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ABOUT THIS GUIDE

The purposef thisguideis to walk youhroughthe process of
filing your taxes fronbeginning to endor free usingthe
TaxSlayer’d$ree filing site,

Seltfiling Is agoodoption for youngadults who:
" are filingthe most recenyear tax return(2024),
" are comfortable using online tax software,
“wantto learnhowto file on theirown, and

" haveearnedless thar$67,000in 2024.

Not sure about sekliling? If you don’t believe seffiling is the best
option for you, there are Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) sites
you can visit for free onen-one assistance from a certified volunteer tax
preparer. Use this roster to identify a VITA site:



http://www.myfreetaxes.org/
https://jbay.org/resources/fy-vita-sites/

John Burton Advocates for  Youth

ATTENTIONI!

former foster youthmay claimthe

For more info oreligibility and
how to claim this credit, please
see "STE. Sate Tax Return”
beginning on slid&8.

This Is the third year thaturrent and

CaliforniaFoster YouthTax Credit
(FYTC) wortlhup to $1,154 in 2025
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File your taxes for free

United Way is here to help you move up financially.
Get started to access new tax credits for your family.

Go toMyFreeTaxes.org

ClickFILE ON M©WN

File on my own (quick and File with virtual help Schedule in-person help
easy)

Scrollto enter your
contactinformation.

Before you start: You'll need to have a few documents to file. Complete this checklist to be prepared to file. A

. What's your full name? -
C I I C kG E I ! ; I A I 3 I I D Type your answer here...
Type your answer here...

name@example.com

(o) 3006-3000¢

Enter 5 digit zip code here...

Would you like to sign up to receive resources about other credits, benefits, and services by
email or text?

(@) Yes No



http://myfreetaxes.org/

STEH

If you aren’t automatically
redirectedto aform, clickthe

ORANGE BUT T(Qivat sayst
will redirectyou.

AnswerYES/ou earned less
than $67,000 in 2024.

(If you earned more than $84,000 you are not
eligible to seHile with MyFreeTaxes.org and should
use an alternate tax filing method).

Enter yourZIP CODand select
that you areNOTA RESIDENT
OF PUERTRICO

ClickFILENOW

&

You should have been redirected to MyFreeTaxes.com for the next step to filing your taxes. If the new window doesn’t open, click here.

] yf ree
(1 (X

File your taxes for free.

Get the assistance you
need.
Seriously.

MyFreeTaxes helps people file their
federal and state taxes for free, and
it's brought to you by United Way.

ABOUT

FAQ

NEWSLETTER SIGN-UP

TAX TIME FINANCIAL CHECKELIST
PARTMER PORTAL

PRIVACY POLICY

SUPPORTERS

VOLUNTEER

LET US HELP YOU FILE YOUR OWN TAXES FOR FREE.

This is a great option for people who:

® Are filing a current year return (for 2024 taxes).
® Are comfortable using tax software, or want to learn.

DID YOU EARN LESS THAN $84,000 IN 20247

YES NO

WHAT IS YOUR ZIP CODE?

DO YOU HAVE INCOME FROM SELF-EMPLOYMENT?

YES NO

| WOULD LIKE TO OPT-IN TO BE CONTACTED BY UNITED WAY (OPTIONAL.

jl> it




STEH =

faxes

Your o\ W X

Civil Rights 2 %%
are * ALY J 2

After 15 Seconds File your taxes for free. PROTECTED I

frOm C||Ck|ng|:| LE Get the assistance you

need. Sus Derechos Civiles™
NOW the Seriously. estan PROTEGIDOS

MyFreeTaxes helps people file their

MyFreeTaxes.org '  ST
page will direct

it's brought to you by United Way.

you to the N

TaxSlayer e
VITA/TCE selbrep ' et e
Kioskscreen. - S

> FILE NOW




my fre e Support Espafiol
taxes

STEH

Thank you for using MyFreeTaxes.
File your taxes for free.

* You wilinow leavethe
MyFreeTaxes.orgage and
be directedto the TaxSlayer
VITA/TCE selbrep kiosk

page

Get the assistance you
need.

We're transferring you to TaxSlayer using our special referral link so you can file your taxes for free.
Please note, this software does not support filing for users who earn $73,000 or more in 2024.
Sen ous Iy If you have questions while filing, please come back and visit our Support page.

: 10 seconds remaining
MyFreeTaxes helps people file their EiLE BN
federal and state taxes for free, and

it's brought to you by United Way.

e ClickFILBENOW Welcome to the TaxSlayer VITA/TCE self-prep
kiosk

» No current year preparation or electronic filing Fees
« Unlimited current year states

» Click theCONTINUButton T
to createa TaxSlayer
Account

For assistance while completing your return, please contact the free tax assistance program
where you received the referral link to this software. They have IRS-certified specialists available
to assist you.

Click the Continue button to create a new account or login with
an existing account.

* (GO on toStep?2. SONTILE <:




STER: CREATE -
ANOTHER ACCOUNT o

Createan account with" TaxSlaye€t J -

the free IRSelffiling website.

John Burton Advocates for  Youth A Step -by-Step Guide to Filing Your Own Taxes 2025 Tax Season



STEP O Taxslayer

* CIlickCREATE ACCOUNT

Log In

Need a TaxSlayer account? Create account.

Username

| |
* Fill outthe informationneeded <:
for a TaxSlayeAccount

Forgot Username Forgot Password

LOG IN

D Important: Save youusername

andpassword i secure place @Taxslayer

Wilig your tax documents Create your account.
D You donot needto enter all the

Email address

Information at onetime.

D You can log iand outof your tax |
account as you work on your e <
return.

| |
. ‘ | I ‘ < R I A I I < < O l | N I By clicking 'Create Account’, you agree to our Privacy Policy and License
Agreement

Copyright ® 2022 TaxSlayer




STER

 If prompted complete
the captcha

* Enter the security code
sentto yourphone
number thenclick VERIEY

« After you verifyyour
account you will receivea
message thayour account
IS created ClickCONTINUE
to beginyour 2024 tax
return.

Select all images with

cars
Click verify once there are none left

Success! Your TaxSlayer account

has been created.

Now, let’'s keep going.

= <—

Check your phone

Enter the verification code we sent you to verify.

We sent a code to:

(920) 471-8177

Enter the 6-digit code




STER: PERSONAL
INFORMATION

Loginto TaxSlayer and begin séling
your 202 tax return, beginning with

entering your personal information

John Burton Advocates for  Youth A Step -by-Step Guide to Filing Your Own Taxes 2025 Tax Season



3 I E B Need a TaxSlayer account? Create account
sSeémame

Loginto TaxSlayeusing
your username and
passwod.

Typeyour FULL LEGAL
NAMEInto the box.

Personalize your TaxSlayer experience

I f yO u arem arrl e d an d You'll unlock important tax reminders and helpful tips specific to your tax situation.

Plpaps rirvipar the informetion below prd gign 1o sgres 1o S terme arvd condisions

filing jointly: CHECK THE e e e

infermatsn. e use yowr Tas Reium mfomssios only @ scomdasce Wi ihese applcatie (aes o reguistions o pepare on sl N preparn) yoor [as relus, (o provide SEeTeies sssoosies mit prepanrg yeg e
robry, @od fo periwlile yoe st st products and sensices pou apecifizally qoes o aonsesd 10
=10).¢

W une e informnadon you [Foics i@ iB0ee In Compete sersioes and poduct o regees] Thal | s ey e o ndamateon o show s i ieesl perdiunts (1P spodicsiie’ maoh s nptees 5 pap for e
prEpEEROn eeieo (o ) Sefurd Trargten. varlsm wies 1 receoed & mfund Seborseree. personsiz ed g e, arsl other roleonn [rodiens B penecin (e Upon pOoF Tai ResfirnimToesaiio. These offers may

0 frorn Ul or @ Tand Pty Seraion ot A3 permiled By e we M s e e o formailion you provade 16 asd0ess gueesliong BurTeied L ol Gl Or oirecl R saleme, 1o snd i o deartly
slmta rrarting Mg of b prorce rellcmio o iee ploSects strece, efdnoior, e promolioes

iy, w3l e P FlorEmen ver criiee] e Soni s fvnibges faad, idesiliy Saefl, and oiher diegal shvily and e pEranasy aad irerow sl Bt

If you arenot married:
LEAVE THE CHECKBOX T _ <:

&nna Johnson

BLANK

ClickCONTINUE. <
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If you haveast year’stax
return you can uploadt and
clickVIEW RESULTS.

If not, clickSKIP

Type In youpersonalinfo:

*IMPORTANT?*

Enter your personal information
exactly as it is written on your
Social Security Card or
Individual Taxpayer
Identification Number (ITIN).
Be sure to duble check spelling
and numbers

Personal Information

Taxpayer's Information

R

Want to get a head start on your Tax Return?

aily ot ol E s Ind cematlo® By uipksadag & el of kst

*

(=




S T E B Personal Information

Country *

United States v

Enter yourMAILING ADDRESS.

Address (street number & name) *

If you do not havea mailing ‘

address aska shelter,clinic,or A <:
youth center(that you could

retrieve mail from}o use their \
addressandenter that
Information. \

State *

California v

For residency status

D If you lived in California the whole
year selectFULLYEARRESIDENDF What is your state residency status? *
THISSTATE | am a full-year resident of this state <:

() l'am a full-year resident of another state

D If you movedo Californian 2025 and
lived inadifferent state in2024,select () 1am a part-year resident of this state
FULLYEAR RESIDENTANOTHER
STATE

| | have a stateside military address

D If you lived in multiplestates select
PARTYEAR STARESIDENT




ST E F\% Additional Information

* Selectanyand all Susie Information
CHECKBOXHfat are true for
you; otherwiseleaveblank. Check all that apply:
Susie can be claimed as a dependent on someone else's return. () <:
« NOTEThemost commormon Susie was over age 18 and a full-time student at an eligible educational institution. ~ (?) <:
the listarethe 1st & 2nd Susie s blind.
selections: Susie s deceased.
%o Claimed as a dependent on Susie wishes to contribute $3 to the Presidential Election Campaign Fund.
someone else’s tax returnf Susie served in a combat zone during the current tax year. ()
someone such as a caregivet, Susie was affected by a natural disaster during the current tax year.
parent, or guardian provided more Susie received, sold, or disposed of a digital asset (or financial interest in a digital asset) in the current tax year.
than half your support for the tax Susie prefers to receive written communications from the IRS in a language other than English.

year (2024), they can legally claim
you as a dependent on their tax

return.
%o FUll-time student at an eligible jl> m

educational institution

Susie prefers 1o receive written communications from the IRS in an accessible format.




STER

» Select youFILING STATUS.

(Clickthe filing status wizard if you are
unsure

ClickYESr NOto claim

dependentson yourreturn:

D If you area custodialparent or
guardianto a child orrelative,click YES
and enter thar information.

D If not, clickNO.

If you have experiencedentity
theft ortaxfraud andthe IRS
hasprovided you witha sixdigit
ldentity Protection Pinselect
YES

If not, selectNO.

What's your filing status? (@ Leam more

Mead help determining your filing status?

Dependents or Qualifying Person(s)

) Single
) Married Filing Jointly ’ .
FILING STATUS WIZARD |
) Married Filing Separately ; v
| th 158
ant Ch a

= (-

Do you have children or relatives who rely on you for support and live in your home? If so, you might be able to receive potential tax credits and tax
exemptions that could save you money on your tax bill. But before you get too excited, there are some situations when a child’s exemption status is

a little more complicated. The IRS does have special rules for those situations. @

Do you have any dependents or qualifying person(s) to claim on your return?
() Yes

. -

BACK

IRS Identity Protection PIN

Did you or anyone on your tax return receive a CP01A notice from the IRS containing a 6-digit Identity

Protection PIN? (2) Learn more

Yes, someong on my return received an Identity Protection PIN <
; Mo, o one on my return received an identity Protection PN

BACHK

-



STER

Makesureyour personal
iInformation is allspelled
and enteredcorrectly:.

ClickEDITif anythingneeds

to be reenterecandclick
CONTINU®hen itis all
correct

ClickCONTINUEO enter
your workand income
Information.

Let's do this! #slayit

Now that we know more about you, let’s dig into your tax return.

==




Income,college scholarships or were self
employed.This includes tadocuments
such as \A2, 1099NEGor MISC1098-T

etc. This also includasnemployment

iIncome from1099-Gforms.

John Burton Advocates for  Youth

STER: INCOME

Enteryour income If younad earned

A Step -by-Step Guide to Filing Your Own Taxes

2025 Tax Season
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You caraddyour tax forms
quickly withQuick File Review
the JBAYTax Prep Checkliso
learn what tax forms you need.

Most common tax forms for

current and former foster youth:

 W-2
* 1099 NEC or MISC
« 1098T

D If you know which forms yooeed
click CONTINUE

D If youdon’t know whichformsyou
need clickl DON'T KNOWWHICH
FORMS | NEED

Search to add your forms with Quick File

BACK

If you know which forms you need, easily search and add them to your tax return.

| don't know which forms | need m



https://jbay.org/resources/tax-prep/

STEP 4

Next, you have 2 options

D |want to be guided Select this
option if you aren’t sure whether
you have all of your documents
ready.

D Select my formsSelect this option

If you’re sure younave all of your
documents reagyl.

If youdo not have any2024
iIncomefrom jobs, scholarships,
retirement, orother, selectSKIP
INCOME

REMEMBER0 qualify for the
Foster YoutiTaxCredit you needto
havehadat least$l in earned
iIncomein 2024 In addition, no one
can claim you as a dependent on
their tax return.

Let's look at the money you earned

Now that we've got your basic information covered, it's time to get down to business.
Let's start with the money you earned in 2023! How would you like to enter your
income?

£q =

| want to be guided Select my forms
| want to be guided by | want to select my forms
answering questions about from a list and enter the

my tax situation information myself



STEH

If youhada part-time, full-
time, or seasonajob as an
employee you will havea \W-2
from eachjob you had in 2024.

D Enter the taxdocument
iInformation from every jolihat
provided you witha W-2.

INCOME GUIDE

Wages & Salary

Form W-2

Do you have any W-2s to enter? @ Learn more

BACK

Restart/Exit Income Guide

wa

Check any of these that apply to you:

Don't worry, most people won't need 1o check these boxes

[] This is a corrected W-2

| | This is a railroad W-2

b Employer identification number (EIN) *

|
Each box on your W has a —
letter. These match the boxes . §
in TaxSlayerEnter the exact ———— |
iInformation from each box Spomy o tors
thenclick CONTINUE - Fesseseec= |

d Control number - Not required for filing taxes online

" If you hadmore than onejob In
2024, glect ENTER ANOTHER.




STEH

 |f you receivedinemployment
Com pensatlonl n 2024’y0u Did you collect any unemployment benefits from a state or local government assistance program in 20247 @ Learn more

should havea 1099 Gform. O Yes
D If you have a 109% form,click YES O No <:
and CONTINUBn Unemployment
Compensation and enté¢he
Information from the form.
D If you do not have a 109G form,
click NOandCONTINUE INCOME GUIDE

Stocks, Bonds, & Other Personal Property

INCOME GUIDE

Unemployment Compensation
Form 1099-G Box 1

 If yousold stocks, bonds or

Do you have sales of stocks, bonds, or other property to enter? @ Learn more

Other property you may have a Common sales reported here are:
» Stocks, bonds, and mutual funds (you typically receive Form 1099-B for these transactions)
1099‘8 fOFm . » Collectibles, antiques, coins, art, gems, and stamps
. * Main or second home (losses not allowed for sale of main home)
D If you have a 1093 fOrm,C“CkYES » Other personal property, such as cars, computers, etc. (losses not allowed for these types of property)
andCONTINUE
(O Yes
D If you do not have a 1098 form, _—
0

click NOand CONTINUE




S I E I I Capital Gains and Losses @

May receive Form 1099-B, reported on Schedule D

BEGIN

 If you soldstocks, bonds or INCOME GUIDE
other property clickYESnd Stocks, Bonds, & Other Personal Property
CO NTI N U E) enter your 1099— Do you have sales of stocks, bonds, or other property to enter? @ Learn more
B form Common sales reported here are:

» Stocks, bonds, and mutual funds (you typically receive Form 1099-B for these transactions)
* Collectibles, antiques, coins, art, gems, and stamps
* Main or second home (losses not allowed for sale of main home)

Enter you rtransactlons » Other personal property, such as cars, computers, etc. (losses not allowed for these types of property)

O Yes Capital Gains Transaction
Form belongs to
O No Anna Johnson

escription of Property *

Some systems do not D
automatically providea 1099B I

form to you. Youmayneedto Date Acquired

usea system lik&€€oin Tracker 3 * AWemee ptn 1 et Acaifed s Known, v et barkan et ncpo e
(https://www.cointracker.io/ )
or asimilarservicethat will

summarize your saleSomeof e B
these are freeandsome are
paidservices. Sales Price

[[] * Alternate Option: If Sale Price is Expired, leave the sales price blank and select an option here

Date Sold

$



https://www.cointracker.io/

INCOME GUIDE

Additional Income
Dao you have any of the following additional income to enter?

= Rental property & royalties « Cancellation of debt

If your tuition is more than your grants and scholarships, SKIP THIS |EEEEEEEEEETE.
STEP. : E-':J:in:jt_.',-r::L.CatI:I' programs : E'IJW;:E;;:;::;?EE:
" . . @ -
If you werea half-time or full-time studentat atechnicaltrade ONo
school orcollegéuniversity in 2024enter your tax information from
yOUT 1098'T INCOME GUIDE
D UnderAdditional Incomeclick YESqualifiededucation Other Compensation
prog ramg . Did you receive any of the following types of compensation? @ Learn more
D UnderOther CompensatiorclickY EStaxablescholarships and » Taxable scholarships and grants
gran’@ * Fringe benefits | | |
* Household employee income (that you did not receive a W-2 for)
* Prisoner earned income
ClickBEGINScholarships and GrantsEnter theamount. " S
(® Yes <:
Usethe spreadsheet below to add up yogualified tuition,books, O No
and feesthen subtract those costs from yototal grants and
scholarships received to know hawuchto enterinto other income. Other Compensation
Spreadsheet to calculatettps://tinyurl.com/calculate -OEE S

(uses formula below)

Scholarships and Grants

Scholarships Box %098T
-minusTuitionand Fees Box 1098T Anna's scholarships and grants

- minus Books an&uppliesyou paidfor $ 4350| <

= Other Income



https://tinyurl.com/calculate-QEE

STEH

Nonemployee Compensation

* If you worked as contractor
Form 1099-NEC

or gig workeror self
employedenter the Did you receive a Form 1099-NEC?
Information from your forms

1099MISCor 1099NEC R (=

Usethe spreadsheet below
to add up yourgualified
business expensdsr 2024.

Spreadsheet to calculate
business expenses:

https://tinyurl.com/self -
employed|E



https://tinyurl.com/self-employed-IE
https://tinyurl.com/self-employed-IE

S I I m Less Common Income ® EIT

K-1 earnings, gambling winnings, cancellation of debt, etc.

If youworkedfor cash goto the

Income section othe Federal Less Common Income
return. s
ClickBEGINon LessCommon
Income then dick BEGINon Other
Other Income
IncomeNot Reported Elsewhere BEGIN
Form belongs to
Anna Johnson

SelectOther Incomefrom the .
Other Income Description *

dropdown menuand enter a Other Income v

short description of the job/gig.

Description of other income *

‘ babysitting | <

Amount of other income *
_ ‘ $2000.00 | <
Check the boxhat the iIncomewas
earned

Enterhow much moneywyouearned




1 fF oS
STEB: CREDITS & T
DEDUCTIONS 1 1l i

Maximize your refund by entering in “) “ Ll ‘ ! I IR _
creditsand deductiondike donations o LLL P .

to charity, schooéxpensesbusiness ' v
expenses and more. You may nded

look atbankstatementsandrecelpts to

getthe mostmoneypossible.

John Burton Advocates for  Youth A Step -by-Step Guide to Filing Your Own Taxes 2025 Tax Season



STER

* Deductions helpeduce
what you owein taxes
andsomeprovide you
with a cash backefund.

e FindDeductionsin the
Federalsectionof the
return afterincome.

« EVERYOMhouldclick
“| want to be guided.”

My Account

Basic Information

Federal

Income

Deductions

Let's see how we can cut your tax bill

How would you like to enter your deductions?

- B —
@ § —
D —
| want to be guided Select my forms
| want to be guided by answering | know which credits and deductions |
questions about my tax situation qualify for and want to enter the

information myself



STER

You may qualify for the
Federal Earned Income Tax
Creditif you are between
ages 2565. If you are under
age 25, you will only qualify if
have at least one dependent

child.

EVERYONE CLICKtSES
explore the possible credits
and deductionselated to you

(andyour family if you have
children).

DEDUCTIONS GUIDE

Family Deductions

Do you want to explore possible credits and deductions related to your family?
Covered in this section

« Child & dependent care costs

« Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) <

« Adoption expenses




STER

NOTE: The federal Child and
Dependent Care Credit Is worth up
to $3,000 per child per year.

Child and Dependent Care Expenses

Did you pay expenses for the care of a qualifying dependent or individual so that you or your spouse could

If youare a custodial parent and work or actively look for work? @
paid for a babysitter or childcare 2 <
iIn 2024 so that you could work or

look for work,CLICK YES

D Enter theCare Provider /
Babysitter’s Information.

D Enterthe amount you paidor
chilocarefor eachdependent.




DEDUCTIONS GUIDE

Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC)

P The Federal Earned I ncome Tax Cred It Do you want to explore possible credits and deductions related to you and your family?

(EITC}s automatically calculated based o
on the income and personal information Yo ”j e i e

you entered. If one of the situations SRS

apply to yougclick YESIf not,click NO <:

and then continue.

To see if you qualify for thelTCthe IRS
has a link you can use to determine your
eligibility: https://www.irs.gov/credits -
deductions/individuals/earnedincome-
tax-credit/use-the-eitc-assistant



https://www.irs.gov/credits-deductions/individuals/earned-income-tax-credit/use-the-eitc-assistant
https://www.irs.gov/credits-deductions/individuals/earned-income-tax-credit/use-the-eitc-assistant
https://www.irs.gov/credits-deductions/individuals/earned-income-tax-credit/use-the-eitc-assistant

STER

Did youpayfor tuition, books,
fees,and school supplies for
higher education or career
training?If so,

ClickY EShat you would like to
explore credits &leductions.

ClickYEShat you paid
gualifying education expenses

ClickYEShat you have
completedentering your
Income information

Select youstudentNAME

Answer thequestions about
your 1098 T form. If you donot
have the form, you can request
It from your educational
Institution.

Tuition and Fees Deduction (Z) Learn more

DEDUCTIONS GUIDE

Education Expenses

Would you like to explore possible credits and deduct

Covered in this section

« Student loan interest

« Qualified education expenses (such as tuition)

@ Yes
|f'jr No

Y

=

BEGIN <

DEDUCTIONS GUIDE
Qualified Education Expenses

Form 1098-T

Did you pay expenses to a qualifying educational institution 2024 ? @I Learn more
NOTE:

« This deduction applies to expenses paid to schools that are eligible to participate in a s1

() Yes
O No

Education Credits

Select a Student

Please select the student you wish to explore education credits for:

@ Anna Johnson

© Don't see who you're looking for? Add a dependent or spouse here

Form 1098-T

Do you have a 1098T form?

Did the student receive Form 1098-T from the educational institution for 20247

@ Yes
(O No

Did the student receive Form 1098-T from the institution for 20242?with box 2 filled in and box

O Yes
@ No

7 checked?



E I E I E > Tuition and Fees Deduction @ Learn more BEGIN

e Enter theSchoolinformation from

the 1098T. ClickCONTINUE. Form 1098-T Information — SCHOOL NAME
:>Add an I"Stitution If you paid expenses for higher education in 2024, enter the amounts in the corresponding fields to determine the amount eligible for an education tax credit.

Tuition Paid

Institution Name *

If your expenses arenore than your
scholarshipgrants amount, enter
the information forTUITION PAID
(Box 1) GRANT#Box 5) andOTHER

| SCHOOL NAME |

W
Other Qualified Expenses
Address (Number and Street) *

QUALIFYING EXPEN&B@kS and SCHOOL ADDRESS
supplies you paid for out of your
own bank accountClickGONTINUE.

City, Town, or Post Office *

| Richmond

If your scholarshipsgrants aremore
than your expenses angou added
your scholarshipsgrantsas
described in Step 4 of this guide '
leave the middle boxGRANT F)lank
here. Fill in the information from
TUITION PAIBox 1), andTHER
QUALIFYINGEENSH®Books and
supplies you paid for out of yoorvn
bank account ClickGONTINUE.




American Opportunity Tax Credit Eligibility

S I E % Answer the following questions to determine your eligibility for the American Opportunity Tax Credit.

Has the American Opportunity Tax Credit or the former HOPE credit already been claimed on four prior tax returns?

» Confirm that you are - <:I:
eligiblefor the American
Opportunity TaxCredit o <,‘:
by answering the four
eligibility guestions O v

®

S e I e Ct th at yo u are Did the student have a felony drug conviction before the end of 20247
eligiblefor the American B s
Opportunity TaxCredit [
No Credit or Deduction Lifetime Learning Credit American Opportunity Tax Credit
- - Dont claim a credit or deduction Claim the Lifetime Learning Credit Claim the AOTC
by clicking on thebox.

SO SO $400

We recommend the American Opportunity Tax Credit

ﬁ

We've calculated each option you're eligible for to best reduce your taxes owed or maximize your refund. If you don't want to claim the AOTC, you can make another selection below.

» ClickCONTINUE > ==




STER: HEALTH
INSURANCE

Answerthe Health InsuranceAffordable

Care Act Insurance Pl@uestion

John Burton Advocates for  Youth A Step -by-Step Guide to Filing Your Own Taxes 2025 Tax Season
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To Answer theACA2024
Question:

Affordable Care Act Insurance Plans

Reported on Form 1095-A

Did you, your spouse, or a dependent have insurance under the Affordable Care Actin 20247 @
O Cl |CkN O |f you have fuI.I If so, select Yes — you must report Form 1095-A for the IRS to accept your return. If you did not have an Affordable

Care Act insurance plan, select No.
scope MediCal coverage O ves
or have insurancénrough O No /1\1:

your employer

ClickY ESf you paid for
healthinsurance using
Covered California




STEH: STATE
TAX RETURN

Prepareyour California
StateTaxReturnand
Claim theFoster Youth
TaxCredit(FYTQ)

CASH BACK CREDIT

California’d~oster Youth Tax
Credit can puan EXTRA1,154
In your pockethis year!

John Burton Advocates for  Youth A Step -by-Step Guide to Filing Your Own Taxes

2025 Tax Season



ST E g California Return

Let's get started on your County of Principal Residence
state return
Nice Work On your We'll transfer your information from your federal to your state e

n
I l s I a I return automatically, so this should be quick! You'll enter some --Select-- v
C I I C kGE S-I- E D ] federal retu rn! state-specific information, and we'll help you find all possible tax
breaks. —'Sd“'

Outside of California

. Alameda
If you qualify for a free federal return, you can file a free state Al

e Select theCountywhere R e
Arkansas, Arizona, Dist of Columbia, Georgia, lowa, Idaho, Indiana, Kentucky,

Butte
Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Mississippi, Montana, North Calaveras

Carolina, North Dakota, New York, Oregon, Rhode Island, South Carolina, Colusa

you livefrom the drop-

Returns for all other states are $0.00 El Dorado
Fresno

down menu

Imperial

Inyo

Kern

Kings

Lake

Lassen -

Yo 5

Congrats! Now you're ready to

BACK Skip state return

» ClickYES

@) ‘ I I C kY E S California Return California Return

Principal Residence Address Healthcare Coverage

{ the snauar hava Eull vear minimiirn essentisl haalth cafe Jara ar all bers of the household?
Is your Principal/Physical Residence Address the same as the address on the tax return? Did the Taxpayer have Full year minimum essential health care coverage for all members of the household




S T E g California Return

CA Health Insurance through CA Marketplace

® Cl ICkN O if yo u We rei nS u red Did you, your spouse, or a dependent enroll in health insurance through the CA marketplace/exchange?

throughwork orMedi-Cal

» ClickYESf you paidfor

insurance througlCovered California Return
California
Did your Name change from your Prior Year tax return?
CA Renter’s Credit: Sl
(e) No

e ClickYESf you paid rent in CA

for at |eaSt6 mOnthS Of 2024 The Renters Credit is automatically calculated if you answer YES below.

It doesn’t matterif it iIsa small T —

amountor througha public @® Yes <:

program- if youpay monthly O e

rent selectYES. © Leam More




Congratulations! You have completed your standard

ST E F7 California state return!

Would you like to add any of the following items or any additional items not listed below to your California state return?

© Was party to a Registered Domestic © Lived or worked in another state(s)

 Walit! You arenot Parinesaiin

© Filing Status is Head of Household (Need to

dO ne Wlth th e Complete CA Form 3532)
Californiareturn.

. . <

* ClickYESo go to the California Return
ma.|n Ca“mela Retum Basic Information

Personal info needed for CA return EDIT
pPage
Additions to Income
Adjustments for income taxed by CA but not the federal government o
Cal |f0 mnia Retu . Subtractions from Income
. . Adjustments for income taxed by the federal government but not CA REGH
e ClickEDITon the Credits
) ) Itemized Deductions
SeCtI O n to Clal m th e State-specific itemized deduction adjustments oEEm

BEGIN

Foster Youth Ta&redit. Credits <_

State-specific tax credits




STEH

CA Earned Income Credit
Foster Youth Tax Credit (Form
3514)

o ClickBEGIN

At the very top of thepage It
shouldsay"Foster Youth Tax
Credit”

* ClickBEGINo go to the
mainFoster Care Tax Credit

page

CA Earned Income Credit & Foster Youth Tax Credit (Form 3514)

California Return

CA Earned Income Credit & Foster Youth Tax Credit (Form 3514)

Foster Youth Tax Credit

BEGIN

BEGIN



STEH

CA Foster Youth Tax Credit
(scroll down):

ClickYEdor eligibility for
the Foster Youth TaRredit.

ClickYESthat you are

eligiblefor the Foster Youth
TaxCredit.

ClickYESto give consentor
eligibility verification.

California Return

CA Foster Youth Tax Credit

Foster Youth Tax Credit Eligibility

A qualified taxpayer that is at least 18 years old and younger than 26 years old as of the last day of the taxable year
and is one who was in foster care while 13 years of age or older in an AFDC-FC placement, as described in Section
11402 of the Welfare and Institutions Code (AFDC-FC placements include an approved home a relative, a nonrelative
extended family member, a licensed family home of a nonrelative, a licensed group home or short-term residential
therapeutic placement, the home of a nonrelated legal guardian, a transitional housing placement for minors or a
transitional housing placement for nonminor dependents, an out of state group home, a supervised independent living
placement), including a tribally approved home, as defined in subdivision (r) of Section 224.1 of the Welfare and
Institutions Code, or Approved Relative Caregiver Funding Program eligible placement, as described in Article 6
(commencing with Section 11450) of Chapter 2 of Part 3 of Division 9 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, by a Title
IV-E agency, pursuant to a voluntary placement agreement or a juvenile court order.

Is the Taxpayer eligible for the Foster Youth Tax Credit?

@ Yes <:

OND

Taxpayer - Do you give consent and authorize the California Department of Social Services to share limited information about you with
the California Franchise Tax Board for purposes of verifying your eligibility for the FYTC?

ra, &




ST E F7 | California Return

CA Foster Youth Tax Credit

CA Foster Youth Ta&redit
(scrolldown):

If the Taxpayer's name was different while in foster care than name on tax return (FTB relies on the information
entered on the tax return to verify taxpayer eligibility for the credit), enter that information below:

o If yo u r n am eh aS Taxpayer's First Name while in foster care if different than what is on the tax return

changed since you were
i n fOSter Care type | n Taxpayer's Middle Initial while in foster care if different than what is on the tax return <

your first, middle initial,
and lashamewhile In
foster care

Taxpayer's Last Name while in foster care if different than what is on the tax return

*This 1ssoyou carbe
verified correctly

e If your name has not
changed |Jeave It blank.




ST E F7 California Return

_ CA Foster Youth Tax Credit
CA Foster Youth Tax Credit

(SCI’O” d OWI"]) If you are providing consent above, you may attach to this return a PDF letter issued by a BEGIN <

county or state agency confirming each individual who claims the FYTC status as a foster
youth at or after age 13, or other proof of status as a condition of receiving the FYTC. Below

° |f yo U h ave p ro Of Of fo Ster are samples of other proof/supporting documentation that may be provided:
care (verification letter or

ward of the court letter),
Click EEGINIf you don't

e CDSS Foster Care Verification Form
e County-issued Letter

California Return

Please add a(n) CA 3514 Foster Youth Credit Proof of Status PDF Attachment

U
have this, that is ok. It is m) -

. . Drag and Drop PDF here, to upload a(n) CA 3514 Foster
not req u I red . It prOVIdeS a Youth Credit Proof of Status PDF Attachment
backup to the state’s

verification process.

Upload the PDF letter
andclickDONE

> DONE




STEH

Keep this contact
Information In case
you needit later.

ClickCONTINUEo exit

the mainFoster Care Tax
Creditpage

=

CONTINUE




STEH

Foster Youth Tax Credit

ClickNOfor "Has IRS
previouslydisallowedyour
Federal EITC?”

ClickNOfor "Has CA
previouslydisallowedyour
CA EITC?”

Leavethe restblank.

ClickGQONTINUE

00




STEH

» ClickBACK.

o ClickEXITCALIFORNIA
RETURN




STEH

Makesureto enter any additional
iInformation thatmay applyto your
personal circumstances on yoBtate
Return

Reviewyour Total Income TaxCredits
and RefundAmounts.

Make sureyou doublecheck thatall
your eligible credits are in the summary
such as:
9 (Federalarned Income Tax Credit
(Federal)ChildTaxCredit
(FederalEducation Credits
(State)Californiakarned Income Tax Credit
(State)Young ChildaxCredit
(State)Foster Youth Tax Credit
(State)Renters Credit

Click VIEW RETURN.




STER: SUBMIT

File your tax return!

John Burton Advocates for  Youth A Step -by-Step Guide to Filing Your Own Taxes 2025 Tax Season
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 FileYourReturn> CIlickYES.

 Makesureyou have your Adjusted
Gross IncoméAGIl)accessibldrom the
prior year tax retun which allows you
to file yourreturn electronicallylt can
be found on line 8b of the Form 1040.
e Or,if this is your first time filing
taxes,enter “$0” as your AGI.
Or, if you have an Identity
Protection (IP) Pinenter it when
prompted, instead of your prier
year AGI.

If you donot have a copy of last year’s tax
return or an IP Pinuse thelRS Get
Transcript Onlingool to view your AGI.

You must pass thBecure Acceddentity
verification process. Select the Tax Return
Transcript and use only the “Adjusted Gross
Income” line entry.




STER

Read the information
to the right, to learn
what you will need to
file your tax return and
recelve your refund, if
you gualified for one.

There are two ways to file your tax return:
1) Efile your returnor
2) Send a paper copto the both the IR&nd California Franchise Tax Board

(CA FTB).
To File a Paper Tax Return:
e |IRS:
« CAFTE:

If you qualify for a tax refund, there are two ways to receiyeur

refund.:
1) Direct Depositor
2) Paper check

To receive a direct deposit, you will need:
 Your Bank account routing number
 Your Cash App routing number

To Recelive a Paper Check from the IRS or CA FTB, you avdl reéiable and

safe address.

If you don’t have a safe, reliable address where you can receive your refund, consideragahfpstér youth
center or Independent Living Program (ILP); the offigewf current/former social worker or dependency
attorney, probation officer, or case manager,; or, if you have gaer CASA, housing program, or
current/former foster parent/caregiver.



AFTE R F| L| N GVhen your Federal and/or state return(s) have been processed,

Check the
Status of
Your Return

More tips on “After Filing” can be
found here:

John Burton Advocates for  Youth

an automatic notification is sent to the -@nail address
associlated withyour account,as well as to the mailbox within
your account located in the navigation menu on the left side of
the screenlf you did not receive the amail notification, be sure
to add TaxSlayer to your safe senders list so thatir messages
are not delivered to your SPAM or JUN#der.

Once your Federal and/or state return(s) have been accepted,
you will be able to login to your account from the TaxSlayer
homepage andccess/our accepted Federal and/state return(s)
directly from the "My Account" screen shown under the "Return
Status"tab. You can click on the print button to pringour

returns.

A Step -by-Step Guide to Filing Your Own Taxes 2025 Tax Season
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AFTER FILING

Save Y()ur Save a copy of your return and your tax documents and receipts on ¢
password protected computer or print a copy and save youtrrrein

FI|eS & Keep a locked filing cabinet along with your tdecuments.
them Safe

Did you already file but need to file an Amendmemeaning correct
something on your tax returhYou may want to consider filing an
amendment if younissed a document, chose the wrong filing status,

Need tO did notclaim a dependenbdf yours or missed a credit or deduction. If
so, follow the directions here to correct your tax return
Amend A You can also amend

Retu 'N 7 your return at a VITA sité:

John Burton Advocates for  Youth A Step -by-Step Guide to Filing Your Own Taxes 2025 Tax Season



AFTE R Fl Ll N (%he email notifying you of the rejection should provide the reason.

ake corrections by logging back into TaxSlayer affderdf that
doesn’t work, you may have to file a paper return or contact the
IRS. The most common reasons for rejection are:

What |f my  Employer EIN does not match IRS information

e Social Security number does not match IRS name
Return was oty | |
« Someone already filed using your Social Security number

Rejected? (identity theft)

 |RS identity theft PIN is wrong or was omitted

Paper File Federal Return:

Paper File State Return:

John Burton Advocates for  Youth A Step -by-Step Guide to Filing Your Own Taxes 2025 Tax Season



JOHN BURTON ADVOCATES FOR YOUTH

Formoretaxfiling resources, please visit:
https://jbay.org/resources/taxfiling-tax-creditsinformationalresources/
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