Facts about California’s New Investment in Reducing
Homelessness Among College Students. (Assembly Bill 74)

In July 2019, the California State Legislature passed the 2019-20 State Budget bill (AB 74), which allocated new funding—
the first of its kind—to address homelessness among college students. Provided below is an explanation of the pertinent
provisions of the bill, which, if signed by Governor Gavin Newsom, will appropriate these funds.

How much funding was allocated?

The state allocated $19 million annually to the state's
three public post-secondary institutions. The University of
California (UC) will receive an annual $3.5 million
allocation, the California State University (CSU) will receive
an annual $6.5 million allocation, and the California
Community College (CCC) system will receive an annual $9
million allocation.

What is the purpose of the funding?

The funding must be used to support rapid rehousing
efforts that assist homeless and housing insecure college
students. Campuses shall establish partnerships with
community-based housing providers to provide wrap-
around services and rental subsidies for eligible students.

Funds may also be used to:

e Connect students with community case managers who
have knowledge and expertise in accessing safety net
resources;

e Establish ongoing emergency housing procedures,
including both on- and off-campus resources; and,

e Provide emergency grants necessary to secure housing
or prevent the imminent loss of housing.

How will systems decide who will get funding?

Each system will determine a mechanism for allocating
funds to campuses. The funding mechanisms must be
based on demonstrated need.

How will the program help foster youth?

Among students enrolled in college, foster youth are the
most likely to experience homelessness. A 2019 study
found that 41% of foster youth at two-year colleges and
27% attending at four-year institutions experience
homelessness over the course of the academic year.

Who is eligible to receive services?

“Homeless” and “housing insecure” students are defined
as those who lack a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime
residence. This includes students who are:

e Sharing the housing of other persons due to loss of
housing, economic hardship, or a similar reason;

e Living in motels, hotels, trailer parks, or camping
grounds due to the lack of alternative adequate
accommodations;

e Living in emergency or transitional shelters;

e Abandoned in hospitals;

e Livingin a public or private place not designed for or
ordinarily used as a regular sleeping accommodation
for human beings; or,

e Livingin cars, parks, public spaces, abandoned
buildings, substandard housing, bus or train stations,
or similar settings.

What are the reporting requirements?

By July 15, 2020, and annually thereafter, the UC, CSU, and
the CCC systems shall each submit a report to the Director
of Finance and to the Legislature regarding the use of
these funds, including:

e The number of coordinators hired;

e The number of students served by campus;

e The distribution of funds by campus;

e A description of the types of programs funded;

e The number of students who were able to secure
permanent housing;

e Whether students receiving support remained
enrolled at the institution or graduated; and,

e Other relevant outcomes.

For more information, please contact Debbie Raucher at debbie@jbay.org or (415) 348-0011
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