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Housekeeping
• This webinar is being recorded and will be 

posted online at jbay.org.

• Attendees may turn on or disable closed 
captioning. 

• Submit questions in the “Q&A” section at any 
time. Questions will be answered out loud by 
presenters at the end of the webinar. Chat is not 
available for this webinar.

• Slides will be emailed following the webinar
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Why Financial Aid Matters
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Foster & Homeless Youth Face Significant 
Barriers while Pursuing Postsecondary 
Education

2021John Burton Advocates for Youth

• Lack of parental/familial support

• Lack of stable living environment 

• Trauma experiences

• Increasing skepticism about the value of higher education  

• Burdensome program rules & extensive documentation

• Limited academic preparation

• Accessing financial aid 

October 22, 2025
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Financial Aid Makes a Difference
High school seniors who complete the FAFSA are 84 percent more 
likely to enroll in higher education.

2021

Students 
receiving ≥ 

$7,500

49% 
transferred 

or graduated

Students 
receiving 

$1,000-$2,500

17% 
transferred 

or graduated

Foster youth who received the Chafee grant were almost 2.4 
times more likely to complete a degree!

October 22, 2025



There is money available!

Foster Youth Homeless

Federal Pell Grant $7,395 $7,395

FSEOG $400 $400

Cal Grant Access Award $6,000 $1,648

CA College Promise Grant $1,104 (tuition) $1,104 (tuition)

Chafee Grant $4,500 N/A

Student Success Completion Grant (SSCG) $10,500 $2,596

EOPS or NextUp Grant $3,000 $1,000

Total: $32,899 $14,143

Community college sample package for full-time student (12 units) without 
dependents



YOU Make a Difference
Foster youth who reported receiving “a lot of 

encouragement” to continue their 

education beyond high school had a greater 

likelihood of completing college. 

2021John Burton Advocates for Youth October 22, 2025
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The most effective 
strategy to 
increase FAFSA 
completion is 
personal 
one-on-one 
assistance or 
advising.

October 22, 2025



What’s New
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26-27 FAFSA & CADAA Updates
• FAFSA and CADAA opened by October 1st. 

• Identify verification on the FSA ID is now 
automatically processed.

• The gender question on the FAFSA only 
has been replaced with a question about 
the student’s sex 

• The CADAA is still available for mixed- 
status families.

October 22, 2025
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Federal Financial Aid Updates
• Federal loans: Restructures income-driven repayment plan to 

make repayment more expensive for borrowers
• Loan caps:

o $257,500 lifetime borrowing limit
o Graduate loan caps: $20,500 per year, $100K lifetime limit.
o Professional degrees: $50K per year, $200K lifetime limit
o Parent PLUS: $20K per year, $65K lifetime limit

• Eliminates Economic Hardship Deferment and Unemployment 
deferment for borrowers (on or after 7/1/27)

• Short-term Pell for programs between 8-15 weeks
• Changes take effect July 1, 2026, unless otherwise noted

October 22, 2025
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California Chafee Grant Updates 

- In California, maximum Chafee Grant 

award lowered to $4,500

- In California, Chafee Grant remains open 

to CADAA eligible students

October 22, 2025
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This Webinar

Focuses on independent single students

Covers the highlights only

Covers the 2026-27 application year

October 22, 2025



How to Apply for 
Financial Aid
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• Free Application for Federal Student 
Aid 

• U.S. Citizen, a permanent resident or 
other eligible non-citizen

• Apply at fafsa.gov (mobile option 
available)

• Available in English or Spanish online

• Federal and State aid

• Eligibility: AB 540, Temporary Protected 
Status or U Visa, or Mixed Status Families

• Apply at dream.csac.ca.gov

• Available in English only online (paper 
Spanish application)

• State aid only

• Qualifies students as CA residents

• CSAC Privacy Memo available at 
www.csac.ca.gov/sites/default/files/2024-11/eom_
2024_04.pdf 

John Burton Advocates for Youth

https://www.csac.ca.gov/sites/default/files/2024-11/eom_2024_04.pdf
https://www.csac.ca.gov/sites/default/files/2024-11/eom_2024_04.pdf
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Cost of 
Attendance 

(COA):                                
Total Amount to 
attend college, 

including tuition and 
non-tuition costs. 

Student Aid 
Index (SAI): 

A calculation used to
determine eligibility 
for need-based aid. 
SAI can go as low as 

-1500. 

Eligibility for 
Need-Based Aid: 

i.e., Cal Grant, Pell 
Grant etc. 

How is Eligibility Determined?

October 22, 2025

The Chafee Grant is EXCLUDED from the calculation of 
eligibility for unmet 



Deadlines*
To qualify for state and institutional aid: 

4-Year Universities:

CA Community Colleges:

March 2, 2026

September 2, 2026

Private or out of state colleges may have different deadlines. If you’ve missed these deadlines, you can still apply. While most aid will no longer be 
available, some grants, such as the Federal Pell Grant, will still be available. 

*Priority deadlines can change. Be sure to check for the latest information. 



Before the FAFSA/CADAA
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What a student needs to apply

List of at least one and up to 20 colleges

FSA ID log-in information (FAFSA only)

Statewide Student Identifier (SSID) or Individual Taxpayer 
Identification Number (ITIN) (Optional on CADAA only)

Information about current assets, such as cash checking 
and savings accounts



FAFSA/CADAA Application
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• Determine if a student is 
“Independent”

• Populates for ALL students. 

• Student should select all 
that apply. 

Student Personal 
Circumstances



Current & Former Foster Youth
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How is foster youth status verified?

October 22, 2025

• Financial aid offices can automatically 
verify through a data match with the 
California Department of Social 
Services (CDSS); however, this doesn’t 
always happen, and a letter may be 
required.

• Once verified, does not need to be 
redetermined if at the same institution
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How is foster youth status verified?

October 22, 2025

Help students get 
their ward of the 
court verification 
letter before high 
school graduation. 

To Get a Foster Youth Verification 
Letter:

▪ Current foster youth: Contact the 
social worker or Independent Living 
Program (ILP)

▪ Former foster youth: May also 
contact the Office of the California 
Foster Care Ombudsperson: 
877-846-1602. 
https://fosteryouthhelp.ca.gov/ 

    TIP!

https://fosteryouthhelp.ca.gov/


Who can provide verification?

▪ Court order or official State 
documentation that the 

student received Federal or 
State support in foster care

▪ Verification of eligibility for a 
Chafee Grant

▪ A phone call, written statement, from:
• A State, county, or Tribal agency administering a 

program under part B or E of title IV of the Social 
Security Act;

• A State Medicaid agency; or
• A public or private foster care placing agency or 

foster care facility or placement.
• An attorney, GAL, or Court Appointed Special 

Advocate
• A financial aid administrator who documented the 

student’s circumstance in the same or a prior 
award year.

Financial aid administrators must accept any of the following:



The single most important factor 
influencing 

a positive outcome for children and 
youth

 is an enduring relationship with a 
caring, attuned adult.



The single most important factor influencing 
a positive outcome for children and youth
 is an enduring relationship with a caring, 

attuned adult.

Unaccompanied Homeless Students

Unaccompanied
 Not in the physical 
custody of a parent 

or guardian.

Homeless 
Lacking fixed, regular, and adequate 

housing

Self-supporting AND at risk 
of being homeless 

A student is paying for their living 
expenses (including housing) AND 

when a student’s housing may cease 
to be fixed, regular, and adequate.

OR



“Lacking fixed, regular and adequate housing” includes 
students who:

Are staying with other 
people temporarily due to 
loss of housing, economic 

hardship, or a similar 
reason (i.e., 

couch-surfing) 

Are living in motels, 
hotels, trailer parks, or 
camping grounds due 

to the lack of 
alternative adequate 

accommodations

Are living in 
emergency 

shelters

Are living in their car, 
sleeping outside, or 
staying someplace 
not normally meant 

for human 
habitation.



Assessing Housing Status
▪ Can you tell me about where you’re staying right now? Do you stay in 

the same place every night?”

▪ “Could your friend/relative that you are currently staying with ask you to 
leave if they wanted to? Where would you go if they asked you to 
leave?”

▪ “Do you feel like the place you’re staying is temporary, or more long- 
term?”

▪ “Do you had to move around from place to place (sometimes referred to 
as couchsurfing) because you lost your housing or can’t afford your own 
place to live?”

October 22, 2025John Burton Advocates for Youth



Homelessness 
Determinations▪ More options for 

verification! 

▪ FAAs MUST accept 
documentation, 
including a 
documented phone call 
from these entities 
unless there is 
“documented 
conflicting information.” 

▪ Status does not need to 
be redetermined every 
year

October 22, 2025
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Homelessness 
Determinations• If “None of these apply”, 

the student can complete 
the FAFSA but must 
contact the financial aid 
office.

• FAA’s MUST make a 
determination based on a 
written statement, or 
documented interview, 
with a student.
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Student Unusual Circumstances
If a student has 
unusual 
circumstances, they 
will be “Provisionally 
Independent” and will 
need to contact their 
FAA to make a final 
determination. 

 



John Burton Advocates for Youth

The single most important factor influencing 
a positive outcome for children and youth
 is an enduring relationship with a caring, 

attuned adult.
Gender or Sex Race and Ethnicity Citizenship Status

Parent Education 
Status

Parent Killed in Line 
of Duty

High School 
Completion Status

Demographics Section: Overview

October 22, 2025



Students may select “Prefer not to answer” for questions about race, 
ethnicity, and parent education level. On the FAFSA, students are 
asked to indicate their sex and can only select “Male” or “Female.” On 
the CADAA, students are asked to indicate their gender. In either case, 
the selection does not affect a students eligibility for financial aid. 

Proactively create a safe space for students before asking 
questions about gender/sex.

If a student is an eligible non-citizen, they will be asked to enter 
their Alien Registration Number. 

Demographics Section: Tips



High School Completion Status: Tips

If the student completed or will 
complete high school, use the search 
function to find their high school to 
ensure it is entered correctly. 

Students who were homeschooled or 
received a high school equivalency 
certificate (i.e. GED) are eligible for 
aid.
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Tax Information

The amount reported will be DEDUCTED from the student’s total 
income and could result in eligibility for more aid.



Student 
Assets

When asked about 
current student 
assets, student 
financial aid, such as 
grants or 
scholarships, does 
NOT need to be 
reported. 
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Selecting Colleges

October 22, 2025
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CADAA: AB540 Affidavit 
• The AB540 Affidavit is embedded in 

the CADAA application. 

• Students will need to confirm their 
eligibility based on:

• At least 3 years of full-time 
attendance or coursework at 
California schools 

• Be on track to obtain high school 
graduation (diploma or alternative) 
or be on track to obtain an 
associates degree or transfer to a 
CSU/UC



After the FAFSA/CADAA

John Burton Advocates for Youth October 22, 2025
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Chafee Grant Overview & Eligibility
• Current or former foster youth who 

was a dependent or ward of the 
court between 16-18

• Up to $4,500 for up to 5 years until 
age 26.

• Can be used at public or private 
colleges, universities or career and 
technical schools in California or 
out of state.

• Must be enrolled at least half-time.

October 22, 2025



Chafee Grant Application Tips

A separate application is required for first time applicants in addition to 
the FAFSA/CADAA (chafee.csac.ca.gov) 

Apply as soon as possible- students can apply now. 

Planned School of Attendance refers to one college the student plans to 
attend. If the school isn’t listed, contact CSAC. 

Depending on the availability of funding, students may be wait-listed. 



Webgrants 4 Students Account

Create a Webgrants 4    
Students Account at: 
mygrantinfo.csac.ca.gov 

• Wait until their FAFSA/CADAA is processed. 
It can take 1-2 weeks for the FAFSA to process 
and link to WebGrants. 

• If there are issues, contact the California 
Student Aid Commission (CSAC):

• (888) 224-7268 or 1-800-735-2929 (TTY)
• studentsupport@csac.ca.gov 

https://mygrantinfo.csac.ca.gov/
mailto:studentsupport@csac.ca.gov
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WebGrants To Do’s for Students

Check award 
status for Cal 
Grant, Middle 
Class Scholarship 
and Chafee Grant

Verify if there are 
any “pending” 
items or forms 
that still need to 
be completed

Confirm that 
school of 
attendance is 
accurate 

Verify that your 
GPA has been 
received. If not, 
contact high 
school counselor 
or CSAC

Enter high school 
graduation date 
(available on the 
1st day of the 
month of 
graduation month.

If you applied for 
Chafee Grant, 
check that 
“Department of 
Social Services 
Record” is verified.

October 22, 2025
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Check Your Award Status

October 22, 2025
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Example: Award Pending for Chafee Grant

October 22, 2025



Understanding Satisfactory Academic 
Progress

Students who fail to meet their institution’s SAP standards for two 
consecutive terms will lose eligibility for most financial aid.

John Burton Advocates for Youth October 22, 2025
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Educate Students About SAP & 
How to Maintain Financial Aid

October 22, 2025

Inform 
students about 
how SAP works

1

Refer
 students to an 

academic 
counselor to 
ensure they 
register for 

proper classes

2

Advise 
students to talk 
to a counselor 

before 
withdrawing 

from any 
classes

3

Educate
students about 

the appeal 
process if they 
fail to meet SAP

4

Connect 
students to 

resources early 
- be proactive, 

not reactive

5



CalKIDS 
Scholarships
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Research shows that compared to 
children without college savings, 
children with savings for college are:

• 3x more likely to enroll in college 
• 5x more likely to graduate 

College Savings Makes a Difference

2021
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Types of CalKIDS Scholarships
There are two types of CalKIDS Accounts

• $25 initial deposit for all children 
born in California between July 1, 
2022 – June 30, 2023

• $100 initial deposit for all children 
born in California after July 1, 2023

• $500 for eligible low-income students 
• Additional $500 for foster youth
• Additional $500 for homeless youth 

At Birth Account School-Age Account

October 22, 2025



*Any foster youth who did not receive the low-income payment will also be awarded that in 
their account 

John Burton Advocates for Youth

Expanded Eligibility: 
School Age CalKIDS Accounts

Academic Year Grade Identified On:
(Census Day) 

2021- 2022  1 - 12 October 6, 2021

2022 - 2023 1 October 5, 2022

2023 - 2024 1 October 4, 2023

NEW: 2024-2025

1 - 12  (foster youth only through 27/28)*
1  (low-income & homeless)

ACCOUNTS WILL BE CREATED BY THE END OF 2025

October 2, 2024

2025
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Claim CalKIDS Scholarships!
• Funds can be used once a student is 

enrolled in an eligible college (including 
technical/vocational schools)

• Scholarships may be claimed at any 
time. 

• Funds must be used before the age of 
26. 

calkids.org

October 22, 2025



What is Needed to Claim a Student Account?
1. Statewide Student 

Identifier (SSID) or 
unique CalKIDS code 
found on the letter sent 
by mail

2. Student’s date of birth

3. Name of the county 
where the student was 
enrolled when their 
account was created



 Webgrants 4 Students: CalKIDS Update!
○ All students who have 

a WG4S account and 
a matched CalKIDS 
account in their name 
will see a new section 
for CalKIDS on the 
WG4S portal

○ Data is updated 
monthly
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Population Current 
Claims 

Current 
Percent 
Claimed

2026 Goal: 
Percent 

Claim

Foster Youth 3,302 
of 32,391 10.2% 50% 

Students 
Experiencing 

Homelessness

20,966
of 209,122 10% 50%  

CalKIDS Goals 

Estimated based on July 2025 claims. 



Resources
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jbay.org/resources/financial-aid-guide/ 
calkids.org/partners/marketing-toolkit/

calkids.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/CalKIDS-Program-Inform
ation-Guide-8.1.23.pdf

High School Counselor Toolkits

Financial Aid Guide (English & Spanish)

Recorded Webinar

FAFSA/CADAA Visual Guides

JBAY Financial Aid Resources

CalKIDS Program Guide & Marketing Resources

http://jbay.org/resources/financial-aid-guide/
https://calkids.org/partners/marketing-toolkit/


JBAY Financial Aid Resources
jbay.org/resources/financial-aid-guide/

Visit cacollegepathways.org for 
comprehensive college planning 

information for current and 
former foster youth. 

Available in English and Spanish for 
adult supporters of youth in grades 

6-12 and for youth in grades 9-12. 

Includes downloadable checklists & 
student spotlight videos!

JBAY’s Step-by-Step Postsecondary Education 
Planning Guides for Foster Youth
 jbay.org/resources/ed-planning-guide/



Resources for 
Homeless Youth

School House Connection
www.schoolhouseconnection.org/fafsa/

✔ Sample Verification Letters
✔ Screening tools
✔ Flowcharts
✔ And more!

National Center for Homeless 
Education
nche.ed.gov/higher-education/

John Burton Advocates for Youth

Other Resources
ICanGoToCollege.com
ICanGoToCollege.com

Financial Aid for Justice-Involved 
Youth
ylc.org/resource/financial-aidfor-jj-youth

Immigrants Rising
immigrantsrising.org 

Advising California Undocumented 
Students & Mixed-Status Families
firstgenempower.org/advising-undocu-students 

October 22, 2025

http://www.schoolhouseconnection.org/fafsa/
https://nche.ed.gov/higher-education/
http://icangotocollege.com/
http://ylc.org/resource/financial-aidfor-jj-youth
https://immigrantsrising.org/
http://firstgenempower.org/advising-undocu-students


JBAY Foster Youth 
FAFSA/CADAA 

Challenge
● Ongoing assistance for Foster 

Youth Services Coordinating 
Programs (FYSCPs) 
participating in the Foster 
Youth FAFSA Challenge

John Burton Advocates for Youth

Homeless Education 
Monthly Drop-In 

Office Hours
● Open to anyone supporting 

students experiencing 
homelessness

● Opportunity to ask questions, 
share challenges, and connect with 
peers

October 22, 2025

Next Session: Thursday, 
November 6, 2025 at 10:00 AM

Registration Link: 
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/ypS

wxbyFTNGekQz4JJ1Gpg

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus06web.zoom.us%2Fmeeting%2Fregister%2FypSwxbyFTNGekQz4JJ1Gpg&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cd360f16ab3f246be80b008ddfc525e00%7Cf97374fd4a0a42af8202ecae72105dc0%7C0%7C0%7C638944152888610786%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dqtAipDigAT7zXAKnuC1Idzf0%2BBwFQ%2Fa9KNn0FQ4xAI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus06web.zoom.us%2Fmeeting%2Fregister%2FypSwxbyFTNGekQz4JJ1Gpg&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cd360f16ab3f246be80b008ddfc525e00%7Cf97374fd4a0a42af8202ecae72105dc0%7C0%7C0%7C638944152888610786%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dqtAipDigAT7zXAKnuC1Idzf0%2BBwFQ%2Fa9KNn0FQ4xAI%3D&reserved=0
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FAFSA 2025-2026 Preview

https://fsapartners.ed.gov/fafsa-prototype/2627
Access Code: prototype2627

October 22, 2025

https://fsapartners.ed.gov/fafsa-prototype/2627


THANK YOU
JBAY.ORGCody Van Felden

cody@jbay.org


