file/index.html
https://www.ftb.ca.gov/file/ways-to-file/index.html
https://www.ftb.ca.gov/file/ways-to-file/index.html

AFTER FILING

Check the
Status of
Your Return

More tips on “After Filing” can be
found here:

John Burton Advocates for Youth

When your Federal and/or state return(s) have been processed,
an automatic notification is sent to the e-mail address
associated with your account, as well as to the mailbox within
your account located in the navigation menu on the left side of
the screen. If you did not receive the e-mail notification, be sure
to add TaxSlayer to your safe senders list so that their messages
are not delivered to your SPAM or JUNK folder.

Once your Federal and/or state return(s) have been accepted,
you will be able to login to your account from the TaxSlayer
homepage and access your accepted Federal and/state return(s)
directly from the "My Account" screen shown under the "Return
Status" tab. You can click on the print button to print your
returns.

A Step-by-Step Guide to Filing Your Own Taxes 2026 Tax Season


https://jbay.org/resources/after-filing-fy/
https://jbay.org/resources/after-filing-fy/
https://jbay.org/resources/after-filing-fy/
https://jbay.org/resources/after-filing-fy/
https://jbay.org/resources/after-filing-fy/

-
AFTER FILING

Save YOu r Save a copy of your return and your tax documents and receipts on a
password protected computer or print a copy and save your return in

Fi |ES & Keep a locked filing cabinet along with your tax documents.
them Safe

Did you already file but need to file an Amendment, meaning correct
something on your tax return? You may want to consider filing an
amendment if you missed a document, chose the wrong filing status,
NEEd to did not claim a dependent of yours, or missed a credit or deduction. If

Amend a
REtu 'n ? your return at a VITA site:

so, follow the directions here to correct your tax return:
You can also amend

John Burton Advocates for Youth A Step-by-Step Guide to Filing Your Own Taxes 2026 Tax Season


https://www.taxslayer.com/tax-amendments
https://www.taxslayer.com/tax-amendments
https://www.taxslayer.com/tax-amendments
https://jbay.org/resources/fy-vita-sites/
https://jbay.org/resources/fy-vita-sites/
https://jbay.org/resources/fy-vita-sites/
https://jbay.org/resources/fy-vita-sites/
https://jbay.org/resources/fy-vita-sites/

AFTE R FI LI NG The email notifying you of the rejection should provide the reason.

Make corrections by logging back into TaxSlayer and re-file. If that
doesn’t work, you may have to file a paper return or contact the
IRS. The most common reasons for rejection are:

What |f my * Employer EIN does not match IRS information

e Social Security number does not match IRS name
Return was o | |

* Someone already filed using your Social Security number

Rejected? (identity theft)

* [RS identity theft PIN is wrong or was omitted

Paper File Federal Return:

Paper File State Return:

John Burton Advocates for Youth A Step-by-Step Guide to Filing Your Own Taxes 2026 Tax Season


https://www.irs.gov/filing/individuals/how-to-file
https://www.irs.gov/filing/individuals/how-to-file
https://www.irs.gov/filing/individuals/how-to-file
https://www.irs.gov/filing/individuals/how-to-file
https://www.irs.gov/filing/individuals/how-to-file
https://www.ftb.ca.gov/file/ways-to-file/index.html
https://www.ftb.ca.gov/file/ways-to-file/index.html
https://www.ftb.ca.gov/file/ways-to-file/index.html
https://www.ftb.ca.gov/file/ways-to-file/index.html
https://www.ftb.ca.gov/file/ways-to-file/index.html

JOHN BURTON ADVOCATES FOR YOUTH

For more tax filing resources, please visit:
https://jbay.org/resources/tax-filing-tax-credits-informational-resources/

JBAY



https://jbay.org/resources/tax-filing-tax-credits-informational-resources/
https://jbay.org/resources/tax-filing-tax-credits-informational-resources/
https://jbay.org/resources/tax-filing-tax-credits-informational-resources/
https://jbay.org/resources/tax-filing-tax-credits-informational-resources/
https://jbay.org/resources/tax-filing-tax-credits-informational-resources/
https://jbay.org/resources/tax-filing-tax-credits-informational-resources/
https://jbay.org/resources/tax-filing-tax-credits-informational-resources/
https://jbay.org/resources/tax-filing-tax-credits-informational-resources/
https://jbay.org/resources/tax-filing-tax-credits-informational-resources/
https://jbay.org/resources/tax-filing-tax-credits-informational-resources/
https://jbay.org/resources/tax-filing-tax-credits-informational-resources/
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